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[Everything you need to know about jets in Kampala’s skies

- capture the imagination of the onlook-
. ers that are expected to descend on Ko-
: lolo Ceremonial Grounds in Kampala on
. Tuesday The fighter jets in question are,
- however,known to prioritise higher pay-
. load capacity over extreme manoeuvra-
: bility.So,if there is any safe bet, it is that
. onlookers should not expect anything
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KAMPALA. Is it a bird? Is it a plane? :
No, it’s not Superman. Over the past :
few days, the distinctive, high-pitched
screech of Sukhois has become all toofa-

miliar to Kampala residents.

While it was initially not immediately
obvious why, the ostentatious displays
bypﬂots of the fighter jets soon became °
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If Tuesday’s sweanng-m ceremony of

Mr Museveni ahead of a seventh straight
elective term as president is to be glam-
orous, the Sukhois will have to be ade-
quate vessels for entertainment.

How many Sukhois does Uganda
have onitsbooks?

It is believed that the Uganda People’s

Defence Forces-Air Force (UPDF-AF) op- :

erates half a dozen Sukhoi Su-30MK2
fighter jets. The 4.5-generation jets can
clock speeds of up to 2,100 km/h thanks
to two AL-31F engines that provide spec-
ificity and power.

The Sukhoi Su-30MK2s on the market

were manufactured by KnAAPO or the
Komsomolsk-on-Amur Aircraft Plant be-
tween 2000 and 2016. Uganda acquired

its six Russian-made Sukhois in 2011.

The cost set back the taxpayer $740m :
(Shs1.8 trillion approximate amountin
2011), with deliveries finalised in 2012.
Since 2022, the fleet has been serviced :
by India's Hindustan Aeronautics Lim-

ited (HAL).
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ience, finding ways to resist oppression

ARE FIGHTER JETS TYP-
ICALLY USED DURING
PRESIDENTIAL SWEAR-
ING-IN CEREMONIES?
Yes, they appeal chiefly to the ar-
chetypal strongman. More than
their ostentatiousness, such ae-
rial displays, taken together with

a full military showcase, project
military strength and readiness.
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Women artists face repression across :

tained after an awards ceremony for :

It is believed that the Uganda People’s Defence Forces-Air Force (UPDF-AF)
operates half a dozen Sukhoi Su-30MK2 fighter jets. PHOTO/FILE -

: Are Sukhoi Su-30MK2s tradition-
- allyloud?

. Indeed, much like other Sukhoi var-
. iants, the Su-30MK2s are known to pro- :
- duce a distinctive roaring, metallic wail. :
- Overthepastfew days,the wailing of the
: UPDF-AF’s Su-30MK2s has cut into Kam-
: palassoul. ,
. Frighteningly at times, if not most. The
. dangerous decibel levels owe much to
: the Su-30MK2’s heavy, twin-engine fight-
- erThetwin-epging fighterispowgred by
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. two Saturn AL-31F afterburning turbo-
¢ fan engines.It is the latter that belches a

signature, high-decibel wail.
Whatis the fuel consumption ofthe
UPDF-AF’s Sukhois?

hour. The fuel consumption spikes inex-
orably when using afterburners during
either combat or rapid acceleration as
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agamst ruelling aissent.

The rapld acceleration will doubtless

fancy. Certainly a jaw-dropping display

 of slick trickery

agreatdealnowmorethanever?

The 2026 Middle East conflict has pre-

: cipitated a severe global jet fuel shortage.
: Thisis after the price of a barrel of jet fu-
# el doubled to anywhere between $150
¥ (Shs562,000) and $200 (Shs750,000).As
: of April 20, Uganda’s jet fuel stability
: translated to 53 days of cover. That’s 32
: million litres of jet fuel.
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- 23 million litres of jet fuel are expected
: between May and June. Notwithstand-
: ing, President Museveni still acknowl-
. edged the need to judiciously use avia-
. tion fuel in a bid to support the tourism
¢ sector and the country’s exports. The
: comments were made during the Afri-
: ca We Build Summit that took place in

neighbouring Kenya last month.

From May 1, domestic airlines in the
country brought in a surcharge of any-
where between $25 (Shs94,000) to $50 -

. (Shs187,000) per flight. The surcharge
. The UPDF-AF’s multirole combat air- :
i crafts consume around 10,200 litres/

is expected to take the winds out of the
sails of high-end tourism, a main driver
oflocal air travelin

Could the aviation fuel being burned
by the Sukhois have been redirected to
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