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How dramahas helped 
Kabarole fight malaria 

Onduty. Mr Peter Amanyire, the officer-in-charge Kasenda (centre) Health Centre ll listens toa resident 
asking 2 question after 2 drama presentation on how to use mosquito nets in Rwakenzi Village in Kabarole 

| District recently. - L i 
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information about how to ., 
mosquito nets to fight malariy 25 
opposed to the routine approgy 
of sitting in the health faciliti: 
treat patients. 
People are also allovied to g 

questions related to healthissia; 
and get instant response frop, 
‘health workers. 
“We can’t watch our peopls 

continue suffering from malari; 
Wehaveresortedtodramagroups 
because the information s easly 
received by people. We usuall; 
register big turn ups wherever 
we camp,” Ms Kemigabo said. 
Mr John Musiime from Kyak- 

gusa village, Kichwamba Sub- 
county, said through drama, he 
has been able to get clear infor- 
‘mation on how to use amosquito 
to fight malaria in his family. 
“Qver years, we have been re- 

ceivingmosquito netsand health 
‘workers have not been following 
to see whether people use them 
inaproperway,” he said. 
According tothe 2014 National 

PopulationHosing Censusreport, 
944 per cent of households in 
Kabarole District own mosquito 
nets. 
While commemorating Ma- 

laria Day in Fort Portal Town in 
April, Dr Sarah Opendi, the State 
Minister for Health in charge of 
General Duties, directed Resi- 
dent District Commissioners to 
arrest all people found misusing 
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The method. A team of health ~ goingtocarryoutanoperationty T thegoverment distributed mos- 
workers move around the arrest all people found nisusing  MALARIA CASES ~ quitonets. 
district dramatising proper use  the distributed mosquito nets. She said government has a 

of insecticide-treated mosquito On the success of the pro- According tostatistics from the target of kicking out malaria in 

nets. ‘gramme, Dr Mugahi said: “Much  Ministryof Health, malariais st the - ganda by 2020 and that this can 
as drama has reduced the preva-  #2dngcausectdeatin Uganda, ol e achieved when people 

BYALEX ASHABA  lence of malaria cases in some  Countngformerethan2loe ot sleeping under insecticide- 
cslgugnmnedssan  areas, the rate of deaths in he  Sentsdeeaton tpowtiutUgnds _ (Taled MOSQUEORELS. 

whole districtisstill igh. Weare s the word' highest malaia Mr Sam Mugisha, the pro- 
KABAROLE. Health authorities still compiling dataabout malaria  incidence, witharateof 478cases  grammes director of the drama 

in Kabarole District are using ~casesin the whole district.” ‘per 1,000 population per year. group, said they decided to use 

drama to sensitise people on the 
effective use of mosquito nets to 
fight X 

‘The method has brought ma- 
laria cases down nthe district as 
confirmed by the district health 
officers. 

“This year alone, Kabarole Dis- 
trict received 635,320 insecti- 
cide-treated mosquito nets from 
government through Ministry of 
Health. 

‘According to the Kabarole Dis- 
trict health officer, Dr Richard 
Mugahi, the new approach to 
fighting malaria has helped the 
district to reduce the number of 
malaria cases. 
Dr Mugahi said the district is 

Mr Peter Amanyire, the offi- 
cer-in-charge of Kasenda Health 
Centrellin Kasenda Sub-county, 
said since the start of the drama 
‘approach, the number of malaria 
cases, especially among preg- 
‘nant mothers at the facility, had 
dropped from about five per day 
totwo. Throughdrama,residents, 
especially pregnant mothers are 
urged to sleep under insecticide- 
treated mosquito nets. 

Kabarole District health au- 
thorities in partnership with 

Programme for Accessible Com- 

munication Education (PACE) 

Uganda, a health non-govern- 
mental organisation, early this 
year embraced the use of drama 

by moving around especially to 
parts of the district with highma- 
laria prevalence. 
According to Ms Catherine 

Kemigabo, the district healthedu- 
cator, through drama, the district 
‘hasregistered dropin the number 
of malaria cases by about 40 per 
cent. 
Ms Kemigabo said the reduc- 

tion was due to the sensitisation 
‘about malaria preventionthrough 
emphasis to sleep under insecti- 
cide treated mosquitonets. 
The drama groups that con- 

sist of health workers and other 
‘membersofthe community, move 
around the district giving out 

drama after seeing a rise in the 
‘number of people suffering from 
‘malaria. 
Ms Anent Kasiime, a village 

health team member for Nyant- 
abomainHarugongo Sub-county, 
said dramaby healthworkers has 
helped them to spread more in- 
formation about malaria preven- 
tion. 

“Peaple over the years have 
been receiving mosquito nets, 
especially pregnant mothers. 
However, a big number of them 
havea myth that when you sleep 
under the net, it causes itching, 
which the health experts have 
been explaining as false,” Ms 
Kasiime said. 
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