EDITORIAL

Ensure ab technicians’
safety to curh diseasa

he National Laboratory Biorisk Management audit
report 2017, that wag released recently, has shqwn
that medical laboratories in the country are expps'mg
health workers to terminal infectioys agents from cl'mlcal
Specimens they handle, They later on transmit these infac-

tions to patients and the community due tq lack of protecqve
gear. The audit, whick involved 3 total of 210 Iaboratones,
put medica] laboratory performance at 33 per cent, far be-
low the Standard of 5() Per cent protection 4
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thatin Uganda, the magnitude of the infechops, Injuries and
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Victims to relateq accidents, Thig

isa Worrying situatipn ina
country where tha healtheare System is malfunctiomng l?e-
Cause it increggeg the cost of treatment, Health labora_tones
are used to conduct tests usually done op clinica] Specimens
in order tg obtain informatiop e_zbout
Theissye; the health of 4 patient as Pertaining to
Safety in the lab the diagnosis, treatment, anq Dbreven-
i tion of disease,
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Compliance
tostand , Performane and compe-
O protective gear 1o tence of traineq ealth persor}nel was
madical tabmatozy 15Covered to pe low. Wit this ana]
technicians would sis, it means chanceg Youwill contraet
escalate the sitys. another Infection from the laboratg
tian, There 1 algtos  1Shigh, It_1s kno Very occupation
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Sithgear  do so Witho endangering
tolah techniviang themselyes.
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