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l)oglnnlng. Cotton was one of the many
crops that were tried out to replace slavery and
oty as exports from Uganda Contrary to the
belief that cotton was introduced in Uganda in
1903, the crop was first noticed in the protec-
torate by explorers between 1862 and 1892

wanda’s cconomy has pone
through a transivion: trom &
commadity to cash economy

Thanks to colomalism

Soon after establishing authority
aver Buganda, and later Ugpanda, the
Woasliministrators needed revenue
to run the cour svenae rebied on
by the pratectarate govern
time was very inelastic

The Pritish crown supy
covernment throueh the F
Sury by paying up to 84 per cent of th
protectorate’s badget through grant
aid. Ten years after the grant aid, the
countevs exports increased okt

Economy before Warkd War |

Uganda’s economic history before
the Great War, or World War I, was
very different. There was a market for
primary products such as cotton.

But to understand the relevancy of
these products. one needs to know the
People involved in the advancement of
U,.‘:\n(‘}.l& SOOnoOmy since 1903,

Cyril Ehrlich, who was an Econom-
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protectorate
government to
ntervene and
ensure quality
n 1908
Butits
efforts were
constrained
ause
cotton was not
Qoing to be a
plantation crop
cause of the
land ownership
question.

e Collepe in

- tpanda Jowrnael
Volume 21 of that: “In 1803, |
think then were two Ve groups
povernment and the traders maost of
whom were Indians. By 190211 was
Clear that Usanda was not polng (o e
@ Winte man's country ™

But whien it came to having settlers
n Uganda the wiy it was in th
Aracan Protectorate, the issue of land
became & problem

According to government achioves
of JRO2 marked No 24 1492°00L aeolo
poal official was quoted &s saving, “was
land to be let at much lower rates than
at present, Thave very littie doubt that
many Jans and others would settie
penmancntly in the country ™

“Lam not, however, in the favour of
reducing the present rates in order 1o
encourape settiers in the kingdom of
Uganda as we are not yet in a pasition
to define the boundaries of the chiefs”
estates, which estates have now be
come private property boundanes of
t ate of the”

“1, theretore, think it would be un
wise to encourage settiers until such
a time when our survey department
has had tme to survey the estates
and thereby prevent any chance of
encroachment.”

The Uganda Nates, Uganda’s first

" newspaper, of February 1902 said:
*“In our opimion. Uganda proper offers
practically no advantages to any set-
tlers of any kind and anyone thinking
he will get special concessions from
government will be grievously disap-
pointed.”
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The paper went on to say it was
FOVernments ohiective to enable the
natives benefit from whilclwver natu
rol resonrees were available in the
country

Aceording to Ehrlich, the protector
e povernment s e 1ons (o diseonrage
setUers were not himited to Bntis) set -
tHers alone,

“An apphicant trom Salishury, iRhe
desia, asked Untebbe what induce
ments were of! 1o settlers and
prospectors. He was referred to the
East Afnca Prote e groveriment
he writes, adding that “A similar brush
oft was handed to a self styled ener
genic young man from Transvaal ™

Govermment was not looking tor
planters, but & way of increasing the
revenue collection above all things.

In aletter to hop Tucker of the
Church Missionary Society, the com
missioner sad: “The impenal treasury
CANNOL g0 0N Many years supporting
the protectorate at so vast a cost o
tish taxpayer. When we have
ething like revenue, the govern:
ment might be able to subsidise eda-

BY 1907, THE SUCCESS OF
COTTON WAS VERY CLEAR
AS THAT YEAR'S HARVEST
ALONE ACCOUNTED FOR
35% OF GOVT'S EXPORTS.

ateme

asked the churehi to help provide skills
10 its converts that would contribute
towards the revenue,

“pending this development you can-
Nnot render @ greater service to your
converts than teach tem Fnglish and
aseful industries by which they would
carn good wages,” the letter says in
part.

According to Ehriich, the protec-
torate government’s revenue rull}-
nion sutfered a blow when a section
of Uganda was lost to the East Africa
protectorate government in 190;

“Even more serious was the loss of
the Eastern Province to the East Africa
protectorate in 1902, This meant a sub-
stantial loss of revenue from adensely
populated area,” Ehrlich writes.

Railway at Kisumu
The arrival of the railway at Kisumu
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cis ,:l?::,lg o the Uxanda Company
OO0 iy of 1906, “[n 1903, two and
“’”:‘,mx of different varieties of
alf 100 eds were imported from the
ln":’-ll ricultural Soclety in Egypt
ediv huted for trial cultivation by
.|||‘|q|;‘.‘ in all likely and accessible
0t the protectorate during April
904"
a lllr‘l‘:“‘yr:‘., , the American type had
A‘_ best. Following this success the
U"w”“mm government in April
I"'g,, through the Uganda Company
;‘”‘.d tonnes of American type of
imp seeds and had them distributed
clﬂ:“r,"un in the areas of Buganda,
1o . oro, Ankole and Busog,
Wé:._-inuh"l’*‘ incotton, three experi-
ental stations run by the govern-
m antweresetupin Masaka, Kakumiro
T near Jinja mainly to try out more
":(riglicmm different soil sampiles.
v ‘Pheir setupwas arecommendation
f,mnllmlw.nlu slentificand forestry
‘h.pnrun--nl I_n a memo archived as
file A7/9, 04-627/8/4 mwhich he
“Like many l'th‘I: countries, Uganda
has locations which differ consider-
ably re pecting climatic conditions
m“lsui
11904, the Uganda company setup

0 brry entOme brorm the

hand pemamered ginneries to oy cotron
o this loeal farmises Frosen wrhse thaey
had distribmted seeda Government
purchased G2 hard ginning msefinos
anit salil therm 1o loeal chbefo ot £1 amd
Altritmred anather A7 for free.

By 197, the sucenas of cotton was
Very clenr as thiat yenrs harvest alone
accounted for 15 per cont of the sov-
ernment’s total exports,

However, despite the improved
output complaints abeut the aguslity
of the Ugandan crop started comimg
In from the British Cotton Growers
Association.

!\fnnnx the complaints was the
mixing of different cotton varieties
In the same bale. “For example, one
bale contained American, Eszvptinn
and a roughish Peruvian type,” savs
Ehrlich.

Asaresult, the British Cotton Grow:
ers Association instead of buying cot-
ton direct from Uganda started buy-
Ingit from the East Afnca Corporation
based in K imu, Kenyn. In Kisumu,
the cotton was ginned before h(-uu;
exported to London, England.

The colonial office in Entebbe wis
under pressure to ensure the Quality
of cotton KOINE to England was of a
xood standarnd. The complaints forced
the protectorate rovernment tointer-
vene and ensure quality in 1908,

i .lful its efforts were constrained
‘:-:::n‘e cotton was not Zomg to be a
atlon crop because of the land
nu:nur:lup question.
o /\-re'w entreprencurs end.
et government support for plan-
l:\(mr} schemes but the Uganda Com-
|?unsf S decision to concentrate on
:'::‘.'v":'f}.‘md marketing was represen-

ative in a w; .

u~'.i|\‘-s\||\l~:i::,‘,,whkh most foreign

o their role i e 1n-
dustry,” says Ehelich, sl

“Cotton was,
remain ape.

Avoured
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@ setof problems :
ever sinocy ems which have beset it

InPart Il next Sunday,

Indlans dominated the tr. i b

ade and clashed
with the calonlal government
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