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Compost ready for application in the garden. Made
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Manures are the organic malerials de-
rived from animal. human and plant
residues which contain plant nu-
trients in complex organic forms.

BY DAN WANDERA

ouseholds engaged in farm-

ing practices should not let bio-

waste in backyard garbage heaps

O to waste, experts have advised.

Mr Frank Matovu, a farmer consult-

ant and soil management coordinator

at Bethany Land Institute - Luwero,en-

courages farmers to be innovative and

maximize resources at their respective

disposal without over stretching re-

sources on synthetic fertilisers at the

expense of the cost free natural mat-

ter that has already been discarded as
‘waste matter.

es trimmed or cut from the overgrown

! avoid plastics, glasses. among other :
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from natural ingredients such as compost, manure, and plant materials, these fe

Turn your waste
heap into organic
manure step by step

vegetation at the gardens and com-
pound as well as the bio-waste from
the kitchen and other household waste
that naturally decompose under natu-
ral conditions.

*This is what you need to kick-start
the process after site selection,” he
says."One also needs the green matter

' (green leaves) that may include pump-

kin leaves, sunflower leaves and many
other legume plants that possess hairy,
surfaces. These have the potential to
manufacture nitrogen, an essential ele- :
ment for organic manure.”

Thesteps

According to Mr Matovu, the area
must be flat to ensure that waste collec-
tion is not easily washed away by run-
ning water. Depending on the size of |
the heap, pieces of dry sticks or twigs |
are placed on the flat ground. Because |

| you have already mobilized the bio- |

waste from different areas readyin one |

. place. The bio- waste materialis placed |
n . ontopofthestickstoaidinaeration. |
The bio-waste can include the grass- | '

“Because the waste material is bio, :

non-biodegradable material from get-

ting into the waste heap,”he says,add- |
ing that one should then place a lay- -
er of the bio- waste; add a layer of the |

green leaves that have turned brown,
add some cow dung to increase on the
bio-multiplier.

“You can add some wood ash to help
prevent some diseased matter that
could makd its way into the compost. |
You will need to add some water in-
to the heapwhich by this time will be
at least three-weeks. The waste heap
<hould be tirned every two weeks, a

ess that allows the mixing of the

outer material with the inner waste ,

material into the centre of the waste

heap” :
Thgheapéanbccomdusinggras- i
es or any material that can allow some
seration arid water penetration. Bio
material that could be leaves can be
used for covering the heap. The com-
ing canitake between two to three
months to rhake good organic manure, .
er -
sil:-‘a“rmer.ﬁ ate advised not to allow mr
cro- organism repellants, especially
plant mateltial Ithat has cap::ty‘ tore
jcular plant micro-organisms.
Thl’e?:gmpbst that almost resembles
soil matter tan then be directly trans-
ferred toa well prepared garden.

Why the oc:vnic manure

Because the composting process for
the manureis disease free, 0TgaMC ma-
nure once applied will helpin the sup-
pression of diseases that could attack
plants. The jnanure qui enha!_ﬁ:
formation of soil microbil acnvxttxt:e oy
helpsinﬂgl?ﬁng plant diseases, i

reveals; : i
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the eco- friendly

kandi,a farmer !
lage, Zirobwe Subcounty in Luweero
District says the economic value of the
compost manure is full filling. Ssekan-
di who now owns a consultancy firm
earns money from homemade com-
post manure sold to people that own
urban vegetable gardens, flower pots
business and those landscaping.

“The gardens need the compost ma-
nure to quickly mature,”he says.

Through the more than 20-years of
farm practice, ssekandi has reduced
pests and disease attacks on his farm
that purely uses the compost manure’
made from the usual bio waste materi-
al.*When people see me collecting the
material from gardens, compounds
among other places, they mistake me
for an idler gathering rubbish and
transferring the garbage on my own
farm. I have found fortune in compost-
ing and making use of the compost ma-
terial when chance strikes,”he says.

Ssekandi earns between Shs350,000 to
Shs400,000 per ton of compost made at
his farm. He also supplies smaller por-
tions of compost manure to farmers
and any other individual in need of the

" organiccompost.Heis not distracted by

ts that the process takes along
time and requires patience and strict
adherenceto the selective procedure of
ensuring that only bio waste material
ﬂndsiuwaytothewasteheap.
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