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Family members recount

Nakimuli’s sister said
the legislator had ex-
pressed confidence
that she would survive
the surgical procedure.

BY DAVID SEKAYINGA
& DAN WANDERA

he late Kalangala District Wom- ‘
an Member of Parliament, Hel- |

len Nakimuli, remained resolute
in the face of illness until her final
nents, her family has revealed.

2aking during a special sitting of :
Kalar zala District Council con-

' 1ed in ner honour on Tuesday, Na-
k nuli’s sister and caretaker Irene
Inumpala said the legislator expressed
confidence that she would survive the
operation that ultimately claimed her
life.

“We spoke shortly before she was
taken to theatre. She assured me she
would come back strong and better;

t.afortunately, that was not to be,”Ms

Nampala said.

Nakimuli had been battling fibroids
and had initially scheduled surgery for
January. However, the procedure was
postponed to allow her participate in :
the 2026 General Election campaigns. |
According to family members, doctors
advised that her condition could be

rnanaged temporarily with medication
until after the elections.

drove herselfto hospital on Monday for
the rescheduled surgery. She later died
following the procedure.

By press time yesterday, the family
said it was still awaiting the postmor-
tem report from Alexander Medical

. he said. “We should not
Ms Nampala said the legislator re-
mained active despite the pain and '

Nakimuli’s last moments

Ms Irene Nampala, the sister of Hellen Nakimuli, speaks alongside other family members during the district council
session on Tuesday. PHOTO/DAVID SEKAYINGA

Centre in Kampala, where the surgery

was conducted.

Nakimuli’s father, Fr Christopher
Walusimbi, an Orthodox priest, strug-
gled to hold back tears as he addressed :
mourners, urging them to remain :

hopeful despite the loss.

“I'have lost five children out of the
11 that God gave me, with the
first dying at the age of five,”

lose hope because not ried,”he added.

all seeds we sow ger- c:ll]l: remarks followed
minate as we wish. I by someleaders with-
thank God for ena- in the National Unity Plat-
b]lmﬁ };Iellen to accom- NAK'M“'_FS tfxoint.]h (NUP) 'sugu%;sg%n%
plish her mission in at the family cor n
life"he added. 2 AEE a suitable candidate to re-

Fr Walusimbi described

his daughter as adedicated leader who
served both Kalangala District and the
country with commitment. He also ap-
pealed for calm among residents, par-
ticularly regarding discussions about
her successor in Parliament.

“Istill have many children with good
morals and strong character,” he said,
gesturing towards other family
members.“The people of Kal-

place the fallen legislator.

angala should not be wor-

During the council session, district
leaders paid tribute to Nakimuli’s ser-
vice and unanimously passed amotion
recognising her contribution to local
development.

Kalangala District chairperson Ra-
Jjab Ssemakula conveyed condolences
on behalf of the district leadership and

called for transparency regarding the

circumstances surrounding her death.
“We commend Hon Nakimuli for her
dedicated service to the people of Kal-
angala and Uganda at large,” Mr Sse-
makula said.“We stand with the fami-

release of the postmortem report,”he
added.

The council also resolved to hon-
our the late legislator by naming sev-

|ty Ethel Naluyima, p]°d°ed to push 7,
. athoroughinvestigation into her ¢

. the circumstances of her death - ww
\ thelegislators said.

. push government to fulfil her drear,
. establishing a skilling centre in K,
i la]theMP added.

: Nakimuli had consistently ady
ly in this difficult time and call for the

. ahead of funeral arrangements, in

e —

BACKGROUND

Nakimuli died on April19 at,
Alexander Medical Centrain
Kampala following what, famnil, y
members described as a fail
surgery. Sheisremembsrac
forhersteadfastle:dar h,p
and dedication toimproving
the livelihoods of the peopls ¢
Kalangala.

* eral public facilities after he,incl,

Lukuba Road, the Kalangala Tom, Coy.
cil playground,and the womer’s -, q

" KalangalaHealth Centre V.

Members of Parliament, includins

: ses Kabusu, Francis Zaake, Th‘")dr

ssekikubo, Gorreti Namuaaa and H“

“We shall demand answers rez;

“We also urge the district councj,,

angz.

The proposed skilling centre .
among Nakimuli’s flagship initiala
aimed at empowering youth in the .
land district. ‘

National Unity Platform leads
so praised her political legacy. M
Nabagabe, the head of the party
en’s league, described Nakimuli as
leader who championed accounta
and women’s rights.“We shall m
our members to ensure her vision ¢,
tinues,”Ms Nabagabe said.

The party’s acting president, Dr Linz 7.
driga,urged leaders in Kalangala to
late the late MP’s character and comp;:.

‘ment to service.

“Let her life inspire you to build ,
stronger and more vibrant Kalangg); -
shesaid.

On behalf of the government, Resider,
District Commissioner Fred Baddz
plans were underway to establish o
nical institute in the district, 2

Laterin the day,the body was
ed from Kalangala Island to

air

ing a special parliamentary sittins
yesterday.
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