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How infrastructure push is 
reshaping health in Buliisa 

9 From solar-powered maternity 
wards to boreholes that have 
curbed deadly diarrhoea, a massive 
infrastructure push by an unlikely 
partneris transforming survival 
ratesin one of Uganda's most 
underserved districts. 

BYMICHAEL AGABA 

arsh Atim tll rememmbersthe darkness 
that often turned childbirthinto a gam- 
ble. Recently at Avogera Health Centre 

in Bulisa Distric the midvife eflec- 
edonthe years when she and her collagues. 
‘would gather around flckering lantems to 
deliver babies, their torchligh! casting long 
shadowsonwallssained by erosene smalke. 
“Inthe past, we rlied on torches o small 

Lanterns at night when assisting mothers in 
Iabous? Atim says, tandingina ward nowil- 
Tuminated by electric ightsIt was not safe 
forthe patients or or us Now wehave relia 
ble lighting and running waterWe handle: 
emergencies with much more confidence 
Atimisdescrbingasignificant transforma- 
tonoccurring in the remote district on the 
shoresofLake Albert Fordecades BlisaDis- 
rithasexemplified the health disparitiesin 
rura Uganda,with ane doctor serving every 

I thcentres lacking - 
ety wanlsherencos 

borns who stopped breathing were resusc- 
tated using amidhwife's fingers due o the ab- 

‘Thelnfrastructure of survival 
‘The transformation at Avogera is evident 

in detailsthat mostvistors might overlook: 
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Across the Albertine Graben,the sttistics 
tellastory ofignificant impact. Since 2010, 
‘TotalEnergies hasivested ininfastructure 
thataffects nearly every aspectof aily lfe. 
‘Thisincludes the construction of 235 reet: 
tlement housesto replace homes displaced 
by development the rehabiltation of class- 

90minutestoobtain vater that could make 
theirchldrensick. 

| At Anaka General Hospitalin the neigh 
bouring Nwoya Distric 12 staff houses hae 
been rehabiltated Though this may scem 
ke modest intervention,thas had a con- 
sidersble impact A clinicalffcer at the hos 
pitalexplzins that when healthvorkershare 
decenthousing theyaremore kel tostay 

Whenthey renin patients eceive ot 
ent care for fevers, vaccinations, and other 
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Botter service. 
Inthe past, 
we relied on 
torches or small 
lanternsat 
night when as- 
sisting mothers 
inlabour, ltwas 
not safe for 
the patients or 
forus. Now we 
have reliable 
lightingand 
running water. 
We handle 

emergoncies 
with muchmore 
confidence;” 
says Sarah 
Atim, anurso. 

| ied by the dim,smoky light of kerosene 

| health benefts are significant,including 

Thosolardividend 
Between December 2023 and January. 

2024, more than 4,000 solar lamps were 
distrbuted to homes,schools,and clin- 
icsinBulisaand Nwoya These lamps e- 

‘placed kerosene,whichscoslypoluting, 
and hazardous Children who once stud- 

‘nowreadcomfortablywithoutthecoughs 
thatusedtodisturb theirseep. 
Onemotheris thriled thather soncan 

‘now study untl 9pm, with hiseyes pro- 
tected and his prades improving, The 

fewer respiaory infections and rduced 
eyestrain Additonallythe vaiablty of 
lightextendsthehoursvalbl forlearn- 
ing 
Waterasmedicino 

InNgwedo theinstallation of e pipes 
and the rehabilitation of boreholes have 
turned diarrhoea from a common issue | 

helpreducedelydratonin children and 
strengthen funilies against cholera out- 
breaks 
Philippe Grouei; the general manager 

of TotalEnergies emphasisethat thesein: 
vestmentsarepart o alager vison “Eco- 
nomicempawermentiscentzal 1 ourap- 
proach o responsibleil v 

- ing e Tuiny season, some teachers woul 
hmmgmnmwuuumm;: 
terequipped schools.It was challengy 
tomaintain continuity” 
Nowwith 11 rehabilitated classroory, 

sixnew ones, and eight staff houses e 
chool can operate even during s 

nutritionin adition tomathermaties 
Jeremiah Nyagah, the national


