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At home with

ex-Leader of
Opposition

oenga Latigo

ProfLatigo’s home is an expansive
nine-bedroom house that features a
private sitting room, a general sitting
room, and a dedicated meeting room
intended for confidential discussions, -
ensuring privacy for sensitive meet-
ings.

o BY GEOFFREY OYET OKWERA

tis exactly 7.30am as I proceed to Mu-

tungo hill to have a chat with Prof Mor-

ris Ogenga Latigo, the former Leader of °

Opposition (LOP) of the eighth Parlia- -
ment of Uganda. The home is an expan- -
sive double storeyed stand alone on Mu- ©
tungo hill overlooking Lake Victoria.

Here while you can still see the bustling
city, the environment is quieter, the air
deanerand the srroundings more calm-
ing.Prof Latigo sa\rshewas captivated by
the stunning lake view nearby, which he
says inspired both the architectural de-
sign and his decision to build a home in
Kampala.

“The lake offers a rare sense of calm and
inspiration.] wanted a home that em-

_braces that beauty while alsoserving asa -
place of reflection and purpose.”says Prof

GROWTH

“Whenl
bought the
land, Mutun-
gowasstill
arelatively
remote and
quietarea,
with limited
infrastruc-
ture and mi-
nimal real es-
tate develop-
ment. Many
Kampa-
laresidents
wereinstead
drawn to
more esta-
blished and
prestigious
neighbou-
rhoods

such as Ko-
lolo, which
were then
considered
more attrac-
tive and va-
luable,” he
says.

Latigo

original architectural design was a sim-

- ple, ground-level residence that blended
- naturally with the surrounding environ-

:: ProfMorrts Ogenga Latigo's housa is an axpanswe nine- bedroum strucf-uro
. thoughtfully designed to serve both private and professional needs. PHOTOS/
BY GEOFFREY OYET OKWERA.

. ment. However, his plans took an unex-

{ Ashewalks me through the propertyit

‘becomes evident that the building repre-

- sents more than just a residential space.

- It symbolises vision, perseverance,and a

| personal journey that transcends

litical career, an enduring reminder of

how nature,ambition, and legacy can in-

| tersectin ways.

. The professor’s home, is surrounded :

| by mature vegetation that testifies to his
* ¢ deepaffinity fornature and greenery The

: compound has mature trees,shrubs,and |

| natural foliage, creating a serene atmos- :

¢ phere that mirrors his calm and reflec- :

. Hedoes not hide his love for birds,not-

¢ ing that their presence adds life and

. charmtohishome. i

i “Iparticulary enjoy the soft,thythmic |

. hummingofbirdsin theeardymorning It .

- isarefreshingand soothing way tobegin

- eachday’hesays.

To him, the birdsong is a reminder of

- nature’s generosity,he does not need an S

© alarm, as the chirping of birds servesas | Thecompositionofthe house

a timely reminder through their dawn

: SOngs.

Thearchitectural plan

Initially, Prof Latigo had not planned
© to construct a two storey structure. His

pected turn when a neighbouring prop-
erty owner constructed a building that

. partially obstructed his once-uninter-
| Tupted view of Lake Victoria.
hispo- :

The development forced Latigo to re-
think his initial building plan. Unwilling
to surrender the scenic panorama that

¢ had inspired himtosettle in the area he

opted to redesign his house by incorpo-

. Tating a storied structure,an innovative
! adjustment meant to elevate his line of

sight above the obstruction.

The redesign successfully restored his

view of Lake Vil:toria, allowing him to

. continue enjoying the tranquil beauty

of the water and the captivating sight of

- ships docking from Mwanza, Tanzania.
. Asked what would happen if somecne

else obstructed his view, Prof Latigo says

he s prepared to elevate his own home -

for a glimpse of the waters of Lake Victo-

! ria“ThisisaviewIam determinedtopre-

serve at all costs,"he stresses.

Prof Latigo’s house is an expansive

. nine-bedroom structure thoughtfully de-
- signed to serve both private and profes-
. sional needs.It features a private sitting
room, a general sitting room, and a ded-

icated meeting room intended for confi-
dential dlscumons ,ensuring privacy for
sensitive meeting.

However, he notes that since his de-

. paring to join the university

- ertyinorderts mise tuition

- gigantic paintin
. bongo Mountains t
- tors into his com

. and a constant re

Agago District.inNort!
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parture from the Forum for Dermnoey,.
Change (FDC), such high-level meet,
nolonger happen.

Acquisitionofthe property
Prof Latien sirys he acequired the My
g0 plotin 1997 at a cost of Shs1om
the grandchildren of Jgnatius ¥
Musaazi, the founding g presider
Uganda National Congres )1
ﬁ]’ﬁp‘)hllt‘!lpjﬂﬂn Uganda and 5.,
pl[l«'.l.l' m the country’s early politic

Atthetime Musazzis exancdsnn

thededsion o dispoee of th

go, says the sale vas both
nancial Meve and anotabl
en the historical aned po
tached to the sz &

The former Leader of Op
he saw long et pote
go,and had confidence in
panding urban footpri
that has since beer vali
gohas grovmintn a highly
dential suburh,

Theextension
In abid to expan

an extension behin
rangement enablad
compound, givinz th
spadious and functional Iz,

The painting of Kalonzo and p,
bongoMountains
Prof Latigo’s most pri

around, he exp
hometown, a pla
identity and persc

For him, the art
orative piece; it s
to his origins, a so

beauty and spirit of
roundings. Kalor



