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How small holder farmers can stren_

Small holder farmers have been
advised to embrace improved and
sustainable farming practices to
cope with prolonged dry spells and
become better prepared towith-
stand, adapt to and recover from
drought and other climate shocks
without losing their livelihoods.

BY DAPHINE NAKABIRI
n a recent weather forecast press
statement, the Ministry of Water
and Environment warned that
Neanda will continuee 1o ex-
perience pralonged hot and dry con-

Niaolﬂe\lslnmrxpmrd N certain

ber-January-February dry season,
farmers have reported mk:lﬂfll’?-‘

ditions throughout Pebruary with on- ©

withstand. adant to and recover from
oul bosing !Ivdrlhtmnm'n.h
done through the ndlmn;wmk

Irrigation
ImEation remaing one of the most ef-
fectve tonals for improving apricultuml
productivity and strengithening farm-
ers'resilience to climane vanability as
watering

opposed 1o manual
Practice provides a reliable and
controlled water supply, which enables
farmers to grow crops throughout the
yeat, redurcing dependence on unpre-
dictable rainfall, and stabilises yields
during prolonped dry periods
However, aocess to affordable and offi-
aent imgation systems remains a ma-
jc.r rn.ukm for many smallholder

Ammljngmthc Ministry of Apricul-
mure,only about flve 1o 10 percent of ar-
abile land in the country is equipped

tems supplier, notes that small holder
farmers need to consider using irTiga-

several ammulumtlu:mﬂ.!
normally be harvested in the coming
‘months have already failed.

Yet, while smallholder farm-
ers make up the majority of

entirely on ruin-fed SRR I Dbefore grzmlly
agricuiture and lack A

needs, resourves, and nmdunin;?;
pacities.

their erops !l;.d-rllmm
systems that suit |rmrs;-&

scaling up as their

&"’.-

iresilience during extended dry spells

£ during dry periods,

Water harvesting irrrohoes collecting
rairrarater from surfaces such as roof
torps, farm plots, or catchment areas,
and directing it intn stnrxge struchures

+ like tanks, ponds, or small darms When
properdy stored, the water cam then be
usedd for irrigation, lvestock, or house-
hold needs, reducing dependence on
ermatic rainfall These methocds are rel-

< atively low-coat, acaptable to small

: farms, and can be implemented with

¢ locally mrailable materials,

In addition, water harvesting and
terage improve the efficiency of wa-
ter use. Farmers can manage irriga-
tion mome effectavely by apphyng water

© when crope need it most and minimiz-
i .

This contribetes to sustainable farmr
img and ensures that limited resourc-
4 are used responsibly, even in wa-

These persistent dry spells are with irrigation facilities, with most sys-
said to pose a significant threat towa- = tems concentrated in larpe-scale com- tepscare areas,
:ua':a_vuhbmmuup production,and @ menaal farms and in a few specific ne "::T.un:‘.:r‘.‘r:;?::x::mg:z
e e R AT i ey e it shared vorage s throns)
* pooling resources and this helps in re

ducing individual costs, and ensurin
equitable water distribution.

Cropand farm diversification

Diversifying crops and farming :
tetns 1% a critical strategy for smallh
er Burmers to reduce vilnerabiliv
projomged dry spells, Ths inchades.

Uganda's apricultural see- cific needs, : =
tor, accounting for ap- u % with simple opuom H ‘“’f""?"'"”".‘ﬁ“f::ﬁfé
Pproximately 70 per- 0 ‘suich as manual or pet- rietirs that can withstand
ey e w In regions prone to water s

: ty, farmers can choose drought
i antand earhMATITING CTOP var
These crops require ess water. th

alternative water FARMERS AC operations grow.
sourees, keaving them e Muhumuza says, ¢ mmore resil
highly vulnerable COUNTRY “There are several ir- © ture Fister,
i even under shortened or unpred

1o climate variability. rigation options avail-
e ‘The prolonged dry spell able, and it is imper-  riny seasons.
"::9"'" a8 2 result lead Inn-'dliﬁed tant for farmers to choase mrnmmplﬂ.nthl;‘&?
hon.on yields, income losses, and what they can manage at each  sorghasm, miliet,
Wholder raaﬂuualln‘rmhhmnﬂnld&m» stage. These include low-cost salu- rrught resistant beans. |
Iniing curity and local markets, tions such as drip irrigation kits, sprin- these crops alongside traditis
AN However. Emmanue] Kasumba, an mrmlcmgmﬂjgman¢ 0~ ples also spreads ruk, ensurir
ged dry agriculturalist based in Kambugu, ad- | Lar-powered water pumps, which are ut ¥io . ane cp £l8, others can pro
i il brace : suitable for small plots and can be ex- install, requi imnal mai field schoels, and demonstration plots | ture encourapes the wse of drought ol | strategy for building resilience a andincome.
ducing improved and suitainable farmi pandad over time= and can bexdaplad I nmnplouur playa crucial role in equipping firmers | erant and eary-maturing copvarietes. | smallholder frmers, particuls Farm diversification can als
":r. Ppractices to cope with prolanged dry ©  These not only offer practical alter- | land ::thnl-e-hﬂnnd information needed | These crops are botter suited 1o 2 prolonged dry spells. With runfall - |:\k=3_}."almz l;vnrm-ki;eiet:
- 5] and become better = mipl mmﬂmpmcﬁs L‘ﬁ'n:n\!w. i stamd Exlen,.!:d dry periods, provi becoming increasingty unpredictable, © agmforestry systemns. This sy
pells prepared 1o natives to expensive conventional sys- farmers. 1 e Farmers also benefl 4 y and stab for | relying solely on mm;‘: precipitation. : monly known as mixed {3
that allow differen e howseholls drlk‘mltnl on small- <n]c exposes you to the risk of crop Bilure i proves sail fertiliny, reduc
sections of their land using the same and recsced household food security © : disease pressure, and allow
ui pmm Depending on the systern | challenges related to high fuc] anIJ and water conser "“W" measures | i As such, water harvesting and storage © i gemerate multiple sounces
b - = these hits | tricitycosts. — &\rm%“ i Improve water managemant * techniques offer practical soluticns by © For example, planting e
mﬂdﬂﬁﬂ"ﬂlwhm e i tems not anly low rog "' addition, !hﬂman agricul- tisakey : d " foruse : : can provide shade, reduce -
from ey 2 H H Tol 1 m T
Shs1.5m per acre. : ‘tional expenses, butalsa prow : iﬁm;;u?&sﬂ
In addition, modern & ¢ and income options duri
tems promoteefficient tices. i aged
Drip irrigation, for example, delivers i
‘water directly to plant roots, reducing P b Uniiiafamcial swpps
Access to financial res

factor to adoption of reie

§ stratemies. This is becaw

i Acient funding. even v

: terventions such asin

1 water harvesting str
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