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Janani Luwum and the 
Courage Uganda still needs 

On February 15,2025 speaking on Mega FM S Tegat Talk 
honwin Gl Northern Uganda Bishop Emeritus Bnom 
Ogwang reflected on theman who had recruited 

himinto 

ministry decades earlier He described Archbishop Janani 
Luvumas aman of quie strength and unwavering v 
tion. Although he came from a traditional background, be 
carried rare spiritualsteadiness. He was ot loud. He was 
steady. 
Duringthatinterview Bishop Binoni recalled achieve. 

mehts that revealed usum's depth long before l977-10"‘ ’ 
gether with Norther Uganda Bishop Emeritus Nelson O 
ono Onyieng,he helped ead the translation of the Acho- 
1iBible from Genesis to Revelation,a demanding three. 
year endeavour requiring discipline and scholarship. At 
his consecration s Bishep f Northern Ugandain Clt 
Iuon January 25,1969,crowds filled and overflowed the 
‘grounds in what many sill recall as the largest gathering 
ever witnessed at sucha ceremony in the region. Among 
those present were President Milton Obote, z.mmbgasfurdj 
‘mer president,and senior officials,including president I 
Amin Internal Affairs mnister Oboth Ofumbiand palice 
chief Erinayo Oryema. This was not a marginal cleric who 
stumbledinto history He was alreadyamoral oree. |- 
mfl?lmfihmnmlqflwfir‘;wdmm 
e darkest chapter of Uganda's ¢ 
OnFebruary 16, 1977 Archbishop Luvu did ot walk | 

intoameeting He was arrsted and taken before a1 
that had already slenced thousands.Uganda was rpe 
by fea Disappearances were common.Arbitary AreS, 
and detentions had become routine. Families searched for 
loved ones who never returned. Speaking out carried con- 
sequences. L 
What followed was nota credible judicia process but 

staged appearance before powera proceeding whose out- 
come had long been decided That evening the govern- 
‘ment announced that the archbishop had died in a car ac- 
cident.Few believed it then, and few believe it today Eye- 
witness testimony and subsequent historicalinvestiga- 
tions established that hie had been shot after appearing be: 
fore Amin and senior security ffiials The attempt to dis- 
guise his illing only confirmed what many already knev: 
the rule f lw had collapsed. 
Yetin that darkness, Luwum refused silence. His courage 

was ot theatricaldefiance but moral canviction n a e 
sonwhen fear governed public life.As Archbishop of the 
Church of Uganda, he had publicly protested Sate killings 
and arbitrary arrests Together withfellow church lead 
ers hedelivered a formal protest letter condemning the re- 
gime’sviolence. At a time when many politicians,clergyin- 
tellegtuals and ordinary ctizens had fled info exile,gone 
underground or retreated into survival silence, Luvum 
stood in the open. He refused to sanctify injustice with qui- 
etcompliance. 
His murder shattered the llusion that fear could perma 

nently sustain power It ezposed brutality beyond denial. 
International pressure intensified. Domestically resistance: 
hardened His death became a moralindictment of icta 
torship. 
‘Todaymemorial tandin his honour:  shrine at g 

‘wengin Mucwini Kitgum:Luwum Street in Kampala; 
Church House on Kampa.a Road, and a tatue among mod: 
e martyrs at Westminster Abbey in London. His name. 

has outlived his executioners Given his place in Uganda's 
historyitis worth considering whether Entebbe Interna. 
qnnnlA@rpon should be renamed Janani Luwum Interna- 
hnna.}AIrp(lrluLM)v 
Nations are shaped not only | soldiers and presie mu,mmmm:’gwmmmuux: 

pression.Every generation faces moments when fear 
temptssilence. 

Nearly five decades later Archbishop Luwumstill con- 
mzwa%nqmmmmmm‘:fl 
‘mands courage, will we speak,or will we be remembered 
forour ilence? Shilal 

CaesarLubangakene, 
cacl iLcom 
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