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sombre mood has engulted
the different conservation
SANTOUDS across the country

| with a tone wild silverback,
mtitied as Malaya, Born on

NPring was also brutally tom
oo\ dying instantly,

10 the brutal (ight, the leader
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@ harvesting fruits and in-

ain gorillas are among the
8 most endangered species.

Pr Gladys Kalema Zikusoka, the
aref Executive Officer of Conserva-
Lan Though Public Health, the or-
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In her message, she says “Kanyonyi
Ticst fell off a tree, but while he was
recovering after treatment, a lone
fought with him becsuse

he wanted to take over his group.
Kanyonyi in his weakenad state

and sustained many injunes, which
though they were healing, left him
weaker than usual. When I last vis-
ited Kanyonyi he was eating quite
well, but still limping and walking
slowly. with ane adult female gorilla,
Karungyi and her baby keeping close
by his side™.
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Conservationists concerned as old

servation Coffee social enterprise
in 2015 to support farmers living
around Bwindi, we decided to name
our first Sog& blend after Kanyonyi

She says fighting free-
ranging gorillas is considerad part of
their normal behaviour patterns and
enables natural group succession.
She says the death of the silverback

“Conservation
participated in the post mortem,
which confirmed the major cause
of his death to be an infection in the
hip)aimaﬁenhefall.[haveknown
Kanyonyi since he was born 21 years
ago”, she says.

Much-loved patriarch
Rekindling a fond memory of the
fallen Kanyonyi, Dr Kalema s2ys he
was a playful young silverback who
Jiked interacting with human visitors.
Over the past five years, .Kanyonyi
has kept the Mubare gorilla group
together and enabled it to grow
k attracting many females. . .
“When we started the Gordlla Con-

th va:
tion efforts at Bwindi Impenetrable
National Park since tounsm began
in 1993. May his legacy continue
through stones, memories and the
Kanyonyi coffee blend”, she says.

John Simplicious Gesa, the Public
Relations Manager at the Uganda

NTROTD

vyudufe Authority says the death of
Kanyonyi is a big blow to the Mubare
family.

Gesa says the death has robbed
the country of a formidable gorilla
group that has been the backbone
of tourism and gorilla tracking in
!he country. He said, follow-
ing the death of the
former leader, the PP
group was on the
verge of disinte-
gration when
Kanyonyi

v
NUMBER OF MOUNTAIN
GORILLAS LEFTIN THE

GREATER VIRUNGA AREA

attracting
more

females. “At UWA, we are saddened
because at the death of Ruhondeza,
this group was on the edge of disin-
tegration, but as a result of his coura-
geous, steadfast and strong leader-
ship, he managed to put this group
back to the rank. The group had ac-
tually come back with very big num-
bers right now...so we are saddened
that the patriarch has passed on

‘when we needed him most and
‘we hope to embalm his remains

we can all remember him,”

and keep them safely so that,

LIPESPAN OF
TIIE GORILLA

Female mountaln gorlllas give
birth to a single baby aftera ges-
tation period (the time a mother
carries the baby before giving
birth) of nine months, just like
humans. Even though gorillas are
large animals, the newbom babies
weigh In at Just four pounds! They
rely entirely on their mother. She
carrles them until they are four
months old: Then, the babies are
able to cling to her back, which
they do until they stop nursing
at two to three years old. At age
three, mountain gorlllas are inde-
mature. Thisis

“pendent,butnot
P juvenlle stage,and It lasts

until they are six or so.
les reach sexual maturity

* atabout 10 years old, and males
. at15t0 20 yearsold. This s the

‘mature adult’ stage. In the period
between their juvenile and ma-
they are young
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cult to determine the group
=We don’t have a ranking
the custodian of the

& However, we also know that
a wild lone gorilla, Malaya
ed to beat up Kanyonyi
father, so we hope that go-
ya that is marauding in the

till too ea.rly_(o tell, but our
ors are monitoring our rangers
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| HOW GORTLIAS BREED
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Ntain gorillas live in gros

:‘)V‘l.m 030 individuals, l«-vll;v’v 1
hm"ulr- dominant male, 1fe |5
m"’:«u 5 the silverback, because
U v,lnrlll.“ wrow gray halr
wlfl :; r hacks as they nge. The
fl‘m:; the group 1s made up of
t.l\l;xr:li""l their young, and oc
m"l“‘- Y One or two young, adult
m'l"l;‘rsc«'ll‘vnrbnrk has total nceess
o emales of the group, He
(i only one thit mates with

“m, and he mates with several

are day and nj
ht trylng to monit
::\chv:;::'“wa(“\ healthand lryl:u u("lr'
still remaini
disintegrate”, he sn]d.n s

Revenue Source
mSJ:cci Its habituation, the Mubare
£ rc[\)r(-m been the biggest generator
P rl;up in Bwindi Impenetrable
s2om” Gnnzmg inrevenue of about
Sa0m) €sa said disintegration of
morf o0up would mean losing all this
m ¢y and more because habituat-
é: nﬁon]ln takes along process.

gorv;uam Game Park has a total of 15
pﬂmiugroups. Each group has cight
Lo per day and if all groups are
lmnsIaS:”yi the park gets $72,000,
ity 8 into about $1.3 million
grf:pwccajnnss[t;mm and pray that the

y together and some-
how come out of this shocking and

of them. When mates reach adult
hood, they typieslly leave to form
(heir own group or to challenge a
sllverback in order to take over an
established group.

‘Though the male is dominant, It
{4 the female that decides when to
mate, When she is ready, she will
approach the male.

After having a babry, females will
not mate again for several years
and usually have only one baby
every four years at most. Gorilla
mating is not seasonal, and can
happen any time of yenr.
“vrorw.study com

unexpected death of Kanyonyi”, he
says.

About Mubare Group

Mubare was the first gorilla group
to be habituated for tourism in EINP
beginning in 1991, and following a2
two-year habituation period the
group was officially opened for tour-
ism in 1993 with 12 group members.
The group leader at the time of ha-
bituation was Ruhondeza who also
fathered Kanyonyi.

In August 1994, Ruhondeza staged
one of his major battles in which he
recruited six new family members
believed to be remnants of the then
Katendegyere gorilla family which
disintegrated into the DR Congo later
in early 1998. Some of Ruhondeza’s
unique characters included practice
of infanticide of his own male off-
spring. 3

By the time of Kanyonyi's birth,
about five male baby gorillas born
in the Mubare group had been mur-
dered by Ruhondeza. .

Kanyonyi Is born
Ruhondeza was almost 24 years
old when he sired Kanyonyi and he
demystified the former belief in hi
infanticide character by allowing
Kanyonyi and his male siblings in-
cluding Muyambi, to live up to ma-
turity. By 2011, Ruhondeza could no
longer manage to stage major battles
- as he had further advanced in age

frilla group faces breakdown

andd zome of his greup members had
10y disperse while others mesumbed
try nartural death, reducing the group
size t0y only three members, Rubon

deza died on June 26, hen he
s 30 years ol

Kamyoryl's Tenurs

‘The death of Ruhondeza marked
the onset of an e for an enthusias
tie young man, ready to demonstrate
that he too can Jead ata yout
of just 16 years, Amony the
maining family members were one
of Kanyonyi's sisters (Malaika/An
gel) and his only brother (Muyambi/
Helper).

Beginning October 2012, Kanyonyi,
in the company of his younzer
brother Muyambi embarked on a
mission to restore the lost glory of
their father’s family through recruit-
ment of new members; and by No-
vember 2013 Karryonyi had recruited
three members from the wild into his
family thereby increasing the tamily
size o Six.

Kanyonyi continued to pursue more
members and by January 2014 he had
five more members, two from Habi-
nyanja and three from Rushegura
bringing the numbers to eleven
members. During his short tenure,
Kanyonyi sired eight infants from
eight different females in his zroup
but only four are still alive as the
other four died in infancy.

QUICK FACTS ON
THR MOUNTAIN
GORILLA

Common Name: Mountain Gorlia
Scientific Name: Gor la beringei
bermget

Type: Mammals

Diet: Omnivores

Group Name: Trooo, band
Average life span in The Wild:
35 years

Size: Standing height, 4 19 6 ft
Welght: 300 to 485 lbos (136~
220kgs)

Size relativa to a 6-ft man

—www.nationalgeographic.com
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SEMPAYA HOT SPRINGS: These
and female hot springs are located
the escarpments of Semliki River Va
In Bundibugyo town. They are cons-
to be a habitat for a variety of wildla
wetland birds, 2nd supply saity mir
to many animals. While ther2, you
cook simple food, boil eggs and 2!
tea from the hot steaming spring§
SARAH NAKIGOZJ, SOCIAL WOR!
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