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Schools hike fees despite

Education ministry warni

Ressane, Schoale and their
tequiatore eite high cost of
production and cost of living as
the main teasons hehind their
hike of eshnols fers or vty
chargee
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KAMPALA. Third term is here
again; the shortest yet most
demanding. Some schools will
only allow into classroom chil-
dren with zero balance, yet each
day a child misses class can be
detrimental as this is a promo-
tional term,

As was expected, some
schools have hiked school fees
despite warnings from the Min-
15try of Education and Sports.

InFebruary, Education minis-
ter Janet Museveni directed all

-5thools to submit to the min-
istry their budgets for the Jast
three years and were tasked to
seek.permisslon from the min-
Istry’s permanent secretary be-
fore Increasing any fees.

sides schoo) fees, different

i:chools have different charges

bo Tun other projects such as
UYINg a school bus, building a
school laboratory, library, and

SWimming poo),

Some Schools n,
ow charge
gi i:]igrh as_rShs700,000 l‘o;ga
k uniform and probab}
ShsSO0.00? for developmen{
f of year party, sports
Jel’s'ey,lourfe.esandmnygt‘imr
activities, This is not to exclude
other r

equirements, inclug-
ing baking flour (for students
that take Fooq and Nutrition
courses), rice, homework fee
cement, stationery, slashcrs:
reamof papers and brooms that
bring the tota) to nearly Shs3m.,

Mr Moses Mukisa, a parent

nearly half the school fees he
Wasrequired to pay wit}{hl a sl;t
deadline for his son who was to
Join st }{.enry‘s College Kitovu.
This fee is purportedly to guar-
antee a vacancy for one's child
fore the new term opens,
“The money is part of the
school fees so you are sure your
chxld_has a place in the school
but it’s not refundable once
you change your mind to take a

childto another school” Mukisa -

says.

Lump sum versus top-up fees

Mr Deogratius Ssekakoni, the
deputy head teacher of Seeta Ju-
nior School, says schools plan-
ning to charge extra fees should
explain to parents what the fee
is meant for or else it becomes a
burden to parents.

“It is better for schools to
incorporate the extra charges
into schools fees and charged
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third term begins, parents have to dig deeper Into
charges. m1010 Ry ALEX ESAGALA

at once so that it does not be-
come a burden to the parents,”
he advises,

But Mr Jamiru Buwembo, the
headmaster of Kakungulu Me-
morial Secondary School, says
should schools incorporate the
extra charges into school fees,
the parents would complain
about the inflated school fees.

“School administrators should
make proper communication to
the parents to explain how the
extra charge would ease the stu-
dents learning, but indicating it
as school fees would make the
parents think that schools have
increased fees,” he says.

Mr Ssekakoni says some fees,
including for study tours, are
genuine and parents should pay
for them without question be-
cause field tours are part of the
school curriculum, but warns
that schools should levy charges
thatareaffordable. -~ .-

“School tours are genuine, as

- for how much; may be difficult
.to establish because the tours

may be within local or regional
setting and the schools operate
within the national economy
where prices for most services
and commodities are-high,” he

“says. .,

Unregulatad‘entraprenwn

A story published by this

Liberalisation of the economy
by the government is thus pre-
senting challenges on regulate
of entrepreneurs in the edgca-
tion sector, forcing Ugandainto
aregulatory fixwith top bureau-
crats and politicians who, by l;.xw
and deploymentare tasked with
enforcing the rules, are the very

.playersin the sgctor.
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" Noguidelines.Mr

* Robinson Nsumba Lyazi,

* the director Basic and
Secondary Education at
the Ministry of Education
and Sports, says the
fees review committee
chairperson has not yet
submitted his findings
so there cannot be any

-*quidelines for the third:
tem. -
More charges. Ms
Florence Nankya, a
former student at Kitebi
Secondary School, was
asked to pay a fee of Shs
30,000, buy a school
magazine and umbrella
when she went to pick her
A-Level exams results slip.

newspaper on July 3, cited con- - -

flict of interest among polic’y
implementers and the State’s.

surrendering of delivery of ..

quality education to the private
sector that auctions it to the.
highest payer.

Seeta High Schools, one of the
private schools owned by State
minister of Education John
Chrysostom Muyingo, has been
mentioned by many parents as
one of the schools that charge
exorbitant extra fees.

Some of the key officials in
the Ministry of Education own
some of the private schools yet
they are supposed to regulate
them; thereby creating an un-
comfortable fix.

Mr Phillip Majweega, a parent
says: “Competition is good for
the education sector because
it calls for better services, but
there is need to compute the
unit cost of providing quality

to board a taxi In New Tax!| Park, Kampala recons
thelr pockets as several schools hiked fees on to

education as we]] as
service providers
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Way out?

Some parents
to relocate their
betlcr-performing sch
charge more thap gy 5t

Painfy),

J

afford to relative]y c;{, Can

schools even when
perform very well.

In some schools,
first offered a bank flair‘;”ts
$hs2.5m for schoo] fo,
thereafter are issueq wif
of other requirements u
first clearing the schop) 1

“At this point, a pﬂl’enie
ready in a fix becayse the
paid the biggest amg,,
there is no way to baci
to painfully pay t
expenses.”

On August 30, it wag re
that a commission of i
wasinstituted to iny,
fees structure for b, o
and secondary priya

Mr Robinson Nsumj,
the director Basic anq g .
ary Education at the Minjq,,
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fees review committee
person has not yet sy,
his findings so there ca
be any guidelines for the
Term.
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“We are planning to sta

implementing the

regulat R

lop

guidelines at the beginnin, 1

nextyear as the regulatory
mittee plans to
by the end of the year. We
therefore write circulars
schools showing the varj
centres of expenditures we s
have agreed upon,” he says,
But he says the minist,
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schools which have exorbitany),

hiked the fees for now.
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