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BY TREVOR LUTALO 

KAMPALA. The government has 
turned its focus to regional tourism de- 
velopment as'it shifts from post-pan- 
demic recovery to expansion, follow- 
ing arecord performance in 2025, when 
tourism earnings rose to $1.7b, the high- 
estin Uganda's history. 
International arrivals jumped from 1.3 

million in 2024 to 1.65 million in 2025, 
marking the first time visitor numbers 
have surpassed pre-Covid levels, accord- 
ingto MrMartin MugaiTa. the State min- 
ister for TourismWildlife and Antiquitie. 
“The sector has achieved its highest 

performance in history. Revenues have 
grown from $1.28Db in 2024 to $1.7b 
in 2025, and arrivals have increased 
from 1.3 million to 1.65 million. This is 
astrong signal that Uganda is competi- 
tive again,” Mr Mugarra said following a 

courtesy visit to the Igenge Palace of the 

Kyahazinga of Busoga Kingdom, William 
GabulaNadiope TV,this week. 
“Our task now is to ensure that this 

growth is inclusive. We want regions 

like Busoga to participate in the tour- 

ism value chain fully That is why we are 

strengthening partnerships and formal- 

ising collaboration with cultural institu- 

tions"headded. 

The visit coincided witha three-day re- 

treat for top management of the Tour- 
ism ministry where officials discussed 
a five-year strategy to diversify tourism 

products, improve coordination among 
agencies,and unlock underutilised her- 
itage sites. At the centre of discussions 
was a proposed NMemorandum of Un- 
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Govttargelsregional tourism development 
derstanding (MoU) between tie mini 
eration in site development, market iy and conservation, A “We are grateful for the: greatinitiati and work you're doing for us, Ofcou':ei We've partnered in many initiatives be- fore, but T am glad we've already pro- 
gressed in some of the tourism activi- 

he said.“We shall look forward to working with you in strengthening our relationship through an official MoU;" 
the Ryabazinga said. 
The Kyabazinga highlighted iconic sites such as the Source of theNile,which 

he hopes will receive United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization (Unesco) recognition, and 
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‘t’gun’sm site.It has been 
leftouthe said. 

Boosting heritage offeri
ngs 

Minister Mugarra emphas
ised that 

the government aims to expand
 be[: 

yond wildlife tourism by b
oosting cul 

tural and heritage offerings.“As govern-
 

ment, we are now moving from rec
ov- 

ery to expansion. We are strengthening 

regional tdurism circuits and ens
uring 
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that our culture and heritage ares, 
cased globally™ 
The Kyabazinga said Busoga v, 

toplay a greater role innational , 
growth and cultural preservation, 
“Our focus is on conservation ap, 

‘motion of key sites, and we beliey, " 
i we work together, we shall ba 
bring prestige and showcase ;" 
ture, our heritage,and the varig,,, 
ism sites within Uganda,”he saj 
mending the Uganda Hotel anq’;, 
ism Training Institute in Jina . " 
porting cultural eventssuch as g, 
Iu Climbing Challenge and 
full-board bursaries to studen: 
the kingdom. Within the fourth 
al Development Plan, tou 
ed to generate an ambitious 
enueby 2040,and domest] 
cultural heritage are among i 
cowstargeted. 
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