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Justificatlon. The ambassador
says a lot of money is spent of
buying the machines yet they are
not serviced.

BY DENIS EDEMA
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

JINJA. The Japanese Ambassador
to Uganda has warned the Works
ministry over poor maintenance
of road equipment that he said
has resulted in the breakdown of
machines. .

Mr Kazuaki Kameda made the
remarks while launching a training
workshop on road equipment for
250 operators from 35 districts
of eastern Uganda at the Civil
Service College Uganda in Jinja on
Monday.

“I would like to once again
emphasise the significance of
proper servicing and maintenance
of road equipment if its value,
quality and durability are to be
realised,” Mr Kazuaki told the
operators who will undergo four
weeks training.

Concerns

The ambassador said some
road equipment in the country
is grounded due to poor proper
maintenance and servicing, a
trend, he said, government should
take seriously.

“Most Ugandans like Japanese
products because of their quality
and durability. Although they are
very expensive, this is not an offer
to Uganda; the country is going
to pay a lot of money some years
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to come. So it is important to use
them as instructed,” Mr Kazuaki
cautioned. Works minister Monica
Ntege Azuba said 500 operators,
who have been trained in Gulu and
Luwero zones, are now familiar
with the new machines from Japan
unlike those from-China.
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Milestone. Works minister Monica Azuba inspects machines to be distributed to eastern Uganda districts in Jinja on Monday.

BACKGROUND

Move: Government has
purchased road equipment
worth Shs600 billion from
Komatsu Company in Japan in
form of a loan.

oad equipment

p= -

“Government realised the acute
shortage of machine operators
in 2011 when road equipment
purchased from China broke down
simply because there were no
people to service them (machines).
We are going to put these into
proper use this time,” she said.
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