NSRS RA W A e

16

LN L) ISR | |

SATURD

Crealive economy

——— '“—:-—-————————_____——.._.—.———"'_————_—__'——'——'__—'_'

Why Uganda’s_s_tars
abandoning the industry

actress and award winning pro-
ducer, moved to the US in 2019
for greener pasteurs. PHOTOY
|SAAG SSEJJOMBWE

Glaire Nampala, a Ugandan

The creatives’ departure reflects a deeper crisis
within Uganda’s creative economy, where talent
alone is no longer enough to guarantee survival,
let alone growth. We look at some of the creatives
who have chosen new paths.

BYISAAC SSEJJOMBWE
nee celebrated as the heartbeat of
Uganda's cultural expression, many
local creatives are quietly stepping
away from the entertainment sec-
torinsearch of more stable and sustain-
able livelihoods. Musicians, filmmak-
ers, fashion designers, and visual art-
ists,once driven by passion and nation-
al pride, are increasingly abandoning
the industry after years of inconsistent
income, limited institutional support,
and shrinking opportunities.
Their departure reflects a deeper cri-

sis within Uganda's creative economy,
where talent alone is no longer enough
to guarantee survival, let alone growth.
We look at some of the creatives who

have thrown in the towel.
GRENADE OFFICIAL

Musician Grenade Official, real
name Deus Ndugwa, left Uganda
and is now settling in the United
Kingdom, allegedly in pursuit ofa
betterlife aftera slow yearmu-
-sicallylast year. It is said he went
to try his luck abroad as he looks
for stability and new opportuni-
ties. Sources further claim that
his travel was financed by aclose
female companion reportedly
staying with him in the UK.

Dre Cali

" He was once one of the artistes to
watch out for. A bright career ahead of

him spearheaded by Ykee Benda un- |

der Mpaka Records. He recorded songs
like Ekifuba, Ebisooka N'ebisembayo,
Singa Omanyi, Onanagiza with Lyd-
ja Jazmine, Akayimba with Myco Qu-
ma and Singa Omanyi alongside Wea-
sel among others but in 2022, Dre Cali
secretly abandoned the Ugandan mu-
sic scene, fleeing to Canada without no-
tice and until now, what he is doing is

still amystery

Afando Kerckere

At one time, Afande Kerckere was one
of the best comedians in Uganda, de-
picting the lives of police officers. He
was a true comedian who part-timed
as a rugby umpire and then TV pre-
senter at later stages of hiscareer. When
he was fired from Bukedde TV, he de-
cide to seek greener pastures in the UK
in2020.

ZexBirangirangi
With songs like Nalinda, Ratata,
Parte Yani,and Magazine,among
others, artiste Mayega Tadeo,
alias Zex Birangirangi, was
really destined for greatness,
but earlier last year, he sur-
- prised many when he de-
cided to relocate to the US.
. He started by selling off
- all his belongings, includ-
ing cars and other as- -
sets. Rumour had it that
he moved to be:with his
girlfriend Sherry Coco,
~ an Americancitizen,
- Rabadaba
Ugandan dancehall
artiste Rabadaba (re-
al name Faisal Seguya)
relocated to the Unit-
ed Kingdom, leaving
behind a music career
that spanned over 10
years. Rabadaba stat-
ed he did not move to
the UK for “greener pas-
tures”or work but rath-
. er for a break, but we un--
- derstand he moved to live
* with his then wife,Nnalongo
| Maggie,after they legalised their
relationship,but their relation-
ship ended thereafter. There
were, however, some re-
ports that he had rekin-
dled his relationship
with his baby mama,
Sheila Fergusori, who is
. alsobased inthe UK.

. Michael Ross Kakooza
' Hebecame popular
. in the early 2000s
as a break dancer
and singer with
songs like Seno-
rita, Yoyo, and
You're the One
among others,
In 2018,
he was
shameless-
ly bounced
off stage by
bou_m:e:s

. America’s
' R&Bsing-
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