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review mining polic 
By Moses Mulondo 
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“The Government has cmbarked 
on amending he Mining Polcy 
and Mining Act 1o empower 
oal artsan_miners 10 
partcipate in mining actvics. 
“his was revesled yeserday 

by the Minister of Encrgy and 
Mineral Development, Irene 
Muloni, while -~ responding 
0 thepettion moved by 
Mubende MPs over the rcent 
aicion of local gold artisan 
miners i Mabende, 

decision. followed_a 
meeting  President Yoweri 
Muscveni had wih the MPs, 
ministers and ocalleaders 
from Mubende on Sunday (0 
el the impassc._arising 
from the Government decison 
that let over 70000 people 
eictd out of the gold mines in 
Mubende, 
The MPs led by Bukuya 

County MP Dr Michael 
Bulenya had threatened to quit 
IRM if govemment refused to 

allo te et bk o = T I A 
e gold mines Energy minister Irene Muloni (right) an lawokota South John Bost 
Moloni assured the House  Sequya chat after plenary yesterday. Photo by Maria Wamala co Lubyayl 

yestetdsy thal ihin jut one 
montha dftamended minig ]| s i being done to ensure B, B, Nomutuna policy \wuldc age ready  for aramoja were not 
presenting to Cabinet. 3 In her e, Mul id: i ko g ve Chereis harmonybetweenthe e ition s legislators that before this year we shall be going to those other 
s iy wold b Sqll-scale miners and the large s v ' g completed drafing a Bil for 1o regulate small-scale miners.” 
amending the Mining Act to put H ’ In his ruling on the mater, e et SCALE NS, e oo e Dot S for ensuring the local artisan Patliament, Jacob. Oulanyah, 
groups are_emponered with asked the Exccutive to address 
the necessary support to various  underikings to  “We have been able 1o issues of concem for Mubendle meaningflly paticpate in the organise, empower, and reach here because of the resdents  which  fequire ucrative business of mining so  regulate the anisan miners. — overwheluming, support  urgent interventions as- the 
thatitisnotlefi as an exclusive ~ Reacting o Muloni's  Parliament ~ accorded ~ the natural resources committee business for orcign investors. ~ presentation,  Dr Bukenya  petiton  we  brought.  We of Parliament scrutinises the Muloni also revealed that in ~ confirmed that they had met  ask Parliament o delay the  petiion 10 advise Parlament the meeting with the President, ~ the President and agreed on  disposing of our a petiton on what needs to be done in they had afso resolved (o give  many things including. a pan  untl we' have scen scrious  area of policies and laws. 
five square Kilometres of the 1o compensate those who were — commitment fom the Executive  On - August 4, the army 
land vith gold back 1o the local evicted for their propertes 10 address the concerns of the  invaded Bukuya sub-county 
artisan miners. which they lost. people of Mubende,” Bukenya  in Mubende and evicted over 
“Al this is being done to Bukenya also revealed that  requested, 70,000 people from the arcas 

ensure there s harmony  the President had promised 10 Speaking on behalf of the  with gold reserves afer giing 
between the smallscale miners  visit Mubende on October 2110 Leader of - Oppositon, the  ther a notice of only o hours. 
and the large scale miners. ~ listen 0 thei concemns. deputy Opposition chief whip  The area with gold deposits 
The Government is committed  The President also promised  Roland Kaginda tasked the ~is over 208 square kilometres 
10 empowering our people 10 1o meet the MPs, minisies,  minister with exphining why in size and the Government legally particpatein the mining  and_Mubende local leaders  only artisan gold miners of has given it 10 State House 

fuloni argued. —on September 26 10 finalie  Mubende were evicted and  head of land division Gertru 
promised that  the discussions they had on  those who operate in other  Njuba who s parteri 

government would  inifale  September 10,2017 parts of the couniry such as  investors from the 
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