 What awaits Balimwezo at City Hall:
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Balimwezo said among the biggest challenflos — petyat precame on infrastructu,

facing the new administration is Kampala's
deteriorating road network and worsening

traffic congestion.

BY SHABIBAHNAKIRIGYA

e newly sworn in Knmpala

Lomd Mayor, Mr Ronald Ral
frvwesn Nsubupa, hine off-
dally aesmed office, carry-
ing the hopes of o city grappling
with traffic conpestion, garbape
accumulation, unemployment,

transforming Uganda's eapital

“Ac Lordd Mayor of Kampala, iy
miegion is to uild a clean.organ
feeel inclueive, productive and ac-
countable city that works for all
its people.he said

The Lonl Mayor described Kam
pala as Upanta’s economic heart-

with an estimated daytime pop
ulation of four rillion peomie, im-
cluching traders, reveflers, migrant
workers and refupees

Mespite Kampala's importance,
he arguedd that the city remains
underfunded

*A¢ we conclude the arrrent fi-
nancial year with a budget of
about Sheaso hllion and prepare
for a prajected budget of over
Shst trillion, the allocation re-
mains far below the actual infra-
structure and service delivery de-

flooding, cormuption concerns— beat, contributing about 79 {\rr- mandshe said.
and! deteriorating public infra. cent to the country’s GDEyet bur
structune, dened by rpid urbanisation, M”"dm_m

e I hishirstmajor address afler  weakphnningand overstretched M Ralimmwezo said among, the
taking oath yectenday Ralimwe-  services higeest rhnl?lmplvs facing the new
o outlined an ambitious vision According to Mr Balimwern, administrtion is Kampala's dete-
centrd on accountability profes:— Kampala City that officially re-  riorating road network and wors-
sionalism. inclusiveness and ev- corded anieht populationof 1,79 ening trafMic congestion.
idence-based reforms aimed at— million people, understates the “The city has more than 2,100
% O
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kilometresof roads,many of them
unpaved or beyond their design
lifespan. A road is like a person. It
must be maintained in all ways,”
hesaid.
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TOP ON AGENDA
MrBalimwezo said hisad-
ministration will prioritise
stakeholder consultations
involving taxi operators,
boda boda riders, market
vendors, youth groups, in-
vestors, religious leaders
and civil society organisa-
tions. He acknowledged
findings by the Inspecto-
rate of Government poin-
ting to integrity gapsin
city management and pro-
mised that law enforcers
would be fair and non-se-
lective.
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rolipious leaders andl edvil e, fy
mations

“Tﬂ::! fiture of Kamipalieaty,
B dostmmed by leaders alone
mttst be shaped eallectively by,
takehiolder, e said

Mr Balimwezo also ki,
eelped Nnddings by the speey,
ateof Geovernment pointing t
tegrity gaps Incity managemeyy

=rhis underacores the ey,
need to strengthen tranapar.,,
cy integrity and efficiency wir,,
city prvernance.”he sajdl.

tie promised that law enfir,
ment under his leadership wo,y,,
be fairand non-aelective

Judiciary calls for integrity
While presiding over the sy
ing-in ceremony, Justice pj;.
Neumbe Kidasa urged the inee,,
ing leaders to uphold integy,,
and aceountability /
“The peopleofKampala have .,
trusted you with leadership ap,
is expected that you shall uphy,
therule of law, promote transp,
ency,safeguard public resoygy,.
and work together for the conti; "
ued development and tran:f,,
mationof the capital city"she .,
Kampala Capital City Authogj,,
(KCCA) Executive Director s,/
fah Buzeki pledged a harmnop,, -
working relationship with b, ‘ml
wezo as the city leadership begi.
anew term focused on servica y,,
livery, infrastructure and urb,,
transformation. y
Ms Buzeki described the g,
s!on as amajor institutional 1, n
snljon that signals renewed com,
mitment toimproving Kampl,
“We are ready to work with Yoy
Kampala residents now expa,,
tangible service delivery ra;,
er than political disagreeme;,,.
Goneare the days when resicl;...,
of Kampala would wait for |
entations and clap. What they
looking for now is work” she tolg
i ing leadership. :
Meanwhile, newly sworn in pyy.
awa West coundillor Olive Narn,
zi revealed that the incomjp,,
mUI]:Cﬂ intends tD]l-lSh for an le:
quality ordinance and stricy en.
vironmental enforcement me; ;.
ures.
“Poor waste management ang
pollution are worsening pyp,.

: lichealth conditions in Kamnpa),
modern waste technologies ca- ~ Out of every 10 people, nine a,,
pable of permanently solvingthe  breathing unsafe air she said_
city’sgarbage crisis,"he said. D;l:hhndyemst counallor Sseng;
Informal sector, accountabil- o forarﬂnlws;md ﬁﬁkﬁfﬁi
L markets, drainage systems, was.
Mr Balimwezo also pledged to  management and youth livel'-‘.
addresschallenges affectingstreet  hoods. ’
vendors and informal workers,  MrSsendi,who previously repre.
warning that aggressive enforce-  sented Ggaba and Kansanga,s,{ﬁ
ment operations without alter-  his expanded constitue ney noy
natwesmul;!wonmunemplor covers nine parishes,in-:ludip:
ment and crime. Muyenga, Namuwongo, Kans:;,
*Over 60 percent of Kampala’s ~ gaand Ssembule. Among his 1.
people survive in the informal  jor priorities is the constructicy,
econony;he said. . of the long-awaited Ggaba Mark:
Heacdmowledged longstanding  under the Greater Kampala M.
corruption concerns within KC-  ropolitan Area project supponga
CAand promisedreforms focused by the Wodd Bank.
onﬁ-ansparemg_ professionalism  “We managed to secure fun.
and accountability _ ingfor three markets and one o
Mr Balinmwezo said his adminis- = them is Ggaba Market. Constp,
tration will prioritise stakehold- ' tion begins this yearand itwiﬂar‘
ermnsn.llmumqulﬁmtaxiup- mnumdatemomthanﬁ,ooo\-e:
erators,bodaboda riders,market  dors Ssendirevealed. N



