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heenah wanted t0 Kg:'

towTL, i
down rce.or0ld |

Taxi Park to buy 2 sder |
tific calculator. But her best :
friend, isi, warned her that :

sivelrs}mbmmai.

“Besides, we always fight
school to beat theline tothe
dining hall whenever they :
cook chicker.” Sheenah said. :
“pnd 1 don't think Kikuubo is :
anydifferent,”she added.

«and don't forget I played ;
rughy in Senior TwoTamthe :
tugging queen. If need be, 1 :
will elbow anyone who dares
to shove, pick-pocket, or steal :
my stuffl” Sheenah threat- |

laughing.

Soon, Sheenah jumped :
on a boda boda and head-
ed downtown, ignoring her :
friend’s warning.

However, the moment she :
got off the boda boda, shere-
ceived a harsh reality check. ;

! mil Kwaata $

: ing sound. A few steps awa
i : a woman was slapping (0
2l | sandalsagainsteachotherto ;

eeti Jukumil”
Geta mathematical set at

§hs1,000) 2 :
ted while grind-
They chan! ineral wa-

she was suddenly sckeq

 thecrowd.Her et g .
: tact with the groung -
p‘IESS'I.IIE of bodies from H]E[
sides squeezed her uprig,
: locking her arms to her i,
: 8he was not walking any.

screech- : crowd shifted, surged 5

i swallowed her whole,iftin,
¢ and pushing her forwarq i,
: rainwaterinaflood,

: When the pressure easeq
: and she finally regained he;
: ‘balance and looked arouyg
¢ she found herselfin the se;.

- | tion that sold baby creams,

basins, | insect repellents, wines ang

| tween
The crushing sounds, am- :
i plified by the vendors'hoarse
: voices, merged into a chaofic
: choir. It was so haunting and
deafening that Sheenah al-

most turned back.

In that moment, she be- :

gan imagining all the bad

: things that could happen if

she dared step into the sea of
madness,

Catching COVID-19, faint-
ing, pickpockets, phone
snatchers, Also, what if she

needed to use the toilet? :
: What if she bought a counter-

feit calculator?
Still, the prices were fair,

and tempting. If a mathe-
i matical set is 8hs1,000 out

here, then I might get a sci-
entific calculator for Shs3000
inside the Kikuubo shops,she

Sheenah had never seenso : thought,

many peo_ple packed into :
one place in her entire life. :
Even her confidence disap- ;

Right in front of her were
men chanting the same an-
songon repeat: :
“Kwaata seeti luky-:

Sheenah took a deep breath
and stepped forward. Her
planwas to squeeze her body

: ly make her way toward the |

Inner shops.
Unfortunately for her, the

second she took her next step, :

: spirits, empty jerrycans,
: doormats, sisal bags,and gar-
: deningtools.

; Her heart pounded. At that
: point, the only thing she
: prayed for was to go back
: home, Then God answersd
: her prayers.

¢ in huge saucepans mou

: ed on wooden wheelbarros |

: passed by. Sheenah noticed
 that one of them had achill
¢ scooping the pilau, while the
: other man had to stop and
 climbupto scoopit himsel:
:  She also noticed something
I glse, the Kikuubo crowd was
: yoluntarily parting o v
* way to the pilausellers.
Quickly, Sheenah struck
! deal with the second mi
: She would help him scoo¥
* and sell pilau to the h
 crowd while he pushed t¢
: wheelbarrow. That way st
* could move along with the
 wheelbarrow as the 0"
! cleared a path until they =¥
: jted Kikuubo. o
The pilau-scoopinG b{ﬂ ;'
)

| took almost two ours
i saved herlife.

Two men selling pilau e |
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