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Frustration as govt fails to
; pay farmers for tea seedlings

pt. Tea farmers in Kigezi and Ankole

briefly

Elders express concern

KAMWENGE. tldars in Kiyagara
Parish in Kahunge Sub-cbunty,
Kamwenge District. have expressec
concern over children whom they
said have continued to «ill their
parents over land issues. Speaking
during a meeting with the sub-
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overnment. : : a government programme in part- The mesting was organised by 1
from g ent nursery beds in the region worth governm : . Karambi Action for Life Improve
Shs45 billion. DryhspelI.Forrmr nership with Mr James Musinguzi ai s govar:::n A :‘al;;gar;?sai/i
BY ROBERT MUHEREZA “Tea farmers in the region are ~Ruhaama Garuga. X el s i
& PEREZRUMANZI  completely devastated because the %"?hmb" _ The President also asked the min- !2:’ :::“;fr to h:ght domestic v
editorial@ug.nationmediacom  government has not honoured its Mr Augm,m' gge: to tixarmlr’xe th% ;d};e: v(;i;e;g\ :v:r-x [ uhame]
commitment of paying them. Some san ctin the sub regl '
KABALE. Tea farmers in Kigezi and  properties of tea farmers have been ::f:: :rl\;.mdysm nursery beds in future. . 2
; Ankole sub-regions are frustrated attached and sold. We ask President 82 hectare tea On November 22, 2016, the Pru}- Residents urged
5 over government’s failure to pay for Museveni to urgently intervene be- plantation near cipal Private Secretary to the Presi- z
| tea seedlings supplied . cause all our efforts have been frus- hishomeinKitwe dent, Ms Molly Kamukama, wroteto | KAKUMIRO. Bishop Emer
| “Some farmers have abandoned trated,” MrByaruhanga said. Town Councilbut  the permanent secretary of Ministry | Baharagate has advised resi
F . their homes for fear of being arrested . Tea growing in Kigezi sub-region {twascompletely  of Agriculture in regard to the Presi- | Kakumiro District to protect
I over unpaid bank loans while others' was launched by President Museveni ""Pzd out d‘;"i"g dent’s directive over payment forthe | ment. While leading mass =
I have lost their properties to money in 2008 with a pledge from govern- thacry.spell- tea seedlings. | jubilee of three Dominican:
| , lenders. ment to buy tea seedlings from pri- Noresponse.Mr Ms Kamukama said the President | St Andrea Kahwa's Shrine
Several farmers blame government  vate nursery bed operators and dis- BYyaruhangasays  directed that Naads should make | on Tuesday Bishop Bahar:
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Frustration as govt
fails to honour pledge

“If it was not
President
Museveni's
directive, hundreds
of people in Ankole
and Kigezi regions
would not haye
risked staking
their properties

in commercial
banks to get

loans to inyest in
the tea growin
Project. We nead
to meet Presidant
Museveni over this
matter

PILP ZIkAPEREy,  irTigated the tea gardens to R
CHAIRMAN KABALE & Up. :
DISTRICTTEANURSERY ~ He saiq following the long dry
BED OPERATORS spell, key stakeholders haye en-
gaged the Ministry of Agriculture
to have the gardens replanteq in
vain. “We informeq the Ministry of
g ; Agriculture anq adopted a report
Ygi are 9;1'}119 to to find the measures on how we
gee dll‘I:]“ 3 can € gap but the response
gs and: 1
Pay the farmer has been S0 slow. The seedlings in
all their m oney, € nurseries haye Overgrown that
am coming to €y can’t be planteq » Mr Byary-
Kigezi very soon anga said.-
to plead with the Mr James Tinkamanyire, the
tﬁa farmers s. Bwongyera Sub~county chairper-
; ;:itet::y can be Son in Ntungam District ang 5 tea
] farmer, Says at least 95 Der cent of
\IlﬂllNNDlglgRSg'EMPIJJA, the teg Seedlings he had planteq
dried yp, j
AGRICULTURE The Ntungamg District heaq of
Operahon Wealth Creation(OWC)
“We nformeg Ig John Tumwebaze, said out
e Ministry of 800,000 tea seed}ing§ planted b
Agriculture an d armers i tha ch_stnct, less th
adopted a repor 4, ;500 surviveq, He howevey Noted
find the Measures tha% lack propei"feasibilify study -
on how we ¢ap O teq gy Inthe gy ion i
fill the gap byt ecting the proig, i3 Pregionis
e respons_e has The State Mmj]stcexl for Ecop,
el Yenormg e Bomons
OUrseries haye Dr.KaslnvuAtwOle, an ednesda
OVergrown thet Said he wag aware of the 8llevanceg
hey can't b ut Teferreq yg to the ister of
planted” Culture
FRANKBYARUNANGY,  The Ster of Agric :
CHAIRPERSY Vincent Ssempijja, saiq his m; Mr
FORTHE Soy7y 1S looking fo gy o oney to pyy
WESTERN REGioNn,  for the seeqlings are goipe
TEANURSERY BED Brocure ) the g 5 oo to
OPERATQRS hosy &S and pay
. g e farmers. all th 1 OneY. Iai
o th:ot Klg;em VeIysoon o pe
€a S0 that they
ailé]e Patient» aid.
OVernment Committeq 1,
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directive, hundreds of people in
Ankole and Kigezi regions_ would
not have risked staking their prop-
erties in commercial banks to get
loans to invest in the tea growing
project. We need to meet President
Museveni over this matter,” Mr
Philip Zikampereza, the chairman
of Kabale District tea nursery bed
operators, said.
Besides non-payment, most of
the tea seedlings grown in Ankoe
and Kigezi sub regions, dried up
due to the prolonged dry season
leaving farmerg counting losses.
Mr Byaruhanga said if the farm-
ershad been paid, they would have
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