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Ina recent publication by the Dan:
Fhmintstey of ferefien affairs about
the «tatus of poverty and macto

veanomic environment and agrl
cultire fram time of Independence,
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promice in the imemedinge post-inde
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Thie was due 1o mlsmanagement,
politieal instability and eivil wars and
by 1986, the economy had collapsed
WIth GDP of 20 per cont lower than
I peak in 1970
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mote liberalisation of the markets of
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Export earnings
Revenues. According to 2016/2017
budget statement, the sector
contubutes 36 per cent foreign
exchange earnings from export of
ploducts mainly coffee, cotton, tea,
maize flour, nee and banana,

The National groundnut project
coordinator who doubles as the head
of oil crops at the National Semi Arid
Resuur_ces Research Institute Serere,
Dr David Kalule Okello, said agricul-
ture haslgrea( potential to contribute
10 sustainable and broad-based eco-
nomic (}evelopmcnt in Uganda.

To him, the fact that majority of
Ugandans derive their livelihoods
from the sector and that the coun-
try’s foreign exchange earnings are
predominantly agriculture-based re-
flect the importance of the sector,

He explains that compared to the
past, there is significant increase
in the yield capacity of agricultural
producf: in the area of crops includ-
Ing animals, poultry, fisheries and
apiculture,

{Jiling example of groundnuts, he
said more than 25 per cent of the ara-
blelandin countryis being utilized by
farmers for growing the crop, which
was not the case in the past with Jess
than 10 per cent being used.

~ Agriculture sector continues
to develop amid chlees

“There has been improvement
in value additfon in oil crops be-
cause industries are using them for
processing oil. Other crops such as
maize, cassava, rice are now being
processed using threshers and mill-
ers,” Mr Okello said.

The research system according
to him has improved tremendously
because scientist are improving vari-
eties of major crops for better yields
and better food nutrient for people to
consume healthy food.

This is demonstrated by the orange
fleshed sweet potato bred using Beta-
Carotin, containing Vitamin A and
Iron. The same thing is being done in
breeding banana fortified with same
food nutrients meaning people can
consume such foods and avoid taking
medicine containing the same.

There are innovations in the oil

}rops such as application of blends .

say in ground nuts and simsim for
confectionary consumption.
Crops such as cassava and cereals

like sorghum, millet and maize now. -

have high demand in the brewing
industry and farmers growing these
crops are gaining through bulk sale.

Using the available media plat-
forms such as WhatsApp and other
applications, farmers are now able to
share and get information about mar-
ket prices, weather forecast which
enables them to plan better.

Challenges
Dr Okello said government’s failure
to maintain a website with effective

data on access to markets for agri-
cultural produces, accessing genetic
materials from traditional crop va-

FISHERIES STRUGGLE

Progress. The crop sector

is progressing more because
Livestock and fisheries sector
has not received enough
support and farmers are

still breeding the old breeds,
which existed during times
of independence making
both the quality and quantity
of beef and milk to remain
stagnant. Livestock is still
faced with same disease
burden, yet there is export
demand for our beef and
besides, slaughter houses are
not adequate.

rieties, including appropriate gene
banks for crops, animals, poultry and
fisheries hinders the progress of the
sectorowever, there are research sys-
temns where scientists are sharing ad-
vanced technologies with colleagues
from developed countries. Genes of
Ugandan crops like millet and sor-
ghum are being kept in international
laboratories in case there is extinc-
tion in future, such can be acca'sed'_

To Dr Okello, extension service in
the past was excellent compared to
the present.

“We used to see animal health
workers running around in the vil-
lages with vaccines, which was
supplied free of charge. But today,
farmers are willing to pay for these
vaccines but no one to guide them.
The fisheries sector is equally faced
with lack of funding for research yet
farmers need improved fish species
for quality fish breeding to meet the
market demand,”

Climate change and environmen-
tal degradation have negatively im-
pacted agriculture and undermined
food security.

To mitigate climate change effects,
government, in the 2017/18 buc!get
reading, pledged to put up irriga-
tion schemes at Mubuku IT in Kasese,
Doho I in Butaleja, Wadelai in Nebbi,
Tochi in Oyam and Ngenge in Kween.

Budget allocation

In advancing the growth of the
agricultural sector, the statistical
allocation in the 2016/2017 budget-
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ary allocation for the sector by the
Ministry of Finance indicates thy the
sector expanded by 2.2 per cent cop,-
pared to agrowthrate of 2.2 per copy
the previous year.

The head of the cereal programm,.
(National Crops Resources Research
Institute) Dr Michael Otim, in a re.-
cent interview citing innovations in
cereal crops, said previously crops
such as maize, millet, sorghum, rice
were considered food crops groywn
on small scale by farmers mainly i,
Eastern and Northern Uganda.

Today these crops have turned ¢3¢
to be major cash crops mainly grov,,
at the Kimbimba Irrigation Scherme.

Scientists at Namulonge have oyer
the years bred improved maize anq
rice varieties addressing yield issyes
pest and disease free varieties an
climate change factor like drought
resistance.

Livestock handling
Dr Chris Rutebarika, a retired ciyj)
servant and animal breeder in recen
meeting for farmers engaged in |jye.-
stock sector noted that Processing of
livestock products has improveqd tre-
mendously compared to the pas.

He said: “There is some hygjan,
exercised at the slaughter house ip
Kampala where waste from slaugh-
tered animals is processed into bio-
degradable products for Manure
Beef is being processed into sausgy,
which was not the case before”

Uganda is ranked number one pr,,-
ducer of pork in Africa.
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