Central LXI1

B’ngr. The lake's catchment
atea bountaries have been
Expanded from Masaka to cover
Other wetlands in the districts
of Kalungu, Gomba, Butambala
and Mpiai
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MASAKA. In a bid to promote conserva
Hon of Lake Nabugabo eco-system and the
lakee catehment aren, government, work
e with environmentalists, has hatched
“ o010 expand the boundaries of Lake
Navugaho veetland system from the cur
rent 22,000 hectares to 777,000.

This is part of a new 10-year conserva-
tion management plan for the lake wet-
land system designed by Nature Uganda,
Uganda Wild Life Authority, (UWA) and
National Forestry Authority (NFA) to save
the lake from depletion.

Lake Nabugabo catchment area con-
hects several rivers and wetlands in Ma-
saka, Gomba, Mpigi and Kalungu districts
and drains directly into Lake Victoria.

Itis asatellite lake of Lake Victoria, only
separated by a sand bar.

It is also an important stop-over point
for a number of migratory birds and
among the few Ramsar Sites (protected
area) in the area due to its rich interna-
tionally shared ecological significance.

Explaining the objective behind the ini-
tiative, Mr Achilles Byarugaba, the Nature-
Uganda exccutive director, said under the
hew master plan, Lake Nabugabo catch-
mentarea boundaries have been expanded
from Masaka to cover other wetlands in
the districts of Kalungu, Gomba, Butam-
bala and Mpigi.
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THE CURRENT SIZE QF LAKE
NABUGABO WETLAND SYSTEM
IN HECTARES. THE BOUNDARIES
TO BE EXPANDED TO 777,000
HECTARES.

A joint taskforce with representatives
from Nature Uganda, Ministry of Water
and Environment, National Environment
Management Authority (Nema) and the
Masaka District leadership, among others,
has been instituted to oversee the imple-
mentation of the plan,

The joint taskforce comprises both tech-
nical and political stakeholders in the five
districts, who are charged with enforcing
conservation regulations in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

“The expansion of the boundaries of this
internationally important site is also go-
ing tofoster an expanded conservation ap-
proach to ensuring that the environment
around Nabugabo is not abused. The pub-
lic needs to appreciate that we are hold-
ing this treasure not only for Uganda, but
for the whole world,” Mr Byaruhanga said
during an interview last F riday.

Mr Byaruhanga explained that the new

Imanagement planis a culmination of their
widpresearrhandanewi. ¢ 3
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Encroachment. Some of the houses submerged In water on the Nabugabo catchment area in Masaka District. ~o70 3y wamas = ssexwevama

“The lon of “G

has
deliberately failed
to protect wetlands
since there are
many people within
its ranks who are
benefiting from lllegal
activities carrled out

the boundaries of
this internationally
Important site is also
going to foster an ex-
panded conservation
approach to ensuring
that the environment

around Nabugabo in wetlands. A local
Isnot abused. ... leader does nothing
we are holding this since those engaging
treasure not only for In sand mining have
Uganda, but for the clearance from
whole world,"ACHILLES  powerful people
BYARUGABA, NATURE- in Kampala,” JUDE
UGANDA EXECUTIVE MBABAALL MASAKA -
DIRECTOR DISTRICT CHAIRPERSON

human activities, which demanded for an
urgent intervention to derive practical so-
lutions to save the ecosystem,” he said
The new management plan, according
to Mr Byaruhangg, has alreadv heen as.

to the country. )

The developed strategic conservation
plan will be implemented at a cost of
$8m (about Shs28.3b) from United States
Agency for International Development
(Usaid), according to Mr Byaruhanga.

Uganda’s wetlands are under threat and
are being invaded, slowly and almost un-
noticeable in rural areas, but heavily and
very clearly in urban centres.

In rural areas, wetlands have mostly
been encroached upon by farmers looking
for land for cultivation, while others are
engaging in sand mining, which recently
became a lucrative business due to the
swiftly growing construction sector where
itis used to make concrete.

Most of the sand used at construction
sites in urban centres, specifically in cen-
tral region, is excavated from Lwera wet-
land in Lukaya Town Council, Kalungu Dis-
trict, which is also part of Lake Nabugabo
catchment area. Besides using very heavy
machinery to excavate sand, companies
engaging in this business are digging very
deep ditches in pursuit of fine sand, which
is also said to be exported to other coun-
tries as silica.

Despite arecent directive by Parliament
banning sand mining in Lwera, companies
and individuals have carried on with the
illegal activities in the wetland, which are
directly affecting Lake Victoria buffer zone
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Ramsar site. Lake
Nabugabo was
listed as a Ramsar
site in 2004 under
the authority of
Masaka District
local government
because of its

high bicdiversity
and provision of
ecological services.
Its rich biodiversity
is defined on its
boast to over 300
plant species; 14
of which are not
found anywhere
elsein Uganda.

Habitants.
Nabugabo Ramsar
site Is also home to
281 bird species,
inrlidina 15 nar

ance from powerful people in Kampala,”
Mr Mbabaali said. ) .

Recently, environmentalists raxsed
concern over the increasing sand mining
in major swamps such as Lwera, warn-
ing that excessive excavation of sand will
spark off a serious ecological disaster if
not controlled.

The Ministry of Environment recently )
announced that it was in a process of de-
marcating areas around the country in
which sand minin; gwﬂlbepenpmed.

The move is aimed at ensuring greater
protection of the natural ecosystem. s

Speaking at the national celebmnon§
to mark World Wetlands Day at Bbulakati
playground, Lukaya Town Council in Ka-
lungu District recently, State minister for
Environment, Ms Mary Gorreti Kitutu,
said her ministry is undertaking several
strategicactions to curb wetland degrada-
tionas they implement a Cabinet directive
on cancellation of titles in wetlands.

Recently, President Museveni said gov-
emment had embarked on a long term
strategy to recover, restore and protect all
wetlands in the country.

“1, therefore, urge all Ugandans to em-
brace this effort and appreciate the value
of wetlands for the present and futu:re ger
erations,” the President said.

Wetlands in Uganda cover less than 10
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