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‘Sh9m bill delays Mula

The Uganda Cancer Institute ((8[@)))
had by last evening not yet assembled
the long-awaited radiotherapy
machine, which arrived in the country
last week.

It means that the testing and launch
will be delayed for some weeks, UCI
Sources at Mulago Hospital have
revealed.

The snag affecting the release of
the package at Uganda Revenue
Authonity (URA) warehouse arises
from the delay in clearing of freight
and inspection bills, according to the
Ministry of Health.

According to Dr Jane Ruth Aceng,
the Minister of Health, a pending
approval for the outstanding $2,500
(about sh9m) is underway.

“The clearing of the bigger part of
the machine is what we are currently
handling. Otherwise, we should have
it transported to the cancer institute
before the day ends (today),” Aceng
said, adding that the procedure has
to be done under the guidance of the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), a body that regulates use of
nuclear and atomic energy.

The minister said the machine
has two components, including the
non-reactive part (the body of the
equipment) and the reactive one
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which is the engine of the system.

Yesterday, the much-publicised
Ministry of Health handover of the
machine to UCI was a moment
of anxiety as doctors and other
stakeholders paced up and down
the comridors, wondering what could
have halted the transportation of their
anticipated machine.

Explaining the hitch to journalists,
Dr Jackson Orem, the executive
director of UCI, said although they
had arranged to receive ‘the machine

yesterday, the company that shipped -

the equipmentwanted some payments
made immediately. He added: “But
payments take a process, which we
are already handling. However, I want
to clarify that the payments should
have been made by the manufacturer
of the machine, so what is happening
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The radiotherapy machine was
manufactured by a company known
as UJP and shipped to Uganda by
a shipping company, Ever Green,
from the Czech Republic, &}rough
Mombasa port, under the guidance
of IAEA.

Purchased at Euros 700,000 (about
sh2.94b) by both the Government
and IAEA, the assembling of the new
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Radiotherapy services at the ins e
were expected to resume by 1{1} 2
September, after authorities at -2
said it would take the experts a mon
to assemble and test the maqhme.
In the absence of the radlothe{apy
machine, cancer patients were given

chemotherapy treatmep, i
palliative care. Radiothey, 8t
not meant for all cancg, " M,
one of the treatmens thay Ud.“'”"?f
energy radiation to Shriny by
and kill cancer cells 'l
Uganda’s only radiother, .
that was donated by China/ Math,
broke down in Apri] |25 ymr'” lyge
Following the Crisis, A,
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says health minister

URA cleared machine
Dickson Kateshumyy,
commissioner in charge of
yesterday explained: “The math? r‘:‘i
not being held by URA becayse,
equipment is tax-exempt, Iy j nmf,"
to the ministry or hospita] 1, take g
machine and install it. We underg,:
that there are safety precaiyy .
must be taken by the respyp;
agencies, but we do not by,
claim on the machine becaus: iy},
been released.” b
A release order by one Christie |
Boolyo, an officer at the URA cygyy,
and excise department, indicates thay
the radiotherapy machine was releggsg
on Tuesday this week, at 3:20pm,
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