Napak District,

Karamoja sub-region,
pour away waragi
worth Shs70 million.
This comes after

the district council
banned saleand .
consumptionofillicit =
brew. PHOTOBY STEVEN

ARIONG

on alcohol

Police officersin

sl o LS

Women abandon sex trade,

embrace fish business

Income. Ms Kevina Naigaga, 35, says she
currently earns Shs20,000 daily which can
sustain her family.

BY JOSEPH OMOLLO
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

BUSIA. A group of 250 former sex
workers in Busia District have found
solace in fish business after years of
peddling their bodies for survival.

Ms Sarah Wesonga, the team leader,
says the new venture, where they
are given fish on credit to vend has
changed their lives:

“We are happy because our lives
have changed for better. We can ably
fend for our famllxes ” Ms Wesonga
says.

The 40~ year-old confesses to have
been engaged in commercial sex busi-

. ness for thelast 10 years.
.+ “Shésayscommercial sex busiriess"+ company which deals\in_cage fish

" “is*addirtiva and ahandaning it hae

proved hard to those minting money
from it. “I tried to convince them it’s
possible to live a meaningful life by
doing other small odd jobs without
engaging in prostitution,” she says.

Prostitution is illegal but it is being
practised in various parts of the coun-
try more so blossoming day and night
at border points.

Ms Kevina Naigaga, 35, ‘another

group member, says is now assured of *

daily decent iricome.

She says the new business venture
has helped her do away the painful
experience of sleeping with multiple
men to earn a living.

“I currently earn more than
Shs20,000 per day which is enough
to sustain my family,” she says.

Ms Janet Naiga says they have been
rescued from poverty.

The group is being supported by
‘Qeossy Company Limited, . a pnvate
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Addictive. Ms
Sarah Wesonga,
the team leader,
says commercial
sex business is
addictive and
abandoning it has
proved hard to
those benefitting
fromit.

Megal. Although
prostitution is
illegal, it is being
practised in
various parts of
the country, more

so blossoming
and night at border
o

The Company distributes fish to
them on credit and they pay back af-
ter selling. However, Ms Naiga says
the company should increase the fish
supply in order to create employment
opportunities for more women.

“Many of our colleagues who had
refused to quit prostitution, have
started joining us and more will join
very soon,” she says, adding that this
is an initiative government should
adopt to support women.

Mr Georwel Emanu, the company
director, says they came up with the
initiative after realising that a big
number of girls were dropping out of
school to get quick money in prosti-
tution.

“We wanted to come up with some-
thing that could engage unemployed
womenincluding girls who are out of
school hecause prostitution was the
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Leaders to transform town

KAMULL. Kamuli municipal council
authorities have vowed to transform
the town to be more appealing by
getting rid of wandering animals,
undeveloped plots, dilapidated struc-
tures and ensuring proper garbage
disposal next year. Speaking at a
stakeholders meeting on Saturday,
the municipal planner, Mr Thomas
lkanga. said with the physical and
development plans being enacted,
there will be enhancement of local rev-

enue and infrastructure development
[Sam Caleb Opio]

Priest challenges parent

KAMULL. The Busota Parish priest,
Rev John Koosi, on Sunday challenge
parents to sacrifice for their children’
education and support school co-
curricular activities. Rev Koosi, who
made the call during the graduation
TS nursery children of Trinity Junic
School, in Kamuli, cautioned parerr
against impeding their children’s
potential and family communicatic
saying children are a gift and bles:

- dng froro Ged to'be taken care of.
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Former sex workers mgke
living fromvending fish

HASSAN BWIRE, BUS|A
MUNICIPALITY MAYOR

‘Many of our
colleagues who
had refused to quit
prostitution, have
started joining ys

and mora will very
soon,”

JANET NAIGA, FoRMER

FROM PAGE 9

is area,” he says, o
rhll\jlr Emanu says the benehpm—
ries have now hecome financially
stable to meet their family.neet.is
and pay school fees for their chil-
dren. “ Our objective was for them
toearna decent living and be able
to fend for themselves, We are glad
it’s happening,” he says.

Mr Emanu says the company
plans to increase the number of
cages from the current 50 to 100
before the year ends, and in the
near future increase the cagestoa
million in order to guarantee con-
stant fish supply to the women
group.

Each cageis stocked with 10,000
fish which takes six months to ma-
ture,

He, however, appealed tg gov-
ermment to refoeyg development
Initiative to target
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