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‘“‘A";(?'rccem farmers’ field day
in Sembabule district, farmers
' caled to the Government
:0 iighten control over the agro
inputs market to prevent the
gale of fake pmtjucls.

The event, which was
organised by Fresh Dairy,

was targeted at bringing
ogether dairy farmers and
service prondx_trs along the
yalue chain, with the aim of
ncreasing milk production.
Participants also included
supplicrs of animal feeds,

milking machines, feed
supplements,

Experts trained them on how
10 manage pests and discases
and preserve feeds for rainy
day, among others.

uring the event, one of the
technologies farmers were
introduced 1o was a spray
race.

Previously, farmers in most
parts of the country, used
dip tanks to control pests
and diseases among their
animals, according to Dr
Julius Tuhumwire of Kwewayo
Pharmacy Uganda Limited.

However, the challenge with
dips include; not all sizes of
cattle would go through the
structures. In addition, the
dip tanks were costly, going
for over sh100m, which is not
sustainable for an average
Ugandan farmer,

“Therefore, we adopted the
spray race from South Africa,
The spray race has 42 nozzles,
If well-utilised, it can spray
between 50 10 100 animals in
four hours,” Tuhumwire said.

Structure of Spray race
The spray race has galyanised
pipes, brass nozzles and a
tough tarpaulin,

“The size of spray races
varies, depending on the
farmer’s preference, One
can start with a spray race
of five, three or two metres
long, depending on the size
of the animals,” Tuhumwire
explained.

He added that for the case

- of local breeds, such as

the Ankole cattle, a bigger
structure is needed, while
Friesians and Borans need
smaller races.

The spray race can also be
adjusted to accommodate
small animals that are also
affected by ticks, such as goats
and sheep.
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How It works

The structure comes with 3

reservoir l:;‘nk and a water

pump, with a hold; i

of 1,000 litres of war:g:apmly
C pump is used when

Spraying the acaricide, When

mixed with the acaricide, it

@n spray up 10 100 head

of cattle, For 200 head of

has been used, it should be
disposed of and the reservoir
refilled with clean water.
“Ensure there is a foot bath
before the animal enters the
spray race and a drainage
race after the animal has
been sprayed. If you havc_
200 animals, the mixture’'can

: : be reused for two weeks,”

cattle, the mixture can only Tuhumire said.

b.e effective up to two weeks,

ix,:lcee the system recycles * Why you must spray
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Spraying prevents disease
outbreaks caused by flies,

After the recycled mixture
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€ Spray race to control ticks

Recycled water efficacy

For every set of animals that qo through the spray
race, a farmer should add some acarlclde. This
depends on the typa of pesticlde they are using.
For example, when using Mllibtraz (also knawn as
Amltraz), for every 100 animals that qo through
the spray race, a farmer should add 200mi to

the Initlal 1,000 litres of water to cater for the
stripping effect. When preparing for the first round
of spraying, a farmer Is advised to add four litres of
Milbitraz to 1,000 litres of water. Then, after avery
100 animals, 200m! Is added for the mixture to
remaln effective. For more efflcacy, the farmer must
cement the holding kraal, have a qood foot bath as

well as keep the dralnage race clean, The spray race
costs about sh21m,

ticks, mosquitoes and other FEEDBACK

pests found on or near

I . '

vestock Make it affordable
Oficials from the agriculiure

ministry advise that for Make the spray race

the effective elimination of
diseases, animals should be
sprayed regularly,

affordable for farmers,
Do not increase its price
simply because farmers
are in need of a solution
to get rid of the ticks.
Thera is 3 tendency

for suppliers of such
equipment to hike prices
due to the demand,
making it difficult for the
would-be beneficiaries
to gain.

John Gethi, director of
milk procurement at
Fresh Dairy

When to spray
During the rains, animals
should be sprayed more often
than during the dry season
because the rain washes the
pesticide off the animal’s body,
Experts advise that during
that time, animals should be
sprayed twice or thrice a week
to ensure that the pesticide
washed off by the rain is
replaced in the second or third
round of spraying.
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