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formation integrity is Africa’s
:;]ne of defence in the climate crisis

At a decisive moment in Africa’s history the dl:f);t;mms
has moved from the margins to the very centre devel-
oprmnt,pezceandsecuﬁtyagmdamwaganoreﬂhﬁ?med
as adistant environmental concern is now a hvar:l : taygd_
across the continent, reshaping hvehhoook,d]'srupumg ng 4
culture intensifying water stress and deepening

equalities. % :

Droughts, floods and unpmdlctablemmfaﬂpamf
no longer isolated environmental events. They carty p i
mundmdalmdpoﬁﬁcalwmequﬂmggmeymmm_
bility,drive displacement, fuel competition over scarce
sources and erode trust in public institutions. A

This is why the African Union has rightly elevated thj nex
us between climate, peace and security as a continental pri-
ority Climate stress does not operate in isolation; it acts as a
multiplier of existing risks. In fragile contexts where govern-
ance is weak and communities already grapple with pover-
ty and marginalisation, it can intensify tensions and deep-
eninstability

Climate action, leefofe,carmot:; gegaratedfwm

ce-huilding and development. And crucial Iy,
I5‘i.pl;m:l,tlmi]ding itself cannot succeed without informed and
engaged citizens, This is where journalism becomes indis-
pensable. Public interest journalism plays a eritical role in
moments of uncertainty. This is the essence of Affrican jour-
nalism: protecting truth while advancing responsibility,
, Over the past two years, the Federation of African Journal-
I8ts has taken this responsibility seriousiy In 2024, during
the African Ministerial Meeting on Environment in Abys.
Jan, we brought together journalists from across the conti-
nent and adopted a declaration calling for transparency,ac-
tountability and meaningful media engagement in climate
BOVernance.

That moment marked 2 furnin,
to placejournalism at the centre of the climate conyersa.
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