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Promise

Govt’s delayed

delivery of tractors

frustrates farmers

BY ISAAC MUFUMAA
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THE PROMISE:

One of the promises that the ruling
NRM party made in the run up to the 2016
general election was to make deliberate
interventions and investments in the
agnculture sector to boost production and
improve farmers’ incomes and national
revenue.

The party listed 20 action points to
achieve the goal. At number nine on that
list was a plan to promote mechanisation
of agriculture,

“Promote mechanisation throughavailing
machinery for hire at affordable rates,
for bush clearing, ploughing, harrowing,
planting, harvesting and making silage
and hay to make it easy for medium and
large-scale farming,” the manifesto read in

part. The party claimed that between 2010
and 2015 handed out some agricultural
equipment, including tractors, ox-ploughs,
earth moving equipment and multi-
purpose threshers to commercial farmers
in select districts.

According to the party, the partial
mechanisation had improved productivity
in arens where the equipment had been
distributed. This seemed to inform the
next part of the promise.,

“As part of agriculture mechanisation, 40
tractors and implements will be delivered
before the end of FY 2015/2016. These
will be given to organised farmers in 10
districts to get tractors. More 50 tractors
will be available in FY 2016/2017. A hire
service for the tractors is being worked
out,” the party stated.

The 40 tractors, procured by National
Agricultural Advisory Services (Naads),
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were given to farmers in Lyantonde
Kiruhura, handa, Mitooma, Shesmn,
Mbarar, lsingiro, Busheny and Ntungamo
districts by Prosident Museveni in March
2017

Now, more than 17 months since Mr
Museveni swore in for another term, 218
tractors that the Minister of Agriculture,

ma arenuntability shew stat

apecisl foatyn

yteaorios a5 well 2% puibille: '"",': lan §
4TI anid analyen whether it wny 4

imported by Maads for distribigg,,,
:;Ilrnrrlrmn'r:'r'"lﬂ” in the country 4,
r { z
1

try he dellveret fos: o
Howsver, this promise to g,
inoehanisation came againat o b, Velpy,,
of 1 sories of failed attempta to me.,,, P
of a series

Hyzt dirpetion. o

l:-n,".,,‘,l by number 5 of the | bt
8 ;
Sropramme- ‘Building an indoepey,,
foiues od and sell sustaining nay,
intearated ¢ ; y
sconomy,” the [oadership of th, [yt
had in its first years in power attey, A
to establich a semblance of a traes,,, hip,
sorviee akin to what the r-rlvlpvr':/ haet iy, b,
19605 and 19705, Ms Victoria Seelip,y),
who was the Minister for Atrieuy,, .

+1 (313 -
Mr Vincent Ssempijja, said were to be  between 1986 and 1995, and pro.,

itden)

Rodirmentary
Farmersin

county, Nebbl
District, cultivate
their gardens
with hand hoes.

PHOTO BY FELIX WARDM
OrELLD

s -

e


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

T

i
1§

SPECIAL REPORT

e e e

Mf.‘\x’- why oo, Ui

{5 botyowedd fram the tractar b t
noverstnant (e 4 it inthe 10608 anel
1970 )

riportant (hat » Inat

Rack then
o rmsnhe

andd provide raintens

w8 miay riot alfow for that to happen

arme way, bt 1t e «

1l irriportant that

Satll ST Y
trained In driving
10 provide the sary

Aty cammi
ne) me

ns are

ahanical anginesring

training in the use of tractars and otha:
tools for cultivation It what the Shadme
Minister for Agrizulture and Kats 1l Courty
MP (FDC) in Kibuku Distriet, Mr Francis

over the project, says the tractors were
sent to n select number of suh-counties
and placed under the control of the LOTI
chairpersons,

“The LC [} chairman was the top
authority on the tractor. He decided who
could hire it and managed the proceeds.
Becoming an LCIT chairman became a life
and death affair because everyone wanted
to control the tractor. That is how it was
run down,” Ms Ssekitoleko recalls.

In 2000, Plan for Modernisation of
Agriculture (PMA), a government strategy,
gncnumgcd the private sector to venture
into the provision of tractor hire services.

:'Pasl programmes of government tractor
hire services and tractorisation have
largely performed unsatisfactorily and
under PMA, government will not engage
the public sector in the direct provision
of these services,” the document read in
part.

Pursuan_t to that, the National Enterprise
quporatlon, a commercial arm of the
!\‘lmlstry of Defence which was established
in 1989 as a tractor hire scheme, was
launched in November 2009.

_ Othersinthe tractor hire services business
include BID Network, which operates in
parts of eastern Uganda.

Tractor hire services' nightmare

However, for those in government
operating a tractor hire service remains a
nightmare.

Their frustrations were best captured
by President Museveni in September 2013
when he handed over 20 tractors to farmer
groups from Mityana, Bulambuli, Madera,
Klboga_ and Soroti districts.

“Theissue iswho do you give the tractors?
Governiment can buymany tractors but who
will manage and maintain them? If given
to individuals, they are looked after very
wgll, but when given to groups, they are
mishandled. I am taking a gamble because
peoplg made a request. If you mismanage
them, it is up to you,” Mr Museveni said.

While the farmers’ groups now wait for, .9
the 218 tractors, sections of the public are -

wgiting to see how the beneficiary groups
will manage them.

The commissioner in charge of
Agriculture Infrastructure, Mechanisation
and Water for Agricultural Production, Mr
Ronald Kato Kayizzi, told Daily Monitor
that procurement of the tractors is in the
pipeline, but declined to commit himself
on the timeframe within which they are
expected to be delivered and distributed
to the farmers.

“Naads is spearheading the procurement
process. They have so far worked on the
specifications and we are due to hold a
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he commissioner in charge

of Agricuiture Infrastructure
Mechanisation and Water for
Agricultural Production. Mr Ronald
Kato Kayizzi. says procurement of the
tractors Is in the pipeline, but declined
to commit himse!f on the time frame
within which they are expected to
be delivered and distributed to the
farmers.

meeting this week to hammer out the other
details. It is only after that meeting that
1 will be able to authoritatively tell when
they are expected to be delivered and given
to the farmers,” he said.

However, the pace at which the
procurement and distribution of tractors
and other related equipment is being
implemented has largely meant that
farmers continue to use hand hoes and
other rudimentary methods of farming.

Hoes remain the biggest farming tool
among farming communities.
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It is estimated that up to 93 per cent of
farm holdings in the country cultivate
using hand hoes, This has continued to
indermine production.

According to a paper that was produced
by Mokaro Limited for the Collaborative
Africa Budget Reform Initiative (CABRI)
in 2010, Uganda has been unable to make
significant steps in growing its agriculture
sector,

Impact

Growth is said to have slowed down from
a peak of 77 per cent in the financial year
2001/2002 due to a worldwide tea and
coffee boom, to a low of about 0.1 per cent
in the financial year 2006/2007, a scenario
which was partially attributed to a severe
drought that hit the country.

The paper says though some recovery was
registered in the financial year 2007/2008,
it has stalled at around 1.8 per cent per year,
a scenario which is blamed on a number of
reasons, including failure to mechanise.

«“Overall sector growth is hampered by
the inability of farmers to increase farm
productivity. Uptake of modern farming
technologies (including irrigation, use

two-wheel tractor during the launch of the agricultural equipment in Jinja District. ALe PHoTO
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of fertilisers and pesticides, soil health
practices and minimising post-harvest
losses) remains low and results ina slow mfe
of growth in the sector as a whole, and in
production in particular,” the paper says.
Therefore, the primary objective of
enhancing incomes for the farmers and
revenue for the government remains out of

reach.

irunda Kivejjinja (left) and the senior agriculture engineer in Ministry of Agriculture, Mr Stephen Kizito, testa
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