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2027

polls: Ruto’s UDA rules

oul zoning demamnd by ODM

The ruling UDA party,
buoyed by its winning
streak in the recent
by-elections, now says
it will field candidates
in all electoral areas
across the countryin
2027.

BY MOSES NYAMORI
& STANLEYNGOTHO

resident William Ruto's Unit-

ed Democratic Alliance (UDA)

in Kenya has ruled out zoning

in amajor political blow to the
Orange Democratic Movernent (ODM)
ahead of the 2027 elections.

ODM hias been pushing for zoning as
part of its 2027 pre-election coalition
agreement with UDA.

In the demand, ODM wants affili-
ate parties, including UDA, blocked
from fielding candidates in its tradi-
tional bases. Zoning is a political deal
where parties in a coalition opt not to
field candidates in each other’s strong-
holds.

But buoyed by its winning streak in
the recent jons, UDA now says
it will field candidates in all electoral
areas across the country.

UDA National Elections Board (NEB)
Chairperson Anthony Mwaura told
Daily Nation that the ruling partyen- -
Jjoys national backing and would be
fielding candidates in all areas.

. Mr Mwaura said the only compro- -
mise the party can makeistohavea |
joint nomination with ODM in are-
as the two parhﬁstanﬂ toloseifthey
field separa
He said the late Prime Minister Rai- |
la Odinga -who led ODM into the cur-
rent broad-based arrangement- had
agreed to joint nominations in select- |
ed areas,

Mr Odinga died in October 2025.

“We have made it clear that there
would be no zoning. As UDA, we will
field in all areas *said Mr Mwaura.

Speaking on Saturday at Mashu-
ru Villages in Kajiado County, Presi- -
dent Ruto also hinted at a decision by |
the party not to consider zoning. He .
said UDA is ready to engage ODM in
“friendly fire’during the 2027 General -
Elec‘tionaspa.rtofetfomtostm‘lgth-
en democracy.

_“The poliﬁcalpactnegoﬁatiuns_b&

. President William Ruto's of United Democratic Alliance (UDA), the ruling

party in Kenya.PHOTC/RUTO X HANDLE
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Last month, President William
Ruto said his UDA party and
the ODM will angage in whnt ha
termed a *friendly fire” during the
2027 General Election as part of
offorts to strengthen democracy.
The remarks suggested UDA will
likely not considor zoning move.

UDA party, Domocratic Action
Party of Kenya (DAP-K) of former
Cabinet Secretary Eugene
Wamalwa, United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) associated
with former Interior Cabinet
Secrotary Fred Matiang'i and
Movement for Democracy and
Growth of Ugenya MP David
Ochieng’ are soma of the parties
currently scheming to make an
entry in Nyanza, Gusii, Western
and Coastregions.

hensive of being shortchanged in the
party primaries are already plotting to
Jjoin other partner parties ahead of the

i nextelections.

In the run up to the 2022 elemons,

| ODMdished out direct tickets toamajor-

. ity of its sitting MPs, Senators and Gover-

| nors,consequently locking out other as- .
. pirants from a competitive process.

: ODM chairperson and Homa Bay
: Governor Gladys Wanga, Prof Anyang’

! Nyong'o, Fernandez Barasa (Kakame-

. ga),and Ochilo Ayacko were some of the
bmeﬁﬂanesufadxectmkeﬁevm] sit-
¢ ting MPs also benefited.

: Already, some sitting MPs are lobby.
. ing for the issuance of direct tickets. The

! matter was discussed during a meeting

! held in Karen by 40 ODM MPs on Janu-

tween UDA and ODM are at anrad- . hundred votes, let them bring them. -
vanced stage. The parties willenjoya | You donot need to panic. Why should

. friendly fire in the next polls,but we | you be scared if this is your fortez”
will remain on course, Wherever ei- ; posed Mr Omar.
ther party wins, we will cele- :
brate together. We will al- Traditional bastions

ODMinsiders believe thatitis
only by retaining its tradition-

so accommodate los-
ers in the govern-

02

ment,"said the Pres- al bastions that ODM would
ident. have substantive stake in the
UDA Secre- next ent.
tary-General Has- But critics of this move see
san Omar also re- UDM Anuprﬂ] it as scheme to protect some
cently made similar ZUNING " sitting MPs,seentobe loyalto |
remarks, ruling out y the current leadership of the :
zoning in the 2027 con- i party Othersalsoseejtasaplotto
test. . lock the bases from alternative politi-
“There is no zoning, and everyone = cal outfits.
will have to fight for themselves to | ODM has, for successive elections, |
win the seats. Let those with three | beenfaulted for not conducting free |

votes bring them; those with three : and fair nominations. Those appre- |

ary 12.Sources in the meeting indicated

. how some MPs cited the need for loyal-

ists to secure a party ticket so that they

- candefend the broad-based government -
| post2027 General Election.

ODM co-deputy party leader and Mom-

. basa Governor Abdullswamda Nassir re- -
- cently told Daily Nation that the party
. 'would demand ring-fencing of its back- |
. yardstoavoid encroachment andsibling
: rivalry This as he promised party mem-
! bers of free and fair nominations.

“We are going to negotiate well about -
some of these things. It would be about
party position,not a view of an individu-
al.We will definitely make sure our nom- -
: inations are free and fair so that we can
¢ attract popular candidates,”said Mr Nas- |

; servicetoour people.But weare
Homa Bay Town MP Peter Kaluma has :
in the past indicated that zoning would :

sic

$

be part of ODM's irreducible ming,,
in the party’s pre-election cos liting ;
ment with UDA. similar dems u.,r |
also been made publicly by e,
Wanga.

“The hases and strongholds of g,
must be ring-fenced and left for g 1 I|'
Ly 50 zoning is ing to occur Arry by
of these pre-conditions, will collap.,
negotiations, "said Mr Kaluma recer,

“You need numbers in terms af ef.
leaders as a party to have a voice by b J
fore elections and aflter elections, gy,
ter elections, for you demantd aryy f‘
you need numbers,"he explainecd

But those opposed to the demap,
zoning say such an arrangement 4,
deny the region the right leaers ,r
are alsa fears that it could lead toye,
athy, which in turn would hurt Dr g, ©
re-election, in the event ODM endy,.
him for asecond term.

J

Issue direct tickets

Kibra MP Peter Orero said he supg, .,
zoning but challenged the party v, .,
sure free and fair nominations. He ;)
Jjected any plan to issue direct tick
said it is only through a competitiye
cess that the party would get papul
didates that would translate to ny
inParliament.

*One of the conditions that even p.
talked about was the need to protec
zones from encroachment. We st
by allow for intra-competition, This sty .
only be applicable in areas where 01, .}
dominant. Areas where we are 5 "
UDA, we can compete,”said Mr Or

“But there must be no direct ¢
where more than two people han
interest. As a party, we have toensy
and fair nominations.”

Uriri MP Mark Nyamita - who is
face off with Migori Governor Och
acko in the 2027 election —sai
best interest of the traditicnal
rally behind the Orange party for
es of negotiation with President
Ruto’s UDA.

He, however, called on the party lead
ship to ensure credible party pri
away of strengthening the outfit p
Odinga.

Mr Odinga, who died in Octob
major unifying factor in the p
has remained a major force since
General Election. The party hasr
influential in Nyanza, Coast, Wes
Gusii for the successive elections.

“The strength of ODM post Ra
conducting credible party prim
position is simple: ODM rmust cr,
credible nominations in the forthe
elections,”said Mr Nyamita.

He explained that it is in the al
a credible nomination that sor
members may feel disenfranch
seek alternative vehicles.

“It is in the absence of such credibili;
that some people may be forced ¢
other alternatives in the pursuit o

we remain united under ODM &
engage with UDA " he explained.
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