
ofthe ranian - ee.cruogan said Turkey wouldin- tensifyitscontacts at all levels until o ceasefire was reached. 
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122 poplaincluding 2 civilians he 
areasinformation minicter said yes- 
tersay Thecountry has seenising vi- 
olence recently as politicalinfight 
threatensafragile2018 peace deal. 

hevisits Washington for ameenng; - 
with President Donald Trimp now 

Teraeliat 
tack thatkilled Iran's Supreme Leader 
avershadowed by the 

AliKhamenciat the weekend. 
Merzawillbe the first European lead- 

Kidnappg____ 
Niger i 2025, compae .. 
years, There were 30 separaie kid- 
nappingeventsaffecting foreigners 
by the end of November. 

2027 polls: Ruto’s UDA rules 
out zoning demand by ODM 
The ruling UDA party, 
buoyed by its winning 
streak in the recent 
by-elections, now says 
it will field candidates 
inall electoral areas 
across the countryin 
2027. 

BY MOSES NYAMORI 
& STANLEY NGOTHO 

jam Ruto’s Unit- 
ed Democratic Alliance (UDA) 
in Kenya has ruled out zoning 
inamajor political blow to the 

Orange Democratic Movement (ODMN) 
ahead of the 2027 elections. 
ODM his been pushing for zoning as 

partof its 2027 pre-clection coalition 
‘agreement with UDA. 
In the demand, ODM wants affili- 

ate parties,including UDA, blocked 
from fielding candidates inits tradi- 
tional bases Zoning isa political deal 
where parties in a coalition opt not to 
fieldcandidatesin eachother s strong- 

ds. 
But buoyed by its winningstreakin 

the recent | ions, UDA now says 
itwill field candidates in all electoral 
areasacross the count 
'UDA National Elections Board (NEB) 
Chairperson Anthony Mwaura told 
Daily Nation that the ruling party en- 

joys national backing and would be 
fielding candidatesin allareas. 
_Mr Mywaura said the only compro- 

‘mise the party can make s to have a 
joint nomination with ODM in are- 
as the two parties stand to lose i they 
field separately. 
He said the late Prime Minister Rai- 
1a.0dinga~swholed DM nto the cur- 
rent broad-based arrangement- had 
agreed tojoint nominations in select- 
‘edareas. 
MrOdinga died in October 2025. 
“We have made it clear that there 

‘would be 1o zoning. As UDA, we will 
fieldin ll areas; said Mr Mwaura. 
Speaking on Saturday at Mashu- 

Tu Villages in Kajiado County, Presi- 
dent Ruto also hinted at a decision by 
the party not to consider zoning. He 
said UDA is ready to engage ODM in 
“friendly fire during the 2027 General 
Election as part of efforts tostrength- 
endemocracy 
~“The political pact negotiations be- 

President William Ruto's of United Democratic Alliance (UDA), the ruling 
partyinKenya. PHOTO/RUTO X HANDLE 

tween UDA and ODM are at arr ad- 
vanced stage.The parties will enjoya 
friendly fire i the next pols, but we. 
will remain on course. Wherever ei- 
ther party wins, we will cele- 
brate together We will al- 
50 accommodate los- 
ers in the govern- 
‘ment;"said the Pres- 
ident. 

UDA Secre- 
tary-General Has- 

san Omar also re- 
cently made similar 
remarks, ruling out 
2oning in the 2027 con- 
test. 
“There is no zoning, and everyone 

will have to fight for themselves to 
win the seats. Let those with three 

QDMADORTED 
Z0NING 
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hundred votes,let them bring them. 
Youdonot need to panic Why should 
‘you be scared if this is your forte?” 
‘posed MrOmar. 

Traditional bastions 
ODMinsidersbelieve thatitis 
onlyby retainingits tradition- 
al bastions that ODM would 
have substantivestakeinthe 
‘next government. 
‘But critics of this move see 

itas scheme to protect some 
sitting MPs,seen to be loyal to 
the current leadership of the 

Othersalsoseeitasaplotto 
Tock the bases from alternative politi- 
caloutits. 
‘DM has, for successive elections, 

been faulted for not conducting free 
‘votes bring.them; those with three . and fair nominations. Those appre- : in the past indicated that zoning would 

RUTO'S VIEW 

Last month, President William 
Ruto said his UDA party and 
the ODM willengage inwhat ha 
tormod a“friondly fire” during the 
2027 Gonoral Election as part of 
offorts to strongthon democracy. 
‘Tho remarks suggosted UDAwill 
likoly not considor zoningmove. 
UDA party, Domocratic Action 
Party of Konya (DAP-K) of formor 
Cabinot Secretary Eugone 
Wamalwa, United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) associated 

with formor Interior Cabinot 
Socrotary Frod Matiangiand 
Movemant for Domocracy and 
Growth of Ugenya MP David 
Ochiong’aro soma of tho partios. 
currontly schemingtomake an 
entryin Nyanza, Gusil, Western 
and Coast regions. 

hensive of being shortchanged in the 
| party primaries are already plotting to 
| Join other partner parties ahead of the 
| extelecti A 

In the run up to the 2022 elections, 
'ODM dished out direct tickets to amajor- 
ity of tssitting MPs,Senators and Gover- 

| mors,consequently locking out other as- 
pirants from a competitive process. 
ODM chairperson and Homa Bay 

Governor Gladys Wanga, Prof Anyang’ 
Nyong'o, Fernandez Barasa (Kakame- 

ga),and Ochilo Ayacko were some of the 
beneficariesofa direct ticket Severalsit- 
ting MPs also benefited. 
Alrcady, some sitting MPs are lobby- 

ing for the issuance of direct tickets. The 
‘matter was discussed during a meeting 
held in Karen by 40 ODM MPs on Janu- 
ary 12.Sources in the meeting indicated 
‘how some MPs cited the need for loyal- 
ists to secure a party ticket so that they 
can defend the broad-based government 
Post2027 General Election. 
ODM co-deputy partyleader and Mom- 

basa Governor Abdullswamda Nassir re- 
cently told Daily Nation that the party 
would demand ring:fencing of its back- 
yardstoavoid encroachment andsibling 
rivalry.This as he promised party mem- 

 bersof free and fairnominations. 
“We are going to negotiate well about 

some of these things.It would be about 
party position, not a view of an individu- 
al Wewill definitely makesure our nom- 
inations are free and fair so that we can 
attract popular candidates;"said Mr Nas- 

il 

siz 
'Homa Bay Town MP Peter Kaluma has | 

fovehand at the united Hationser, 
sis meetings. 
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e part of QDM irreducible mi 
inthe party s pre-lection coaliti 
ment with UDA. similar de 
is0 been made publicly by 
Wanga, 
“The bases and strongholds of 

mustbering fenced and left for 011 
S0 aoming s going 10 0cCUT ATy by, 
of these pre-conditions, vl collap,.. " 
Pesptiationssaid Mr Kaluma e 
You need numbers in terms o, 

Jeaders a5 party o have  0ice Loy 
fore elections and after elections . 
ter elections, for you demand areyy ) 
youneed numbershe cxplainicd 

But those opposed 1o the demay, 2oning say such an arrangerent 
deny the region the right leaders 7 
arealsofearsthatit cold lead to s, 
athwhich in turn would bt Dr 5, 
re-clection,in the cvent ODM en, 
himforasecond term 
Issue directtickets 
Kibra MP Peter Orero said he s, 

zoning but challenged the party 1, 
sure freeand fair nominations. Fe 51, 
jected any plan to issue direct ticjer. | 
saiditis only through a competitize | 
cess that the party vould get populir 
didates that would translate to 
inParliament. 
“One of the conditions that e 

talked about wasthe need to protect 
2omes from encroachment. We shou 
yallowfor intra-competition. This: oY 
'UDA, we can compete”said M Ore: 
“But there must be no direct ticy.. 

‘where more than two people have. 
interest.As a party,we have to ens 
and fairnominations™ 
Uriri MP Mark Nyamita - who s =1, 

face off with Migori Governor Ochil 

esof negotiation with Preside 
RutoSUDA. 
He, however,called on the party 

ship to ensure credible party prirma 
away of strengthening the outfit post 

g2, 
Mr Odinga, who died in Octo: 

‘major unifying factor in the p 
‘hasremained amajor force since 
General Election. The party has rer 
influentialin Nyanza, Coast, Wes 
(Gusifor the successive elections. 
“The strength of ODM post a 

conducting credible party primaris 1y 
position is simple: ODM must cond. 
credible nominations in the forth 
elections,"said Mr Nyamita 
He explained that it s in the absen 

a credible nomination that som 
members may feel disenfranch 
seekaltemative vehicles 

“Itis in the absence of such credis 
that some people may be forced to e 
other alternatives in the pursuit of cr-; 

engage with UDA he explained. 
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