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n2024,Ken Nyombi,alias Dr Innocent 
Ssemanda,was: be- 
fore the courts and remanded to Luz- 
ia Prisons followinga decade of im- 
personatinga icensed medical doctor. 
Hewasimplicatedinabotched surgery 
that lefta patient with serious compli- 
cations. 
Investgations revealed that Sseman- 
a allegedly used a disguised identi- 
tyleveraging the credentials and de- 
tailsofagenuinedoctorto fraudulently 
obtain professional 

'His scheme was eventually uncov- 
ered leading o his arrest and prosecu- 
tion. The exposure of the alleged fraud 
subsequently resulted in the closure 
of the Cleveland Specialised Clinic in 
Kasangati,WakisoDistrict. 
Further inquiries pointed to multi- 

ple cases of medical procedures gone 
‘wrong and alleged misdiagnoses that 

Unlicensed clinics and drug shops are operating 
across Uganda, selling unauthorised medicines and 
offering risky procedures. Authorities are cracking 
down, but patients continue to face serious health 
dangers from fake doctors and substandard care. 

aresaid to have worsened the health 
conditions of several patients, rais- 
ing renewed concerns about regula- 
tion and oversight especially in private 
healthfacllties. 
‘This scenario underscores the ur- 

‘gentneedfor heightenedviglanceand 
‘Toutine supervision of health facilities 

monitoring| Wk‘ulatm'yzulhonh& 
are essential in safeguarding patients 

fromunqualifiedpractiioners. 
‘Such measures would help continu- 

ally unmask impostors who infilrate: 
this criicalsector under false pretenc- 
es,posing astrained professionals yet 
lacking the competence and ethical 
grounding required in medical prac- 
tice. Strengthening oversight mech- 
anisms, enforcing tougher penalties, 
and promoting whisticblowing with: 
inhealthinstitutions cango along way 

| health,and restore 
Iated medical 

fied operations, losing 45 llegal drug 
shops and impounding 189 boxes of 
assorted medicines worth an estimat- 
ed Shs125m. The effort forms part of 
broader attempts to eliminate unli- 
censed practitioners, protect public 

in regu- 
services. 

'NDAalso spearheaded operationsin 
north eastern Uganda,shutting down. 
‘more than 105 llegal drug outlets The 
‘ackdown targeted districtsincluding 
‘Kaberamaido,Ngora, Kapelebyong Kal- 
‘aki,and Soroti,where authorities seized 
‘approximately 260 boxes of assorted 
classified medicines valued at about 
Shsésm. 

Crackdown 
Asaresult NDA heightened enforce- 

‘mentoperations across northem and 
north eastern Uganda, closing illegal 
clinics and drug outlets to protect pub- 
lic health. Authorities have since con- 
tinued to crack down on illegal drug 
shops across the region, leading tosig- 
nificant losures and drugseizures. 
On February 27,2026, NDA conduct- 
ed a compliance enforcement opera- 
ion targetingilegaldrug outletsinthe: 
central regiondisrictsof yotera,Ralai, 
Livengo, and Kalungu. The operation 
uncovered 35 drug outlets operating 

in restoring public trust and protecting  inunauthorised and unlicensed prem- 
Tives. ises,many run by unqualified person- 
‘Thecrackdownonillegaldrugshops  nelillegallystockingandselling govern- 
Recently in northern Uganda,the Na- * mentdrugs and medical devices. 
tional Drug Authority (NDA) intensi- - As aresult of the crackdown, 15 bax- 
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Liconsing a drug shop requires a cortificate of suitability of premisos, evidence of a qualified officer-in-charge (pharmacist or health profassional), and submis- 
sion of complotod application forms with fees. PHOTO/A! 

Who is really treating you? 
The truth about illegal clinics 

Accordingtothe WorkdHealth 
Organisation (WHO),unfcensed 
healthfaciltiesand unauthorised 
drugselersarsamajortiveatto 
patient safety worldwide. 
SWHO emphasisesthat 
substandard andfalsified medicines 
cancause treatment faiure, 
adverse reactions, and even death. 

et -Strict icensingandregulation ofal 
et e 
-Regularinspectionsand public: 
reportingmechanisms. 
-Publicawareness campaigns o 
helpcitizensidentity safe,qualfied 
healthcare providers. 
@inUganda,government 
crackdowns andthe 2026 NDA 
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esof assorted medicines valued at more: 
than 5hs37.5m were impounded. NDA 
reiterated its commitment to safeguard- 
ing publichealth by ensuring that only - 
censed premises operated by qualified 
‘personnel dispensemedicines. 
Abiaz Rwamwiri the publi relations of- 

feerof heNDA sy thelegimanditeto | 
license drugshopsin Uganda rests solely 
vith the authority Earler this yeas NDA 
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