o E R OEOE PR OE OB B W RS

“dmXira [Lifestyle_
Nsubuga’s journey

rom disability to
law degree dreams

Wycliffe Nsubuga is a reminder that our
greatest limitations are often the ones we
place on ourselves. From scoring As on his
examinations to building abusiness that

. sustains his dreams, this young man refus-
es to let his physical disability define him.
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BY ANGELLA NAKIYUKA

hen the Uganda Certif-
icate of Education re-
W sults were released, Wy-
cliffe Nsubuga eliminated
doubt whether a disabled child
could amount to anything. The
20-year old Nsubuga had passed
every subject, scoring As, Bs,and
* Cs across theboard.

For most Students, such
performance would be a
moment of simple pride. For
Nsubuga, it was vindication,
proofthat his wheelchair would

* never limit what his mind could
achieve.

*I took my studies seriously
because | never wanted failure
to be attached to my name
just because I am disabled,”
he explains. Those words
capture the philosophy that
has guided him through
twenty years of life; disability

* is never an excuse. Today,ashe ~ him.

prepares to transition to the
Uganda Advanced Certificate
of Education, Nsubuga's dreams
stretch far beyond the classroom
walls. He envisions himself in
a law degree programme at
university, inspired by Grade
One Magistrate Willy Atono,who
is visually impaired. If Atono can
interpret the law without sight,
Nsubuga reasons, then he can
argue it from a wheelchair.

Achallenging beginning

But theboy whonow dreams of
becoming a lawyer entered the
world under circumstances that
offered little hope. Twenty years
ago in Nakibizi village, Buikwe
district, Nsubuga was born with
aphysical disability that left him
unable to walk. Before he tumed
one year old, his parents left him
in the care of his paternal grand-
mother, Joyce Nasejje, as they de-
parted for the city in search of
better opportunities.

Growing up, Nsubuga believed
his grandmother was his moth-
er. She was the only parent he
had ever known, the only con-
stant presence in his earliest
memories,

W_hi]e others in the village
whispered that keeping a disa-
bled child was a waste of hope
and resources, Nasejje promised
she would never abandon her
grandson,no matter the hard-
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ships they would face together,

"My grandmother held my
frail hands whenever 1 felt sad,”
Nsubuga recalls.

Finding strengthin
friendship

Nsubuga who was a boarding
student at Jinja Secondary
School, makes many
question how a young man
in a wheelchair managed the
demands of boarding life. His
answer is friendship.

Two classmates became his
pillars of support, assisting him
with daily tasks that his condi-
tion makes difficult.

"My friends helped me bathe, |
feed, and wear my uniform," he |
explains with visible gratitude. -
*Icannot imagine how hardlife

wouldbewithoutthem.”
Rather than allowing his

built relationships that sustain

- Turningvacationinto
' venture

When the senior four vacation

totheir homes seeking rest. Nsu-
buga saw something else entire-

- Iy; opportunity

He approached his
grandmother with an
ambitious plan to start a poultry
farming business, raising broiler
chickens for sale, His love for
animals and entrepreneurial
spirit had collided, and he was
determined to see where they
would lead. His grandmother
hesitated. She worried about
the physical demands of caring
for chickens. How would he
manage the feeding, cleaning,
and monitoring required?
But Nsubuga's enthusiasm
was impossible to resist. He
convinced her that with
minimal assistance, he could
handle the responsibility, just
as he had handled every other
challenge life had presented.

Using money he had saved
from well-wishers' gifts and pre-
vious holiday earnings, Nsubuga
purchased twelve young broil-
ers, With help from his friends,
he constructed a simple but
sturdy coop in the family back-
yard. Every morning at dawn,
assisted by his younger siblings,
he would feed his chickens and

| tention of neighbours, who

| or simply admire his work. The
| chickens grew plumper and

| sense of purpose.

Dreams beyond the village
disability to isolate him, Nsubuga
. far beyond poultry farming.
. Having proven that he can ex-
- cel academically while running
- abusiness,he now sets his sights
- on higher education and, even-
* tuallylaw school.
began, most students scattered

- nation meets opportunity.

clean their living space.

Learning through struggle
The path was not smooth. Neu-
buga quickly discovered that rais-
ing healthy chickens required
knowledge he did not yet pos-
sess. He turned to sle;i:l media,
researching proper feeding
niques, vacr.Pin:llion schedules,
and hygiene practices. His phone
became his classroom,and his
termination became his teacher.
*The biggest challenge [ fa}cq
was lack of professional advice,
he admits. But where others
might have given up, Nsubuga
persisted, learning through trial
and error, celebrating small vic-
tories, and growing more confi-
dent with each passing week.
His dedication caught the at-

would stop by to offer advice

healthier, and so did Nsubuga's

When market concerns arose
and heinitially struggled to find
buyers, the same neighbours who
had watched his journey began
purchasing his chickens directly.

Nsubuga's ambitions extend

His inspiration, Magistrate Wil-
ly Atono, proves daily that disa-
bility need not prevent profes-
sional success. Atono's achieve-
ments have shown Nsubuga
what s possible when determi-

But dreams require resources.
When asked about his poultry
business, Nsubuga reveals an-
other motivation behind his en-
trepreneurship.

"Iam already planning to buy
more fowl to gather funds for
my treatment," he shares quiet-
Iy."My body has become weaker
lately,and I'donot wish to beg,"

He will continue his poultry
farming to afford medical shots
scheduled for April. Even as his
physical condition presents
new challenges, his response re-
mains consistent; find a way for-
ward without becoming a bur-
dentoothers.

In Nakibizi village and be-
yond, Nsubuga has become a
beacon of hope. His life demon-
strates that with determina-
tion and the right support, an-
yone can soar regardless of the
challenges they face. He has tak-
en what the world saw as weak:
ness and forged it into his great-
est strength.

SHARING SUCCESS
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By January, Nsubuga had sold
all his chickens. But moreim-
portantly, he had discovered
something priceless; the abi-
lity to create his own oppor-
tunities. Rather than stop-
ping, he began sharing what
he had learned. He organised
small gatherings in his village
toteach otheryoung people
about poultry farming, offe-

ring advice on how to start si-

milar projects. His message
was consistent and power-
ful; disability does not dis-
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qualify anyone from pursuing Wycliffe Nsubuga envisions himsaelf
their dreams. Hard work and gramme at university, inspired by C
passion are the only require- Willy Atono, who is visually impaire
ments. NAKIYUKA.
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