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-refinery affected communities

petition MPs over resettlement

Stranded. Government took over a 29
square kilometre piece of land belonging to
more than 7,000 people in 2012 but it has
allegedly failed to resettle some’of them.

BY FRED KIVA
editorizl@ug.natinmedia.com

HOIMA. Communities in Kabaale-
Buseruka Sub-county in Hoima Dis-
trict, who were displaced from their
land to pave way for the construction
of an oil refinery, are demanding that
Parliament responds to their plight.

Government took over a 29 square
kilometre piece of land belonging to
more than 7000 people in 2012 but it
has allegedly failed to resettle some
of them.

The victims, majority of them
women, have petitioned MPs from
Bunyoro sub-region asking them to
find solutions to what they termed

as a “life-threatening” situation they
areliving in.

The refinery affected households
are being coordinated by Africa Cen-
tre for Energy Governance (AFIEGO),
a local NGO, to demand for resettle-
ment.

The residents are demanding im-
mediate relocation, food relief, res-
toration of education and health ser-
vices in addition to reinstatement of
their cultural rights through their im-
mediate relocation by government.

The petitioners complain of hunger
and starvation ever since government
barred them from growing perennial
crops.

“There is a lot of hunger in our
homes since government refused
us to grow crops such as cassava,
bananas, oranges, mangoes, guavas
and papaws [perennial crops]. With
the bad weather conditions that we
experienced last year, our crops that
were not drought-resistant were de-

e
BACKGROUND

Government
acquired the 29-
square kilometre
piece of land in
Kabaale Parish
where it intends
tosetupagreen
field refinery that
has a capacity to
produce 60,000
barrels of crude oil
per day.

The chunk of
fertile land will
also host an airport
and attendant oll
Industries and
other required
facilities.

stroyed, leaving us without food,” the
July 10 petition reads in part. i

A total of 7118 residents are af-
fected.

Ninety three of the affected house-
holds preferred relocation, meaning
they would be given land equal to
what was lost and a house.

However, government turned
around and built houses for only 47
households, arguing that the rest
only lost part of their land but not
houses.

The others were given cash as com-
pensation.

Despite the resettlement houses
being complete by December last
year, the residents have never been
shifted to the area in Kyakaboga vil-
lage.

Some now stay in overgrown
bushes, since their neighbours were
compensated and shifted to other

CONTINUES TO PAGE 10
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Leaders urged to make laws
MBARARA. Tha marager Natora!

Malana Contrel Programme in the
Ministry of Haaith. Dr Jimmy Ooigo,
has asked local '2aders to make ordi-
nancas and by-'aws for enforcement
of proper use of mosquito nats used i
malania prevention. Cr Opigo said this
while addressing district health officers
and other stakeholders, including resi-
dent district commissioners from the
districts of Kagadi, Mbarara, Sheema
Kasese and Bundibugyo at a one-day
consultative meeting in Mbarara Towr.
on Monday. Dr Coio revealed that the
five districts will receive four million
leng-iasting insecticide-treated mos-
quito nets in October. [Fred Anyine]

Parents advised on girls

IBANDA. The Kiruhura District inspec-
tor of schools, Mr Robert Agume, has
urged parents in lbanda and Kiruhura
districts to educate their daughters
because they play an important rele in
building the nation. Mr Agume was last
Sunday spezking to the congregation at
St Paul Cathedral in North West Ankole
Diocese. Christians were celebrating
getting a diocese and a bishop. He asked
parents to take keen interest in affairs

of their daughters and help them avoid
people of bad characters. [Elly Karenzi]
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Oil-refinery affected communities
petition MPs over resettlement

‘There is a lot

of hunger in our
homes since
Jovernment
refused us to

grow crops such
as cassava,
bananas, oranges,
mangoes, guayas
and papaws. With
the bad weather
conditions that we
experienced last
year, our crops that
were not drought-
resistant ware
destroyed, leaving
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areas,

Efforts by local leaders apd the
civil society to have thg residents
relocated, have not yielded any

ositive results, ) -
5 The petitioners claim their pri-
mary schools such as Nyahaira
and Kyapaloni were closed and
pupils and teachers relocated to
other areas, ;

They said the pupils who com-
pleted Primary Seyen and were
headed to secondary scl}ools can-
not afford school fees in the far
way areas. .

When contacted, Buliisa Mp
Steven Mukitale admitted that the

i " relocation process had delayed.
18 Withourt food, He, however, noted that the ’
PARY OF Th residents were mych better off
PETITION than their colleagues whe opted J
for cash compensation,  }
“Actually, the People complain- ;
“As you know, ing are better off than those who \
the resettlement opted for cash Compensation he- | Grm
package includes cause their resettlement houses | has:
I’;set“‘;]’::':"vsz are now complete anq they will Di
are now p;.ltting be relocated Soon. Those who got n
upaschool 3 cash compensatiop Squandered ope
health centre, he money anq are now penpj- | of
roads and socia| less,” Mr Mukitale said i 5 tele- |
amenities before Phone interviey, grol
‘P2ople can moye
in. Gov?rnmgnt Ministry speaks oyt
'ts";’g::t':gtwa':z €1 contacted aboyt the is-
consultants. Sue, Ms Glorig Ssebikari, 3 go.
They will be nior Communicationg officer at HO
relocated soon " Ministry of Energy’s Directorate to ca
of Petroleum, said government Hoinr
EE:TJ:SSEBIMRI' IS finalising the Testoration of g)) oil-rj
the socia] amenities in Kyakaboga In;
COMMUNICATIONS a8e where the affecteq DPersons cil pa
OFFICER AT MINISTRY 50 tobe relocated. Buha
OF ENERGY's “As you know, the resettlement Statu:
DIRECTORATE of packagg includeg restoration triet.
PETROLEUY of livelihggq. We are noy put In:
N Up a schog] a health centre the ¢
roads and socjq) amenities hefora | Kuub
People cap in. OVernment 2018.
is Working wj the district and Hoy
Consultans » gy Ssebikari said in closer
telephone Interviey, Vesterday, alisat
She aq ed: “F Y will be rglg. | Stirre
Cated soon, | cannot give yq, the | o in
£Xact time frapq becauge | leed | e
to congy]t » i chairy
Mea.nwhile, a road leading to “ said |
Vakaboga hag bee Pened yp | becon
and the copg TUction of Kyapalop; | would
mary 00l in the resett]e 1 the pe
ent area jg almosgt Complete, \' “Th
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