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Enforce banon
traditional birth
attendants-CSQ

Caution

1. Activists say
expectant mothers rigk losing
their lives if they do not go to
professional health facilities

BY FRED MUZAALE
editorial@ 19.nationmerlia.com

KYANKWANZI. A coalition
of maternal health advocates
and communities in Kyank-
wanzi District have asked
leaders to enforce the gov-
ernment ban op Traditiona]
Birth Attendants (TBAS) in
the area.

The call follows 3 maternal
choices’ random survey con-
ducted between January 2016
and June 2017, which discoy-
ered that TBAs were behind
76 per cent of the 49 identi-
fied maternal deaths that oc-
curred in the sub-county in
that time.

The survey highlighted that
€xpectant mothers rigk losing
their lives if they continye
delivering with TBASs. Moth-
€IS were encouraged to seek
maternal health care services
from health facilities,

The survey proveqd that
92 (474 per cent) of the 194
mothers surveyed depended
onboth the TBAs and the dis-
trict health system,

Of the 42 maternal deaths
identified during the period
under review, 21.6 per cent
had only ‘attended antenatal
care’ with TBAs.

According to the survey,
three mothers died from com-
plications before full term
bregnancy, and only one had
attended antenatal care,

Twenty-seven mothers
were taken directly to TBAs
when in labour from where
eight died.

The TRAsand family mem- .
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the majority died on the way &
because it was ton late. ‘

Five mothers deliverad
with TBAs but died from
complications at home some [
days after delivery, “

Only 12 of the 42 identified
deceased mothers (29 per
cent) had entered the health |
system, five of them with
complications compounded
by TBAs, ‘

One of the 12 was lured
from Hoima Hospital where
the family had failed fo raise
money for a C-section foa
TBA who made the family
believe she could deliver her
safely. The mother died in the
hands of the TBA.
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The Aruwe executive direc-
tor, Ms Agnes Mirembe, said:
“The findings are essential for
the distriet and sub-county
leadership to act to cover the
maternal health gaps” Ms
Mirembe said.

Ms Mirembe said two mid-
wives have been posted to Ki-
yuuni Health Centre I, and
there have been infrastruc-
tural improvements such as
renovation of the maternity
ward and acquisition of three
new delivery beds at the fa-
cility, as a result of the cam-
paign.

Ms Elizabeth Nakato, one
of the members, says she
rescued her daughter from a
‘TBA and took her to a health
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