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Noarrests were made during
the operation,

Stewart Maniraguha, the
fange manager of Bugoma
SYstems  range, noted that
NEA's 1ole as the protector of
\hc}cn\'imnmcnl. is provided
for in the 2003 Forest and Tree
Planting Act.

“NFA is mandated by law 10
do its work and we shall not
Sit back and watch forests get
destroyed,” said Maniraguha.

According 10 Maniraguha,
so far, the UPDF has deployed
In four forest reserves —
Bugoma, Kagombe, Ruzaire
and Kanaga.

In January, the High Court
ordered NFA 10 Te-open
boundaries of all contested
national forest reserves in

the three districts of Kibaale,
Kagadi and Kakumiro.
The court’s order followed

NEA has ordered
all people
carrying out
activitiesin
forest reserves
lovacate

apettion filed by a section
o residents neighbouring

Kangombe  Central ~ Forest
Reserve in Kibaale late last
vear. The residents accused
NFA of irregular boundary
opening in which they had
lost big chunks of  their
land,

In August 2014, the High
Court. sitting In Bujogoro
village, ordered NFA 1o
open all boundaries within
Wwo  months, 10 allow
uniform eviction, but it was
contested,

Last year, thousands of
people who were occupying
various parts of Kagombe
Central  Forest Reserve in
Kibaale and Kagadi districts,
started * vacating  voluntarily
as NFA started the boundary
opening  exercise,  However,
some of them have remained
non-compliant.

The mostly depleted forest
reserves  are  Kagombe,
Kanaga, Ruzaire, Nakuyazo
and Guramwa, among others.

Kagadi sector has a total of
16 forest reserves, but most of
them are being destroyed for
arable land.

The forest reserves are
Kagombe, which is the biggest,
with 11,331 hectares; Kagadi,
8  hectares;  Nyakarongo,
5,555 hcctares; Mulunga,
399  hectares  (Kyebando
sub-county); Nyabigoye,
495 hecares (Matale sub-
county); Gurama, 1546
hectares (Nkooko sub-county)
and Kihaimira 572 hectares
(Kasambya sub-county).

The others are Nakuyazo
with 342 hectares (Kasambya

sub-county), Kijuna, 1,225
hectares  (Kyebando  sub-
county);  Ruzaire, 1160
hectares  (Kiryanga  sub-
county); Kanaga, 650

lce V . ton.
Police and UPDF officers board a car after the opera
NFA has warned that the operations will continue
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