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ccording to French poet Antoine
Adn Saint-Exupéry; it is the time

you have wasted for your rose
that makes vour rose so important.
Make no mistake, growing roses
even with a limitless market home
and abroad - is a no-go zone for the
faint hearted and deprived.

Yet with  concerted  efforts
petween government and interested
individuals, the nascent lucrative
industry canbe harnessed totapinto
the overflowing fortunes,

Flower expert Ravi Kumar, who is
also the farm manager of Namulanda
bhased Rosebud flower company
calls on prospective farmers to join
the trade since the local market is
still virgin and the environment is
favourable. )

“Uganda is a country blessed with
fertile soils,abundant water resources
and labour. Individual farmers can
start as a small group and gradually

row into organisations that can
cerve the demanding market,” he

says.

Currently, Rosebud s the country's
Jargest exporter of roses, but Kumar
admits they would be exporting more
than the three times they do a weekif
the supply was equally high.

“In Kenya, they export daily
pecause floriculture production is
high unlike here in Uganda where it
is a few companies like us venturing
in the business,” said Kumar,

Sitting on 60 hectares and with
60 green houses, Rosebud exports
flowers to the Amsterdam (Holland)
market hub of 21 countries thrice a
week (Tuesday, Friday and Sunday).

They aresearching for 200 hectares
next to a water source to extend their
business and meet the high demand.

paily harvest project

No many agribusiness ventures
can give daily returns like growing
flowers.

One needs to follow cardinal laws
like not exposing flowers to direct
sunshine and making sure they are
irrigated daily and given fertilisers.

«Mainly for the up and running
firms such as Rosebud, once the
Green House (polythene housing that
gives shelter to flowers) isup, and the
flower troughs are constructed and
are irrigated l}y a mogiem, automated
water-pumping unit, which feeds
our fully compu{ensed hydroponics
systems," explains Kumar who is
surrounded by a bevy of workers .

Growing

The flower takes only 35 days to
mature. One square meter produces
a flower every day for 350 days and
it takes five years to replenish the
entire plantation.

The flower plant is left with no
option but to produce yields after
being granted about 15 types of
nutrients, coconut fertilisers and
watered 10 times daily in the durable
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m?de polythene troughs.

“The trough, water and nutrients
ensure that the flower’s roots do not
meander looking for food but only
concentrate on production of roses.
If you follow the rules to the dot, you
are sure of harvesting flowers more
than once a daily because it takes a
flower two hours to produce another
ready rose.”

Greenhouse technolo

The polythene that coveg the
greenhouse helps in ultra-filtration
frqm the'sun by throwing back light.
It is anti-algae, anti-dew and does
allow vapour to form in the spacious
house.

“At our farm, we harvest 365 days
a year and we collect flowers from
the green houses three times a day.
We raise our own seedlings and we
train workers for six months to be
able to comprehend how the business
is dqne,” says Kumar, a graduate of
Tamilnadu Agriculture University
with a MSC in Agriculture who has
been farm manager for the last 13
years.
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Once the flowers arrive at the
grading house from the greenhouse,
theyaresubjecttoadiseaseinspection
check at the entrance, taken for
trimming and packaging before they
head to the five degrees cooler room
ready for transportation.

“In the cooler room, the fresh
flowers are put into coma for hours
and _‘Tesurrected’ briefly while
packing into the vans and then
put back into coma on the plane to
Europe,” Kumar expounds.

Cutflowers are one of the most
profitable plants for small growers;
With sales of Up to Shs100m per
acre:

Cut flowers are a perfect cash crop.
because they are easy to grow,
produce quickly.and can'supplya
good income throughioutithe growing
5eason

Also; starttp costs are low. as most
gardeners already have the basio
gardening tools needed; and only
Rave to buy seeds to get'started:

According to seasoned flawer
qgrowing pros, the best flower
chaices toinsure profitsinclude:

1. Ageratum. Clusters of fong=
lasting flowers in red, white and
bltie add color ta bouquets With
successive plantings; ageratumcan
produice continuous bloams from
early summer tofrost:

Protection of farm
workers

All the flower farms should
ensure that every worker accessing
the greenhouse is well protected
with full protective gear including
gumboots, eye goggles, gloves,
overall, gumboots, and face masks.

This enables workers to remain
safe and work for the farm for a
long time without falling sick from
diseases resulting from use of toxic
chemicals.

“All the banned chemicals should
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2. Scablosa. Also called the
pincushion flower, scabiosa is
excellent for cutting and comes in a
wide variety of colots, from white to
dark As with most cut flowers, plant
avery 2-3 weeks until mid-summer
for extended bloomn harvest.

3. Larkspur. This refative of the
buttercun has complex flowers and
comes ina wide range of colors
Most seed suppliers offer color
assortrients so youlll have a rainbow
of blooms ta harvestand mixinto
botiquets

4. Snapdragon. Best tostart
indoors and transplant. Snapdragons
take 120 days to mature. Most
glowers plant amixof 8-10 colors
for variety.

5; Peony. With hundreds of varieties
of this popular perennial the ha
decision may be which ones to plant!
The large fragrant flowers are always
2 hit at the Saturday market

Headstart Publk

not be used on the farm. The farm
owners should ensure that managers
and other farm workers are sensitised
and fully aware that such chemicals
pose both environmental and human
risk and should not be used,” says
Kumar.

Rose varieties

Uganda’s climate allows the
production of mainly two types of
roses; Sweetheart Roses; Valentino
(dark red), Viva (bright yellow),
Chelsea (orange), Red Calypso
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Makerors traina flower
students

WMakarera University Agricultural
Prsoarch Instituta (MUARIF ) head
0t Staphan Lunsa reveals that the
Hortieulture thrae-year degree at
Makarara University attracts 20
students o yeat and is disided In
many cateqories; flaners, fruits and
ingetables

“Students specialise in ary of the
vertures and we have marr/ [0ining
flarleuttura farms such as Posebud
and Nsimba Estates” Lwasa brands
floficultura as a capital intensi/e
upcaming industry that inquites
axtansive farming and importation of
seadlings — a preserve for the rich,

“The best thing government can
dois give able investors incentives
such as tax holiday on flights and
get them land near water as nell a5
neqotiating with Nema to deqazatte
soma swampy areas for flaner
farming.”

(bright red), Meera (champag_ne),
Akito (white), Blushing Akito (pink),
Raspberry King (dark red), Jambo
(bright red) and Intermediate Roses;
Ace Pink (pink), Bella Rose (pink),
Sunny Star (yellow), Furiosa (dark
red), Tropical Amazone (orange),
Banjo (pink), Labelle (peach), Sorraya
(yellow), Athena (white). ;
According to Kumar, the Blushing
Akito breed, is the most sought after ..
rose on the European ma{ket for its
flagrance and pink attractive colgur.

Challenges .

Kumar says that the caterpillars
and spider mites pose a threat
but through use of mosquito nets,
specialised lights and the promone
trap they have managed to tame
them. ;

The promone trap uses a smelling
tablet that attracts the ;r)ale
butterflies that could have fertilised
the female into a death trap thus
wiping away the entire breed.

«The other challenge is Europeans
dictating the conditions because
they sell to us the raw materials at
high prices, buy the products at
fluctuating prices and call fpr less
use of chemicals yet some diseases
require them to avoid makinglosses,”
he notes.

Watching environment

Flowers are very profitable but also
could be harmful to the environment
and lakes if farmers do not follow
guidelines from authorities.

Chemicals should not be allowed to
drain in any open water body.

The drainage channels fr9m the
greenhouse should be made in .sqch
a way that they pour all the 1
chemicals from the greenhouse into
one area well prepared for handling
chemicals and fertilisers.
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