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Anillustration of the Iranian Foreign Affairs ministor arriving at Entobbo airport in 1997. ILLUSTRATION/ IVAN SSENYONJO 

[ran minister hops from Khartoum to 
Kampala to save Tehran agreement 
Uganda and Sudan had the pre- 

us year signed a peace pact 
Srokered by the visiting Iranian 
president who was completinga 
six-nation tour of Africa to break 
isolation imposed by the West 
and enterinto partnerships with 
Africa. 

BYISAAC MUFUMBA 

‘wenty nine years ago,on Tues- 
day last week, visiting Irani- 
an minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Ali Akbar Velayat, announced 

thatdiscussing the dispitebetyween 
Ugandaand Sudan with authorities 
inthe twocountries was highon his 
agenda. 
The Monitor of March 14,1997, re- 

‘ported that Valeyati made the an- 
nouncement on March 12, 1997, 
soon after he arrived in Khartoum 
ona tour of duty that would also 
see him visit Kampala the follow- 
ingday. 
His comments came at a time 

‘when the authorities in Sudan were 
chest thumping, claiming that the 
Sudanese military had inflicted 

casualties on the Uganda Peo- 
‘Ple’s Defence Forces (UPDF). 
AlTayeb Ibrahim Mohamed Khair, 

the Sudan minister for Culture and 
Information, was on March 13,1997, 
quoted by the State radio in Khar- 

| toumsaying his countrysmilltary | tured Kaya insouthern Sudan and 
| had crushed an attack by Ugan- 
' dan forcesin the south of the coun- 
try destroying tanks and causinga 
large number of casualtes. 
“The armed forces attacked Ugan- 
danaops {n el s de- 

,seizing arms and in- 
g hogeleses i Ives e was 
quoted tohave said. 
“The types of arms used confirm 

that Uganda has received foreign 
support;he was further quoted to 
have said,but fellshort of revealing, 
whoUgandals foreign backers were. 
Sudanese newspapers had on the 

same day reported that a Sudanar- 
‘my commander was killed during 
the battle n the Lanya area, about 
100kms west of Juba, the main 
southem Sudanesecity. 
Sudan had accused Uganda of di- 

rectmilitary involvement inattacks 
in southern Sudan, where the re- 
bel Sudan People’s Liberation Ar- 
my (SPLA) was fighting Khartoum's 
forces. Uganda, however,denied in- 
volvementin the fighting. 
‘The Monitor further reported that 

the Akbar a}Youm newspaper had 
on March 13,1997,quoted then Su- 
danese president Omar ak-Bashir as 
vowingtorecapture‘inthe next few 
dzyrmmmdwsvuamm 

espiama been fighting Khar- 
toum since 1983, demanding inde- 
‘pendence for the mainly Christian 
south of Sudan from the Muslim 
and Arabisednorth. 
Ori March 9, 1997, the SPLA an- 
nounced that its forces had cap- 

wereadvancingon 

Counteraccusations 
Sudan's accusations at that par- 

ticular time that the UPDF was 
fightingalongside the SPLA wason- 
Iy the latest in a long running dis- 
pute between the two countries, 
precipitated by accusations that 
eachwasaiding the other's rebels. 
Uganda had always accused Su- 

dan of supporting the Lord's Resist- 
ance Army (LRA) rebels who were 
‘wreaking havoc in northem Ugan- 
da, with, among other things, mili- 
tary training,arms and uniforms. 
‘Thegovernmentin Khartoumalso 
accused the government in Kampa- 
Iaof offering similar support to the 
SPLMA. . 
Itwas mainly due to those coun- 

teraccusations that the two coun- 
tries severed diplomatictiesin1995. 

1t should be remembered that 
President Museveni, while address- 
ing the media in Kampala on Sep- 
tember 14,1994, accused Sudan of 
having been supportive of rebel 
activity in northern Uganda since 
1986, when his National Resistance 
Movement/Army (NRM/A) took 
‘powerinKampala. 
The President said Sudan had, on 

August 22,1986, supplied arms to 
former soldiers of the Uganda Na- 
tional Liberation Army (UNLA) 
with theidea of helping them cap- 
ture power 
“We havealltheinformation (and] 
the Sudan government has got to 
stop this or else we have ways of de- 

fending ourselves,” this newspaper 
quoted President Museveni as say- 
ing. 

Peacepact 
It should be remembered that 

the two countries had the previ- 
ous September signed a peace pact 
brokered by the visiting president 
of ran, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, who was completing a sixna- 
tion tour of Africa that saw him vis- 

posed by the West and enter into 
partnerships with Africa. 
Duringthenvisitto Uganda,lranian 

and Ugandan officils signed seven 
economic accords n the areas ofol, 
industry,building dams and infra- 
structure projects, agriculture, and 
trade. 
“Building a number of dams on 

the [River] Nile can provide 10,000 
‘megawatts of electricty for the re- 
gion. This s a great wealth, and is 

e precsons than hundrets of il 
etyeen bnilin; 

e major dans on the Kt Riv 
ol e have the expertio (0 15 
st the Afrean nations in thisfeld” 
cald tafeanant, who vieited he Ry 

the 12 point pe 
ieh s signed in K 

September ), 1996, o 
riate separatiet 
hackers as 1 means Iy which peacee 
ol v estred to bth suthern 
Stdan and northern Uganda. 
The meeting culminated in the 
siing on Horverber 1, 1996,of the 
“tiew Teheran Agreement=in Tehe 
an, 7 Ugandds depity prime min- 
ister and minister for Foreiin AT 
fairs, Eriya Kategaya, and Sudan's 
minister for Foreien Affais, Al 05 
manMohamed Taha, 
Noaffoct 
What was happening near the 
common border of the two coun- 
tries as of March 1997 sugzested 
that the peace pact signed in Khar- 
foum and the agreement signed in 
“Tehran had not served to help im- 
prove relations between the two 
countries. 
There were doubts in Khartoum 

that Uganda would keep tsside of 
the pact. 
Inazat Abdelhamid Inayat, the 

chairperson of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee of the Sudanese 
parliament, who had previously 
served as Sudan's ambassador to 
Uganda, had been quoted by Reu- 
terson March 11,1997, saing theat- 
tackin the south of the country was 
aimed at trying to stop [ran from: 
reconciling the tw countries 
“Uganda wants to stop dialogue 

aimed at improving ties with Su- 
dan, and the attack is a message to 
Iran to stop its mediation.” Inayat 
said. 

It would, however look like some 
circles in Tehran also had suspi- 
cions about Ugandals commitment 
10 the pact. An alleged® executive 
intelligence review of September 
20,1996, authored by one Hussein 
al-Nadeem, claimed that the pact 
'had abways been bad news or some 
‘Western powers that had allegedly 
been controlling and using Ugan- 
da,‘asabase tolaunch a ity oper- 
ation aiming at overthrowing the 
government of Sudan and dividing 
that country, through support for 
the south Sudanese separatist re- 
bels,such as the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLAY". 
“A Uganda-based humanitarian® 

‘operation was put t the disposal of 
the SPLA,tocontinuethe war which 
has devastated the southern region 
of Sudan;the reportadded. 
‘Howeves,Velayati, who saidhehad 

broughta written message from his 
‘president for his Sudanese counter- 
part,was more optimistic. 
“The sides that signed the agree- 

ment have to keep whatever was 
agreed inthe agreementhe said. 
Provisions of the Khartoum Pact 

and the Tehran Agreement did not 
hold. 
'Decades of fighting between forc- 
of the government in Khartoum 

and the SPLA ended with the sign- 
ing on January 9,2005,in Naivasha, 
Kenya, of the Comprehensive Peace: 
Agreement CeA). 

referendumwasheld in January, 
znu which saw 98.83 percent, 50 
the people vote for secess: w”,‘ o 
paved theway or Soutp 23 
Sy 
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