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I didn’t intentionally cause deat},

On Friday, Christopher
Okello Onyum took to
the witness stand to
defend himself'against
four counts of murder
allegedly committed ata
daycare centre in Ggaba
on April 2. He delivered
a testimony marked by
long pauses and a large-
ly disjointed flow as he
urged the court presid-
ed over by Justice Alice
Komuhangi Khaukha
todismiss the charges,
arguing that the pros-
ecution had failed to
prove beyond reason-
able doubt that he had
theintent to kill the
fourvictims. Belowisa
slightly abridged version
of how the proceedings
unfolded in the court.

BY JULITTKIGONGO
& ANTHONY WESAKA

ichard Kumbuga (Okello’s
lawyer): Two witnesses are
present in court.

Justice Alice Komuhangi

Khaukha:What is your name?

Okello: Aaaaaa...My lord, my name is
Chnistopher Okello Onyum.

Judge: How old are you,Mr Onyum?

The accused, Christopher Okello

Onyum, consults his lawyer during a court session. PHOTO'ABUBAKER LUBOWA

Division, Kampala District, with malice

aforethought, you unlawfully caused ~ Okello: Aaaaa, yes, my lord, and my
the death of Keisha Agenorwoth, You  hameis Chnistopher Okello Onyum.
have understood that as well?

prayer that I be convicteq
four counts of murder s}

Okello: 1 have my notes.Can read
them?

honoured because they did noy
a strong case that would w;

Judge: Yes, please go ahead. You

Kumbuga: How old are you? )
heard the evidence, what do you say in

Okello: 1am 39 years old, my lord.
Kumbuga: What work do you do?
Okello:1am a farmer, my lord.
Kumbuga: Where do you do your

They could have done or shoy,
done better toshow the courty),
very intentional/deliberate iy

Judge: Stll another count, the third
count is murder contrary to Section
171and 172 of the Penal Code Act,Cap
128.The particulars of this offence are
that you, Christopher Okello Onyum,
on April 2,2026,at Ggaba Early Child-

So here contend that they s

fence thinks that,taking together
evidence, it does not support the
that I killed the four children ¢,

Kumbuga: Where were you staying P P
ed evidence of a charge and

Onkwm Aaaaaa,lam 39 years old,my a caution statement and a plain

of the four children, says Okello

Okalo: Prom what point,my lord?

Judga: OX, 1 wrote that it is possible
there are other signs of mental iliness
that were not detected that may have
18d 16 the death of the four children....

Olaflo: | think that's all for that part,
and another part which deals with the
mtention and motive for killing is that 1
id 1t for the riches, and I sacrifiord the
Children for that.

Sa,my lord, the prosecution's case said
that I confessed to killing the four chil-
dren inaritual sacrifice deliberately for

that,and we have it on reeond. Glve me
something elee.

Okello: Maybe not.

Judge: s that all?

Okealfor No,my lord, I want to be very
aure that we have this on reeond. 1 want
to tay that these are the witnewses [am
moingtorelyon.

Judge: The witnesses, we, recorded
their particulars yesterday, and there
was a prayer from lawyers that they do
not want to mention the witneese.

Okello: Ok. In the next session, my
Jord, I'm going to try to show how it
seems unlikely that I should have

ceived an idea like that, although it

Tiches, right? My lord, I have
tosaytothat.

1 made the confession in the charge
nd caution statement and the plain
“atement, and in other areas, but 1 was
Pressed hard to do so.1did not have any
¢hoice but to say anything else or what
!‘Wmtdlowrwlord.lmst
Into saying something acceptable to
d atthetime.

. ecution also tendered other ev-
Idence to suggest that I was deliberate
nd fore-minded in killing the children,
like a file in the flash disc about a book
bout the war in China, I put the file so
""_“Ri:u.u\oumnotso‘longagbefgr!

file counts regarding the Killing of the
'mnchildm:n <

1put the file on the flash discs in what
1 thought was the side of them. 1 did
that because I wanted to assure them
ol

d to the

doesn't directly support the argument
that 1didnt do it. We believe so,my lord,
which this section will help to support
the argument that the accused didn't
intentionally kill the four children.

In this section, ] am going to say that
the defence contends that the ac-

Judge: Please talk about yourself,
and that is your defence. You are the
accused.

Okello: Oh yeah,am going to contend
that  am a person said be of generally
of good moral character, also said to
be passionate and kind, very busy,
and is said to be focused on his work

and some have to say that he is fairly
and inlight

hood and parked a car, and watehed
what I did.

They started demanding money from
me, and they would follow me close.
Ty 1 fled from mmry home for a long time,
that single bedroom I was renting in
Punga near the trading centre, and 1

outside on the streets for a while.
1didn’t want to be in a secluded place
for long, 1 lived on the streets and didn't
stay in the honee for long. 1 was outside
thereon the run.

Somy lord, during this period of Janu-
ary and March, and the very latter part
of this eplsode, I tried to end it some-
where somehoe. | tried a few things to
bring the whole thing to an end. I tried
to flee the country, then [ tried to b
abank,and I tried to kill rrry brother's
farnily

Judge: Mr Okello, are you
continuing?

Okello: Oh yes, my lord, that's all
for this distress section. For this other
section, I will rely on witness testimomy

Judge: No, do not mention the
names of your witnesses; your Lvryers
requested that they Okello: Oh, oh, it is
©ok.Mr Okello,is that all?

Okello: No,No.This is rmry last section, |
called it friends.I describe those people,
he es that | bumped into and

id

of this helps
give to lhe augment that or :_\llmdve

so

€ourt other exhibits/evidence, what-
©ver the court calls them, that seem to
SURgest that I did this deliberately and
With forethought, but, for example, my
lord, there were the videos of behead-
ing by 155, there were also the school
searches for young children.I told them
™y aim was not to fight wars.

‘dgo: Mr Okello, when you finish,
You will Jet me know because I told
You that when you give an unsworn
Statement, nobody interrupts you.

Okello: Oh yes, when 1 am done,

For this circumstantial section, 1 am
going to contend that I had a bright fu-
ture to look forward to and parents to
look after,and I had what I thought was
a very successful business in the mak-
ing,and so,in light of all this,I could not
do such a thing.In light of this section 1
am goingto call it a prosperous life.

1 will rely on the evidence/testimony
from my dad, former landlord, and tes-
timony from the people who leased me
land in Nwoya, as well as my resume.
In this section, 1 will call it a clause; it's
Jjust circumstantial evidence, | may not
‘prove directly, but it is just supporting

1 with. 1 do not know much
about them; it was not very often, most

Okallo denies intartionally
tha childran and arguas that
tha charges should not stand. In

killing

at the time, Ha alsa refarenced
other erratic and violent actions

of themn, but some | s often, and not
erery type of person.

1 am going to describe a fenr types of
people in here. Three types of them
and some of the interactions | had
with them. Some of them seemed to
be very young, like teenagers, but not
very young. The young, ones wore very
new clothes and greeted me bry their
first name- Hi Chis, and just -
walking, So they could come from op-
posite directions, and we would meet
once. That was the end of the encoun-

ter

‘These last two, they drove in very newr
cars, they were very clean all the time
and very well polished, very posh cars
in new brands, and these people in

this eategory were very groomed and
(tremseed ey sprarthy and they had radi
o8- wralkietalkies. They 7rere verf (piiet
and had a distinet expression on their
faces. I do not knew horw to describe
2, brit thevy wees perfactly expressed, |
think that is how | cxn explain thern.

The last categrry of the three they
‘nere not distinet like the others. Ther=
a8 nothing, urmieal abest thern. And
el tmby begn to think theey wrer=to-
zether or part of the others by ey oot
All experience writh them collectrrehy

1 think this is also supporting /-
denes, and if writness testimorry allosrs
itnill support this argument. | contend
these friends had somethms to do wth
rrey actions om the 2nd, rrey lorel.

S0, closing rrry lord, | believe that the
court should not honour the pryer for
rmurder conviction on the four counts
because the defence contends that
there wrere some circumstances that
foreed me to act the wrry 1 scted on the
2nd, and rrry lord, the court should not
honeur the charges that were filed be-
cause thewy did not make and support a
#pod strong, argument that | vras delib-
erate Defence contends that our prayer
should be granted, that the charges
<hould be dropped.

Judge: Mr Okello,is that all?

Oksllo: Yes,rmry Lord
Judge: Thank you so much, Mr
Okello.
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