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Conservation. Uganda Wildlife Authority has started the translocation of 20 giraffes in Murchison Falls National Park, Nwoya District. 7070 8v JuLis 0cunGt

UWA relocates giraffes to Murchison

Population. Murchison Falls
National Park has an estimated
850 Rothschild’s giraffes.

BY JULIUS OCUNGI
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

NWOYA. The Uganda Wildlife Au-
thority [UWA] has started the trans-
location of 20 giraffes in Murchison
Falls National Park in Nwoya Dis-
trict.

The exercise that started last
Thursday will see the giraffes relo-
cated from the northern banks of
the Victoria Nile Park to the south-
ern banks within the expansive
Murchison Falls National Park.

Mr Jossy Muhangi, UWA spokes-
person, confirmed the development
to Daily Monitor in an interview

last Friday. Mr Muhangi said the
one-week translocation exercise is
jointly being conducted by experts
from Giraffe Conservation Foun-
dation [GCF] and Uganda Wildlife
Education Centre [UWEC].

Recently, UWA received dona-
tions of transport logistic equip-
ment worth $37,500 [about Shs131
million] from GCF to boost the con-
servation agency to carry out the
translocation exercise.

“This translocation exercise is
aimed at increasing the home range
population of giraffes in Murchison
Falls National Park. It will also help
to diversify giraffe species and help
boost game drives in the southern
banks of the park,” Mr Muhangi
said.

Mr Muhangi, however, refuted

claims that the giraffes are being
relocated because of the threat of oil
explorationin the northern banks of
Murchison Falls National Park.

‘ This translocation exercise is
aimed at increasing the home
range population of giraffes
in Murchison Falls National
Park. It will also help to
diversify giraffe species and
help boost game drives in the
southern banks of the park,”
JOSSY MUHANGI, UWA SPOKESPERSON

“There is no threat at the mo-
ment on wildlife with the ongoing

oil exploration. In future, though
we believe that if the oil exploration
intensifies, we shall also apply ap-
pr%priate measures,” Mr Muhangi
said.

Murchison Falls National Park
has an estimated 850 Rothschild’s
giraffes.

Global practice

According to UWA, the relocation
exercise which is practiced globally,
will also help manage environment
by reducing habitat destructionand
allow for the restoration of the de-
graded ones.

In June 2015, UWA relocated 15
giraffes from Murchison Falls Na-
tional Park to Lake Mburo National
Park in an effort to boost tourism in
western Uganda.
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