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ideology, governance, regional geopoli-
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KAMPALA. Newly elected Members of
Parliament (MPs), with majority from :

the ruling National Resistance Move- '

ment (NRM) party, yesterday kicked off

a week-long orientation at the Nation-
al Leadership Institute (NALI) in Kyank- -

wanzi.

The induction that will end on
Wednesday; next week, aims to acquaint |
the fresh MPs with issues that will guide f

PmﬂdentMusevem‘s next five-yearterm
inoffice.

The mix of presgntations will range 5

from the economy, party issues, defence, :
regional and international relations, :
amongothers.

The MPs will then deliberate on the
topics and come up with a set of resolu- :

tions.

The ruling NRM party has over the

years used the NALI retreat to discuss :

and resolve key political decisions to '
guideboth the partyand nationoverthe :

President Museveni delivers a key- ‘

note address today,centred on the broad
theme of the retreat, namely,“aligning
the NRM leaders on protecting the gains
and making a qualitative leap to the
higher middle-income status society”

AboutNALI

NALL, also commonly referred to as
the Kyankwanzi Leadership Centre,is a
premier Ugandan government training
centre, used for ideological orientation,
patriotic education, and leadership de-
velopment for military, police, prisons,
and other public officials in Uganda.

Since the NRM has, over the years en-

Jjoyed majority presence in Parliament,

Museveni,who took power in 1986 af-
ter a five-year guerrilla war; has used NA-
LI'to bring order to his party and foster
consensus on key contentious national
issues that have required parliamenta-
rysanction.

In September 2011, President Musev-
eni, who had just won his fourth elec-
tive term in office, summoned all minis-
- . ters and NRM party MPs to NALI to dis-..

- © cuss same of the contentious issues that ::
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Retreats Precedents, highs and lows over the yeary

¥ shlp,argumg that Museveni and i, b

zi could no longer offer new dlr“rt,,'r )

' . thecountry.

The retreat led to moves agains, h,

" dissenting MPs, resulting in recor,, *
. dations for them to face the NRy ;" .

_.._"' . plinary committee, which forchJn;

Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs Norbert Mao (centre) at the National Leadership Institute (NALI) in
Kyankwanzi yesterday. PHOTO/ABUBAKER LUBOWA

had rocked Padiament and the country
thatyear

Mr Museveni at the time was faced
with strikes by teachers, skyrocketing
inflation, the weakening of the Shilling
against the dollar,and a spike in prices of
consumer goods that had triggered the
‘Walk-to-Work protests.

The country was also faced with allega-
tions of bribery in the emerging oil and
gas sector, besides the push by the gov-
ernment for the unpopular Public Order
Management law. The retreat discussed
and made some resolutions on manag-
ing the divisive issues.

A year later;another retreat was called
in 2012 after two of Museveni’s then
ministers,including Syda Bbumba (Gen-

der) and Prof Khiddu Makubuya (Gener- -

alDuties inthe Office of the Prime Min-

SWEARING IN

The new MPs, meanwhile, will
take oath between May 14 and
15, and subsequently pick among
them, a Speaker and Deputy for

_ the12th Parliament.

ister), appeared before the Public Ac-
counts Committee of Parliament in con-
nection with allegations of inflating fig-
ures for money paid out in compensa-
tions to businessman Hassan Basajja-
balaba.

The two ministers had informed the

House Committee that they approved.
the:.compensation based on the Presi-.

dent’s directive, which the principal im-
mediately denounced. Although the re-
treat agreed to first wait for the PAC re-
port,some MPs went ahead and pushed
for the censure of the duo.

NRM MPs also convened in February
2013 toresolve the then-brewing leader-
ship tension between President Musev-
emandhlsthenane Minister Amama
Mbabazi after the latter moved to chal-
lenge the leadership of his boss.

‘Theretreat was dominated by the out-
spoken criticism from a group of radi-
cal NRM lawmakers, who were often re-
ferred to as rebel MPs,and included The-
odore Ssekikubo (Lwemiyaga), Barn-
abas Tinkasiimire (Buyaga West), Mu-
hammad Nsereko (Kampala Central),
and Wilfred Niwagaba (Ndorwa East),
who:challenged the:party’s steward:

 stitutional Amendment that Pop

 brief expulsion from the party,

Another NRM Caucus retreat ¢, i,
same matter was convened in Mare, g
2014 and the members unanim,,
endorsed Mr Museveni as the k), ﬂ
candidate for the 2016pre51dpnm1 Dol

This prompted Mr Mbabazi, i :A,
formerly served as NRM party Secres,
general, to decamp and form the ("‘r )
ward pressure group, a political e,

heused to challenge his boss in t_hazr)

polls
Ahead of the debate on the 20170y,

became known as Toglkwatzﬂr(,
touch it), the NRM MPs met in
wanzi in March 2017 and endor:
proposal to amend Article 102b ¢

cap for anyone who wishes to stz
president.

The Article, which was later amsp
in December the same year, allo
Museveni to run for office for
he wished. Indeed, Mr Musev
on to run and win the subsequent )y

and the recent January 15,2026 prs.
dential polls.

The NRM MPs held a seven-day retres
in March 2019 at NALI and fooused op
political strategy ahead of the 2021 ¢l
tions and economic developmsnt inidz

tives and endorsed Mr Museveni asthe
sole party candidate for the 2021 ele¢- |
tions and beyond. ‘

After the 2021 polls, the NRM mem-
bers again met in Kyankwanzi, this ime
with the objective of instilling partyide
ology among new members. The cur-
rent retreat comes ahead of preparz
tions for the swearing-in of President
Museveni on May 12 for his seventhelst:
tivetermin office.
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