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Uganda
struggling
to end child
marriages

L ono =trucole. The government of
Uganda took up the African Union
campaign in 2015 to end child
marriage. Despite the efforts, the
challenge of underage girls getting
married is still persistent.
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hen her parents passed onin
w\2006. 16-year-old Adia Nant-

eza, a resident of Triangle
Zone in Mulago Parish in Kawempe
Division was in Primary Five at Im-
maculate Heart Primary School in
Luweero District.

Her paternal grandmother took
on the responsibility and care of her
school dues. But along the way, things
did not turn out as the grandmother
had expected. She only managed to
see Nanteza through school for only
one year.

“The situation at home was not
good. My grandmother couldn’t af-
ford to take me through school any-
more. She asked me to get married
and reached the extent of chasing me
away from home to look for a man,”
she recalls.

Confused, Nanteza was not sure
of her next step. She went into a re-
lationship with a man who not only
lived in poor conditions but was also
already married and had children

other wife, Nanteza saw no hope in
her relationship. She stayed at her
husband’s place for only two months.
Nanteza's marriage contradicts Ugan-
da’s Constitution.

Ms Hope Nankunda Mwijuka, the
executive director at Health Promo-
tion and Rights Watch Uganda, a
partner organisation with Joy for
Children, says according to the 2015
UNICEF report, 40 per cent of girls
aged between 20 and 24 years were
married before the age of 18 years.

Furthermore, according to the UN-
FPA 2012 fact sheet, Uganda is among
the leading countries with high rates
of teenage pregnancies in the Sub-
Saharan Africa.

On June 16, 2015, the government
of Uganda took up the African Union
campaign to end child marriage. It
was also its first ever national strat-
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and lack of basic needs which leads girls into
accepting offers from men in exchange for sex.
There are also poor parenting styles and the fact
that these girls are not empowered to say no to
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rated by Stuart Oramire, alawyer and
child right’s advocate working with
Centre for Children’s Rights.

“Not only does child marriage
contravene the provision of the 1995
Constitution, it also violates the laws

victims of child marriage like Nant-
eza, she says teachers and the local
community leaders equally have a
role to play to curb child marriages
especially in rural areas.

“We work in more than 60 schools
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school. We keep monitoring the,
closely. The success we have revils]?
tered is that the rate of schoo] dl%p.
outs in the areas where we are Wwork-
inghas significantly reduced .
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Accept and move on. "Accepting the mistake and moving on with

your education is the most important action that you have to take,”
HOPE NANKURDA MWLIUKA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT HEALTH PROMOTION ANO RIGHTS WATCH

Those who leave the marriage

One day, Nanteza made up her
mind and hit the road to Kampala to
stay with her elder sister, Ms Scovia
Namuleme.

“I climbed onto the back of a
lorry that was loaded with bananas
and beans in the night without the
driver’s consent and found my way
to Kampala. It was very cold and

uncomfortable but I had no choice,”
Nanteza recalls.

She says when the lorry finally
parked at Kalerwe, a Kampala suburb,
she hurriedly disembarked so as not
to be seen by the driver. All this time,
she did not know she was expecting
until her sister noticed when she ar-
rived in Mulago.

“She was always vomiting yet she
was not sick,” the sister recalls.

Recollecting. One
of the victims of
child marriage
narrates her ordeal
during the launch
of the End Child
Marriage campaign
in Hoima Town
recently. FILE PHOTO

“When my sister told me that [ was
pregnant, I called my husband but he
denied the pregnancy. [ started to-
makealiving by hawking boiled maize
but my business never lasted. Kam-
pala Capital City Authority (KCCA)
officials carried it away,” Ms Nanteza
recalls.

She adds: “I later bought a back
pack where I put sweets and chew-
ing gum to vend but never brought in
much money,” she recollects.

As the pregnancy advanced, Nant-
eza had to attend antenatal care visits
at the neighbouring Mulago hospital.

“Whenever I went there, doctors
insulted and criticised me. They al-
ways asked why I slept with men ata
young age. I felt hurt but Thad to bear
with the condition until I gave birth,”
Nanteza says.

The same doctors who reportedly
criticised her for getting pregnant
early were the same people who en-
sured she delivers successfully.

With the baby now about two years
old, Nanteza and her elder sister run
a stall where they sell tomatoes and
banana leaves by the roadside at Tri-
angle Zone in Mulago to make some
money to look after the baby. Though
there were no resources to see her
through school, Nanteza, with a tint of
sadness on her face says being pushed
into marriage was the worst thing her
grandmother would have done.

At 16 years, Nanteza’s hopes of con-
tinuing with school hang in balance
until, as she says, one day a miracle
happens and she gets a sponsor.

“T urge fellow girls to take school
seriously and avoid getting close to
men. From the kind of suffering Iwent
through, I have learnt alot. 1 am miss-
ing school and how my future will be is
now in God’s hands,” Nanteza notes.

Ms Namuleme, just like Nanteza
is responsible for taking care of her
ten month old baby, is as well respon-
sible for taking care of Nanteza and
her child simultaneously.

Unlike Ms Nanteza, Ms Jackline
Natumanya was 16 years when she
got pregnant in 2013. At that time,
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she was in senior two at one of the
top schools in Kampala.

“It was unintended bhecause I and
my hoyfriend never planned it. When
Ifound out that [ was pregnant, [ was
scared because I didn't like it. T still
wanted to go to school,” Natumanya
recalls.

From a family that was headed by
asingle mother who operated a small
shop from where Ms Natumanya’s
school fees came from, she didn’t
know what awaited her.

“When my mother got to know
that [ was pregnant, she advised me
to stop schooling. She started mis-
treating me. [ couldn’t 2o to my boy-
friend’s place because he had gone on
arun. His known phone number was
also off,” she says.

Annoyed and disappointed in her
daughter, Natumanya’s mum chased
her away from home. Although she
also struggled to live, she finally
gave birth successfully to her now
two-year-old baby. Ms Nanteza and
Ms Natumanya’s stories are just a few
of many girls who go through similar
situations across the country.

Nationally, Uganda Bureau of Sta-
tistics (Ubos) 2011 report puts the
East and Central regions at 30.6 per
cent. The Eastern region is at 30.3
per cent, North Eastern (Karamoja)
at 29.7 per cent, West Nile region at
26.4 per cent and the Northermregion
at 25.6 per cent. According to Ubos,
the percentages are higher among
the uneducated girls at 45 per cent
compared to 16 per cent among the
educated girls.

“If you are to assess why teenage
pregnancy and child marriages are
high, it is due tolack of knowledge on
sexual)reproductive health, limited
access to family planning methods,
extreme poverty and lack of basic
needs which leads girls into accept-
ing offers from men in exchange for
sex. There are also poor parenting
styles and the fact that these girls
are not empowered to say no to sex.
Even with these challenges, there is
still hope,” Ms Nankunda says.
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