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New M9 improved banana 
variety excites traders 
By Agnes Nantambi 

Resty Nakidde, a matooke trader, 
sells an improved green banana 
variety called M9 in Masuulita 
market in Wakiso district, but she 
says she had not sold any other 
banana like it. 
The businesswoman says for the 

year she has sold the commodity, 
demand has been rising rapidly as 
consumers learn about the varicty 
that has been named /rangaazi 
(durable) by the residents. 
At first, customers were hesitant 

to buy it mistaking it for a different 
one called fia, which was not tasty. 
However, when they tasted, it was 
far superior and saved them money 
because it had a longer shelf life. 
She says the demand could boost 

not only production for the local 
market, but for export as well. 
Several  other waders have 

echoed  Nakiddes  sentiment 
about kiwangaazi. The variety was 
introduced as a pilot in 2010, but 

the banana has met overwhelming 
demand. 
Dr Jorome Kubiriba, the head 

of the banana research team that 
developed the M9 variety, says 
it was introduced to address the 
low productivity which had been 
occasioned by pests and diseases. 
“Black sigatoka has been causing 

50% loss as it eats all the banana 
leaves which are the kitchen for 
the banana. But since 2010 when 
we relcased the new hybrid variety 
to farmers for demonstration, the 
results have been amazing” he 
said. 
In addition to being discasc- 

resistant, Kubiriba says M9 or 
kiwangaazi picks up faster and 
produces 10% more than the other 
varieties. 
As a result, currently 10% of 

farmers are  alrecady  growing 
Jeiwvangaaz and more are coming on 
board.  Traditionally, non-banana 
growing areas such as the northern 
Uganda have come on board. 

The variety, according to Kubiriba 
also produces much bigger bunches 
than the other varieties. A bunch 
weighs as heavy as 30k, while the 
majority of the varieties weigh about 
15 kilogrammes, he explained. 
Nakidde says she sells a bunch 

between sh30,000 and sh35.000. 
Fred Kamoga, an agricultural 

officer, who also grows frvangaaz, 
says the demand both for the suckers 
and the banana for consumption is 
currently overwhelming supply. 
He says: “At first. we used to have 

a problem in the marketing, but 
right now we sensitised our people 
and they have embraced it.” 
However, the three warn that 

unlike some of the varieties which 
farmers  harvest before maturity 
for the market, doing the same for 
kiwangaazi compromises it. 
“This new variety encounters 

problems in the market only whe: 
it is harvested prematurely becaus 
customers will complain of the 
hardness,” Nakidde says. 
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