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ABOUT COCOA

According to the
National Agricultural
Advisory Services,

| cocoa is Uganda's

. fourth-biggest

| commodity export after
coffee, tea and fish.

Uganda's cocoa export

* earnings hit a record

| $620.4m for the 12

| months ending June

| 2025, derived from

| 72,545 tonnes of beans.

have also been taken for
exposure visits to cocoa
farmers in Bundibugyo district
and to NaCORI in Kituza.”
Baba says cocoa farming is
currently a family affair on
communally-owned land
in the area and that the
youth and women are
thus involved in that

way.

“Currently, more
than a third of
600 registered
farmers _
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cres of bananas, which provide shade for the

involved in cocoa growing
are women and youths in
Koboko,” he notes.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Drawing more than
600 registered
cocoa farmers
10 start growing
the cash crop

from 2018,
who now

eam a decent

income,
is one of

Baba's greatest
achievements. He
says, on average,

a farmer
eamns sh2m
for every

W GOL

o e
cocoa plantation

100kg of dry cocoa beans
produced per season.
Baba is also proud that the
number of cocoa farmers
in West Nile keeps
increasing by the year.
gh cocoa
growing, he has
been exposed
* outside not only
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A but actoss the
% globe as they
¢ have started
* gening parmers
from other

5, CHALLENGES
Among the

748

challenges Baba faces is the
theft of premature cocoa,

as the juice from the cocoa
pod is very sweet. To stem
this, “Local councils are
being sensitised on security
concemns of thefts, especially
by young children who gzo 10
pluck ripening pods for them
to suck the sweet juice and
abandoning the pods wasted
on the ground and continuous
vigilance by all concerned
should be the answer,” Baba

says.

The second challenge is
the hindrances in accessing
ferment equipment, as they
need special boxes to ferment
before drying.

A third challenge is farmers
not following the right
procedures as they process
cocoa, for example, some of
them store the harvest on
moist grounds, affecting its
quality.

Baba also notes that the lack
of training is making some
farmers not ferment their

cocoa before drying.
'ganda PLANS
Baba says through the

support from Korea
International Co-operation
Agency (KOICA), a chocolate
factory is set to be constructed
within a year in Koboko and
the farmers have already been
trained about it

“This factory will process
cocoa beans into powder and

hocolate. We have
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eradicate poverty.
in line with the Governme
development agenda-
Baba says their P"m"‘?;_‘ A
jective was to spread th
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cocoa growers in West Nile
and KOICA has committed
10 building another
factory at the farmers’
one-stop centre in
Kobgko district,” Baba

\sax .

He asserts that the
upcoming factories
\ are a culmination

an acre of cocoa, it will be our

pride and there will be l:egs
i ing cen
capacity p1 ::4 oducts fi o

for making cocoa pre
international markets and ou;
dream is that internal deman
for the cocoa products rises.
Baba notes.
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