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BY JAMES OWICH

AMURU. The government will allo-

cate funds in the next financial year

to facilitate the work of the commis-
k= sion of inquiry established by President
e~ ‘Museveni to resolve the long-standing

- >

s ~ Apaa land conflict, State Minister for
et Northern Uganda Rehabilitation Ken-

- nethOmonahassaid. -

- Dr Omona said the lack of funding

had slowed the work of the commis-
sion,which was set up to investigate the
root causes of violence in the disputed
area and recommend a lasting solution.
Addressing residents of Andara Vil-
lage in Labala Parish, Pabbo Sub-coun-
ty, Amuru District, at the weekend, the
minister said government remained
committed to ending the conflict that
has claimed lives, displaced families,
and destroyed property over the years.
“The work of the commission of in-
quiry set up by President Museveni to
resolve the Apaaland question has:

beendelayedbylackoffunds.’lhem
ident believes the problem will be re-
solved through the work of the commis-
smn,whmhwﬂlmqmne deeper into the

issues and find a lasting solution,”Dr

Omona said.

He added that the funds would be
made available in the next financial
year to enable the commission to exe-
cute its mandate.

The five-member commission is
chaired by former Chief Justice Bart Ka-
tureebe.

Dr Omona said government’s imme-
diate priority was to restore peace and
security in the disputed area so that res-
idents can resume normal life and en-
gage in productive activities. - Fro-D

“The government has the responsibil-
ity to protect its citizens and their prop-
erty. We want peace in Apaa so that

communities:.can engagein develop-
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ment activities and improve their living -

conditions,”he said.

He urged residents to shun violence
and focus on agriculture to improve
food security and household incomes.

_“People in Apaa should live in harmo-
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measuring about 42 square kilometres
for years been a flashpoint of violence

nities.

The area lies between Amuru District
in Acholi Sub-region and Adjumani Dis-
trict in West Nile Sub-region, with both
ethnic groups claiming ancestral own-

ership.

The conflict has resulted in the deaths
of at least 40 people, destruction of
property, and closure of schools and
health facilities.

The latest attack occurred late last
month when armed assailants wield-
ing machetes, bows and arrows report-
edly attacked the area and killed three
people.

: The dispute dates back to 2011 follow=:
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Apaaland row

ny. Stop these killings and violence”he
added. Apaa, a disputed strip of land
. elderly women staged a nude protest
along the eastern bank of River Nile, has
- tested land.
between the Acholi and Madi commu-

ing the eviction of thousands of house-
holds by security agencies.In April 2015,

against planned evictions from the con. ]

The land is also claimed by the Nation-
al Forestry Authority as a gazetted forest
reserve, while the Uganda Wildlife Au-
thority says it forms part of East Mad1
Game Reserve.

Mr David Onek Atunya, an 85-year-old
resident of Apaa, suggested that grant-
ing the area district status could help
end the conflict. E

“The only way to resolve the current
problem is to give Apaa district status
so that it becomes independent of both
Amuru and Adjumani,;’he said.

Two weeks ago, religious leaders from
Acholi Sub-region issued a joint state- .
ment urging communities in the area to . e
embrace peace and coexistence. @ tlﬁ
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