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Cash handouts: Good for politics
but not vouth unemployment

In the recent past, President
Museveni has more than ever
stepped up tothe plight of the
youth.He has somewhat been
intentional in bridging the
gap between his government
and the youth. Time will tell
whetherit’s duty of care or not
that has pushed him to tackle
youthissues head-on.He's used,

. among others,“cash handouts”
tolift the youth wallowingin

poverty. :
Truthfully life is very chal-

lenging for the youth.Thisisnot |

Jjust a proclamation but a com-
plete anecdote, simply incon-

testable. Textbook justifications |

claiming youths arenot doing
enough to change their situa-

tion are purely flimsy Thisisbe- |

cause most of the youth have at
least done their best to afford a
decent life; however,the odds
arejust not addingup.

Robert Kabushenga once
said,“Ugandans are simply

' poor,therest aresemantics”
Iwish to carefully borrow his
words and remind the Presi-
dent that indeed the youth are
poor.In simpler terms - if for
once we can fore go the wont-
ed statistics and be blatant- the
youth can barely do life. They
remain (un) comfortably at the
brim of the poverty curve with
limited survival options,

That’s why in a bid to over-
come poverty,most of the
youth have sold their ancestral
grounds tofly out of the coun-
tryinsearch of greener pas-
tures - only to be subjected to
undignified working condi-
tions. While others who have
completed university or ter-
tiary education with promis-
es of finding and starting jobs,
the streets haven't been benign
tothem.

Yet sustainable approaches to
address youth unemployment
are needed. This includes sup-

portingyouths to recalibrate

their purpose and become cata-

| lysts of the country’s socio-eco-

nomic and political transfor-
mation. However, this oppor-
tunity faces a huge risk ifnot

| well-cultivated.

Government efforts like the
Youth Livelihood Programme

| (YLP) and Youth Venture Capi-

tal Fund (YVCF), have, unfortu-

| natelynot yielded much.

TheNational Development
Plan IV reveals that implemen-
tation of such programmes in-
excusably faces hurdles,includ-
ing illiteracy cycles, poor coor-
dination, financing issnes, polit-
ical patronage, and corruption,
which complicate the overall
development efforts.

Maybe out of frustration, the

President might have switched

gears and resorted to cash
handouts as the panaceato
youth unemployment. Howev-

| er,through optics,should one

say these cash handouts by the
President are ano-confidence
vote in the government youth

| structures,or they are basically

pohtlca.l gnnnncks’ Whmhever

| wray,cash handouts arenot sus-

tainable - something the Presi-

' dentneeds to boldly be told.

Cash handouts are not the

| magicbullet to youthunem-

ployment,but strul:tmedjob
creationis.
The existing nuances be-

| tween the two dictates that -
| handouts breed dependency
whilst job creation promotes

| self-sustenance.We have occa-

sionally seen cash handouts to
the youths sanctified as SAC-
CO funds,

No rocket science, form a Sac-
co,access cash handouts from
the President. From election
campaigns to post election, cash

- handouts continue to find their
way into the pockets of youths,

But of concern, the Presi-
dent still receives complaints
that these cash handouts never
trickle down to the actual ben-
eficiaries. They are subject to

abuse through personal aggran-

dizement.
lamyet to establish any em-
pirical evidence showing how

these cash handouts have sus- s'))
tainably impacted the youth.
Perhaps an investigation would
help to satisfy all the doubting

. Thomases.

Albeit not asingle approach
can address youth unemploy-
ment,at least cash handouts
isnot one of them. We would
rather maximise the basics, in-
cluding ensuring access to af-
fordable and inclusive credit for
youth startups, promotion of
digital infrastructure, prioritiza-
tion of technical vocational ed-
ucation and training, empower-

mentof youth innovation hubs,
moreinvestment in agricultur-
al,tourism,and industrial sec-
tors,among others.

Asthe youth bear the brunt
of unemployment, several ap-
proaches can miraculously
overcome the situation,except
cash handouts.1 fear for the mo*
mentwhen these cash hand-
outs arenomore, how shall we

face the chronic beneficiaries?
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