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Mwandha: 30 years protecting wildlife:

For‘ over threo decades, Sam | :-:.:::n
n ent has Sam
Mwandha has safeguarded Muwancha tms b reflectofl

alifa protecting naturs, Ha
romains actiun in conservation

consultancy, while also {
prioritising family, chureh,

Uganda's forests, wildlife, and
communities, leaving a legacy

of integrity, dedication, and
conservation leadership.

BY EDGAR R BATTE

n Uganda's conservation story, some
individuals shape the landscape qui-

and lifalong friandships. Every
mvening at 7:30pm, ha gathers

with hia family for prayer, a

tradition reflacting the falth that

has anchored his life. Through
restoredforests, protected

[ -wﬂdﬂfs.mdq{mmrumd -

| |etly, steadily, and with purpose. Sam institutions, Mwandha leaves
Mwandha is one such figure. For over mora than a profassional
30 years, his life has been intertwined Ha lmavas an axample, a reminder
with the country’s forests, wildlife re- that leadership and conservation
cerves,and national parks. ikanlf is built pnhmﬂy,mﬁow
From planting trees on the slopes of decisionatatime. .0 .
Mount Elgon to steering the Uganda Sl 7
wildlife Authority (UWA) through tur-
bulent timesfor global tourism,Mwand- | itation. Earty struggles led to a simple
hak mmhmhemmﬂdtjdl:ytwo en- solution: planting seedlings on church
during principles: integrity and hard land. Mamy of these wiadlots still thrive
work. Those who know him describe | today, providing income for churches
him as measured, reflective, and deep- and communities, v
ly grounded in faith,a calm presence be- | In1994,hejoined Uganda National Parks =%
hind which lies a conservationist whose | torehahilitate Mount Elgon National Park
efforts helped shape Uganda's modern | afer gazetternent, Large sections of for-
wildlife management. 1 | est had been cleareel or degraded, Togeth
Today, after seven years as exccutive | erwith colleagues, he planted trees across
director of UWA, Mwandha reflects on more than 6,000 hectares, much of which
| acareer of stewardship with humility. | has regenerated into thriving forest. e
Retirement, he says, has brought unex- His work later extended to Kibale Nation-
pected peace. Deadlines still exist, but | al Park and other protected areas. When
they are now his own,nolonger dictated Uganda National Parks merged with the
by the relentless demands of public of- Game Department in 1996 to form UWA,
| fice.For a man whospent decades safe- Muwandha's responsibilities grew, includ-
[ guarding the country’s natural heritage, ing roles in planning, environmental as-
thatcalmiswell earned. ﬁment, and managme;;li:;kd:;
across neardy every nati
Mwandha's story begins in Mayuge -
District,eastern Uganda, where life was Aregionalperspective :
modest but his household rich in disci- Muvandha's expertise eventually led him
pline and integrity traits that would lat- to regional eonservation work. He served
er define his career His father, a prima- as executive secretary of the Greater
ry school head teacher, impressed on Collaberation in
his children the value of diligence, work coordinating efforts between Ugan-
ing in the fields before and after teach- da, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic
ing-For Mwandha, that routine became of Congo (DRC).
alifelong compass. | Later, he joined the African Wildlife
“Being able to manage resources with | Foundation (AWF)as senior conservation
integrity is the biggest problem we have planner and eventually country director
in this country”he says.“If you are given for Uganda.
responsibility and misuse the resources By the time he returned to UWA in 2018
entrusted toyou,that s where our prob- as executive director, he brought a rare
lems begin."These words would guide cumhmatlmoftedi:ma]bmledge,n
his decades in publicservice. ternational perspective, and institutional
An unexpected startin the class Steering UWA throughcrisis .
| After earning a degree in Forestry in Mwandha's coincided witha
the late 1980s, Mwandha's frst job was period of profound change. When he took
teaching at Nkuutu Memorial Second- UWAS budget stood at about Shs67
ary Schoolin Busoga. Assigned to teach illion; by retirement, it had grown signifi
mathematics and physics despite spe- improved reverme collec-
cialising in biology, he spent nights re- tionand greater trust in the institution.
visiting textbooks and preparing les- ‘Then came the global shock of Covid-19.
sons long after midnight. His diligence Tourism collapsed almost overnight, yet
.‘ paid ot tecls e aught becam he UWA endured Rangers remained in the
| schools bestperforming cohort. These field,salaries were paid,and wildlife popu-
inforced a lesson that would shape anoe,lﬂ?:\akoexpandedrwmm& shar-
his leadership: excellence begins with ing initiatives, directing more than Shs30
| preparation. billion to commumities around protected
| areas.
| Plantingthefirstseeds For Mwandha, conservation and com:
Three years later, Mwandha moved munity welfare are inseparable. Tourism,
from the classroom into communi- hgnmﬁpg;m 2 ‘“d:n‘gmfwh‘ﬁ”
ty forestry,joining the Busoga Diocese - hoods, drivers
|;— as an extension worker. He travelled ] A | ers to farmers and artisans. Uganda's nat-
s across villages, encouraging tree plant- Samuwmdhgummwndmmmmmmaowmuﬁmmamnmmm | mlmltb.hebebem,mmmofm :
s oving, ing community hes: #iforests; wildlife,and communities. PHOTO/EDGARRBATTE. o 51 -z 2 cow o e | grestestuntappedasets. | e Vipdanh
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