The new Makerere College School (MACOS)

campus is constructing buildings using
sh1.2b generated internally. Conan
Businge spoke to the management on
how they have achieved this feat

On the outskirts of Kampala in
Mulawa village, by the new Makerere
College School (MACOS) campus
stands a block of flats, outside the
school’s perimeter fence. There is also
a massive building within the school
premises. The flats are the MACOS
teachers’ quarters and the massive
building is a multi-purpose hall. These
two buildings are being constructed

with funds generated by the school.
The teachers’ quarters will house
eight teachers and the multipurpose
hall is expected to accommodate about
600 students at a go; according to the
school’s headteacher Martin Muyingo.
Unlike so many public secondary
schools which do not have long-term
projects from internally-generated
funds, Makerere College has been
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HEADTEACHER SPEAKS

Martin Muyingo, the headteacher

of MACOS says the school started
saving for this project in 2014 before
he joined. "I resolved to work with the
management to ensure that these
projects are established right away.

instrumental in saving and investing the
tuition fees from its students in infrastructural
development.

As schools prepare for the start of the
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term and year, the question is how frugal
they can be with their expenditures. The
other concern is whether they can use their
internally-generated funds well and stop
depending entirely on the Government.

This campus is part of Makerere College.
The main campus stands on Makerere hill,
in Kampala. The new campus houses A’ level
students; leaving the old campus for only
O’level students.

The Mulawa campus was opened in 2015.
Its construction started in 2013. Makerere
College was, however, established in 1945
by Makerere University as a demonstration
school, for education students to practise
supervised teaching.

Makerere College School was one of the
42 schools which were selected in 2011 as
centres of excellence to be rehabilitated and
expanded under the Government’s Post
Primary Education and Training Expansion
and Improvement Project - IV. j

Continued on Page 20
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The  school charges  about
Sh650,000 for day scholars and
about sh1,035000 for those
i the boarding section per
term. Part of the titon fees,
amounting to sh69,000 of cach
student’s termly payments, is
saved for this project, according
Muyingo

There are other
onstrua another
block in 2020.

“lwelve  more  dassrooms
will be constructed,” Muyingo
explains. At the time of the visit
10 the school, tents had been
erected 10 accommodate the
swelling number of students.
The tents are used as dassrooms
and as a dining area.
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Muyingo says the school started
saving for this project in 2014, a
year before he took over,

“When 1 joined the school,
I oresohved 10 work  with
management to ensure that
these projects are established
right away,” he explains.

“This was the idea of the
new boand members of the
school,” he says, adding that
the project has been supported
massively by the Parent, Teacher
Assodiation.

The new board for the school

One f the brbjects at the camp
grading of a football pitch
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sh1.47b

The education
ministry, with the
support of ADB,
covered the initial
construction cost of
sh1.47b to revamp
the school.

sh69,000

Part of the tuition

‘fees, amounting to
sh69,000 of each .
student's termly
payments, Is saved

for the development
project,

Muyingo says 12 more
classrooms wlll be
constructed in 2020.

took office in 2015. It is chaired
by Betty Ezati Akullo, who is the
dean of the school of education
at Makerere Universiiy.

Other members of the board
include Prof. Godfrey Kirumira,
the principal of the college of
humanities and social sciences
at Makerere  University, Dr
Josephine Nabukenya, a senior
lecturer and  researcher of
information systems and dean
of the school of computing and
informatics technology and.Dr
Lovincer Ajuna.

Muyingo hopes that after the
second phase, at least most of
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Muyingo says the school parents at MACOS are
supportive when it comes to development projects

the teachers who are renting
in the trading centre will now
be housed by the school. The
school has 15 teachers; who
pay about sh650,000 per month

for decent accommodation in
Kiira town or far away from the
school, towards the city centre.
The board members say this

move was meant to step up the
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