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Mobile learning is Africa's hope for the future 
" W show a disregard for the purpose of 

educational attainment - literacy, 
numeracy, memory, recall and  critical 
thinking. 
Our school system is fixed onto 

a dated framework going back 
hundreds of years. In this system. 
young people are recruited and 
classed into batches of a particular 
age. Throughout their educational 
carcer, they arc promoted through a 
system of class marks, to come out 
at the other end with a certificate. 
For the rest of their lives, they are 
expected to hawk their old knowledge 
1o prospecting employers and once 

\ settled they learn that there islitle 
Mobile learning is not electronic \ relationship between what is taught 
learning. Mobile learning is leaning at school and work. 
that takes place anywhere, any time, » Education is an everlasting human 
over a wireless device, usually a activity made possible by life-long 
mobile phone. leaming. Systems that allow for 
Electronic leaming on the other - continuous leamning represent higher 

hand is learning that takes place order education. There is no better 
on tethered communication devices . way of doing this than providing 
usually called deskiop computers. people with access to leamning 
The cost of using computers and opportunities any time, anywhere. 
their bulkiness led to the evolution When a new technology 
of mobile leaming as mobile phones that transforms people’s lives 
achieved ubiquit . emerges, no amount of push back 
Ink and paper are being replaced can blockits path. Once people feel 

with screen time, several of the | 3 the benefits of a new technology, 
tasks we used to complete with the its acceptance and usage will spread 
physical medium are now being , , exponentially. Any government or 
completed online. One cannot deny  The cost of delivering learning through mobile is far lower than { investor looking on and observing 
the transformative and disruptive conventional educational methods. This makes the medium suitable such happenings would be ill advised 
influence of mobile communication for African communities 10 fold their arms. 

devices on societies, especially in | - But, through mobile leaming, 
Africa. anomaly a frame work for the economic construcis whose people can constantly reskill 

Ttis being reported that our implementation of mobile learning ~ consequences can be obviated with themselves and adjust their 
continent has some 700 million systems for educational institutons in  mobile leaming s a viable ahemative ) knowledge to the changing 
mobile phone connections at last half  Afrca has been developed. 10 conventional leaming methods. circumstances within their 
of which have access o the Intermet. ~ While the framerwork rectfis the  Firstly, a mobile cevice uses less : communides. 
We have seen ths impact avariety  design flaws currently exising inthe pover and can be charged with the t 1 We have observed in our 
of sctors, such as financia services,  curtent online leaming initatves, ts  smalest of solar panels. Secondly, the | communities where, through 
health, transport services, media etc.  main purpose, though, is to establish cost of ownership is also lower as one | individualised learning experiences, 
However, a similar intensity has not ‘mobile learning as an alternative ‘might not need a building or a piece hunters have become plumbers. 
occurred in the area of education. system of education. of furniture to utilise it. This happens in informal settings, 
‘While many educational institutions ‘The constraints due to inadequate One cannot compare the potential 1 but picture what it would be, if more 

have introduced online learning electricitiy and affordability are of this with the cost of building I carpenters could be trained through a projects (0 support, complement or and operating a school. The cost of \) ‘mobile system. 
spread their activities, the expected delivering leaming through a mobile £ 
gains are still cluding practitoners, as TO P device is far lower than conventional The writer Is the chief 
well as the intended beneficiaries. educational methods. This makes experience officer at the 
For a continent that still experiences  The cost of owning a mobile the medium suitable for African Definitely, there exists fundamental Institute for Advanced the highest levels of illteracy and the  device is lower as one might communities. flaws with the quality of our Learning and Education, an Towest skillratios in the world, not need a building or a piece of  Mobile leaming s the best possible educational instiutions. This can be ICT skills and enterprise 

L furniture to utilise'it. +7- opion ve have ¢ mpeeiec< aged 04eerl sues b heonc . development company based in miture) op e o 
tial outcomes. g e have done s 10 consist /ohannesburg, South Africa 
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