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The Government has
carmarked sh1.5 trillion for
the construction of houses for
teachers in various primary
and sccondary schools and
revamping of infrastructure in
universities,

According 1o the 2018/2010
budget framework paper, in
the primary education sector,
sh2.6b  will be  eanmarked
from the Kampala Capital City
Authority (KCCA) and sh32h
from the local Lovernment
budget for the construction of
classrooms, teachers' quarters
and  supply of desks for
government-aided — primary
schools in Kampala, ’

A ol of shi3h has been
carmarked for the purchase
of land 10 build Kalinabiri
Primary School, while sh80m
has been proposed for gl
purchase of lightning arrestorg
that will be installed in 1)
primary schools in the districts
of Tganga, Kibale, Kasese
Luuka, Busia, Pallisa, Hojmq'
Kole, Mubende and 15 primary
schools in Butambala districy,”

Toimplement the governmeny
policy  of Constructing 5
primary school per parish, 3
government secondary school
I every sub-county

) and a
lcchn_xcal school  ip every
constituency and district, {he
Government  has

Ve Proposed
sh8.8b for the mnslrucu'r:)n of

12 secondary schools in gyp-
counties without any,

The Government states in
lhc»budgct framework that the
main reason they are proposing
1o construct teachers’ houses is
10 improve staff welfare,

chlons. including the Worlg

evelopment Report 201
(WDR ' 2018), aming fi
Realize Education’s Promise,
has attributed the high level of
teacher absentecism in Uganda
to the lack of accommodation
for teachers, especially in up
country  government primary
and secondary schools,

Haji  Swaiby Kawooya,
the headteacher of Police
Children's  School, said the
construction  of  teachers'
houses should be a priority if
the Government is 10 deal with
absentecism rates,

“The rate of absentecism
is affecting the quality of
education.  Teachers dodge
classes and when you asked
why, they say: I did not
have  wansport’ Therefore,
construction  of  teachers'
houses as proposed in the
budger framework paper is a
good idea because everyone
wants 1o see 2 happy teacher,”
he said.

Kawoya added:  “The
problem, however, is tha
after proposing such good
ideas, the Government caps
the resource envelope, citing
other priorities. Our prayer as
teachers is that this time round,
the Government gives priority
1o teachers’ houses the way
they have been giving priority
to infrastructure in previous
budgers.”

According 1o Rebecca Bisaaso,

dhe headteacher of Namasale,

Seed SS in Amolator district,
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the construction of teachers’
houses should be crafted in the
wider need of building a fully-‘
fledged school with lea_chers
quarlers, laboratories, library
and classrooms. ;
“The houses must be big
enough to accommodate the
families of the teachers. 'In
some cases, they are bui!dm_g
single rooms or two rooms. This
leaves out family members of
teachers out of the picture. 'ﬂ]e
other thing is the fact lhgt in
most seed schools, there is no
infrastructure on the ground,

bt

priority thatthe
Government
has set

proposals, the Government
plans to construct ventilated
improved pit latrines for
teachers, build administration
blocks, ' furnish classrooms
and erect a 5,000 litre
water tank in 83 primary
schools.

Recruitment of primary and
secondary  school teachers
is the other priority that the
Government has set within the
education sector framework
for the sh2.7 trillion proposed
2018/2019  education  sector
budget.

Of the sh2.7 trillion proposed
budget, the wage bill, including
salaries for teachers, is shl.4
trillion, similar to the wage
bill for the last financial, year,
2017/2018.
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