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Are old vehicles really the problem? 
Removing a 
working solu- 
tion without 
providing an al- 
ternative is un- 
fair and disre- 
gards the needs 
of those who 
rely on it 

youneed them. 
Think about this. You cannot 

find an Uber or boda boda that 
will take you from Kabalagala 
to the city centre for Shs1,000. 
But these old taxis will, espe- 
cially during off-peak hours. For 
‘many people, they are the only 
affordable option. 
‘The minister believes old ve- 

hicles are dangerous. But let us 
look at the facts. Most of these 
cars cannot go faster than 50 
kilometres per hour. They are 
notlikely to cause serious crash- 
es. Their biggest problems are 
breaking down or leaking when 
itrains heavily. 
‘The real causes of accidents 

in Uganda are reckless driv- 
ing, overloading, bad roads, 
and poor enforcement of traf- 

go-Lubaga, where people go to 
hospital. Nsambya-Kabalagala. 
Makerere-Wandegeya, where 
students travel. On these routes, 
old taxis charge low fares, al- 
most all under Shs2,000. For 
thousands of people, they are 
the onlyway to get around. 
If these vehicles are removed 
without providing an alterna- 
tive, the damage will be severe. 
Low-income passengers will 
struggle to find transport. Driv- 
ers and conductors will lose 
their jobs.A policy meant toim- 
prove safety could end up push- 
ing many people into deeper 
poverty. 
Removing something that 

works, even imperfectly, with- 
out offering something in its 
place isnot fair It treats the peo-.. 
ple who depend on that service 
as if their needs do not matter. 
When leaders do not under- 
stand the lives of ordinary peo- 
ple, they make decisions that 
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