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him
“died off” 3 few yeurs 2fter the min
AL DR cepaed e thy 10T
“This was 3 rebirth of the gonod old
days of our fathers becanse most of
the rich men in Kasesr ateribute ther
wealth to the:r worieng deyve in the
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00 war gomg to be
our opportanity, but things have not
pgone ar well 20 we expected * Kam
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The fast growing Kasese metropo-
15, its primary schools including Ne

ne. piped
and the
und are some of
evoke memarie of thy
mine's gionous past
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The fan

us Kilembe market was
bumt down by the Allied Democratic
Forces rebels in 1998 anc one of it
me houses were
washed away by floods in May 2013

The Kamy > rallway line
hat once t i copper ore
from Kasese to the smelting plant in
Jinja in eastern Uganda. died off in
mid 1990s.

The smelter itselt has since been
shut gown.

K€V roads and

Chinese takeover

Outcompeting four other bidaers,
the government in October 2013
announced THICOL as the inves-
tor trusted with revamping of the
mines.

The 25-year concession worth
Shs620b investment was to run from
2013 to 2038 and cover the rehzbili-
tation of the facility that closed in
mid 1970s due to fall in global copper
prices.

Mr Ki Qizngno, the THICOL generzl
manager, said in July 2014 while re-
ceiving the facility from the govern-
ment, that THICOL had the capac-
ity 1o mine zn estimatad 4,000,000
copper ore deposits in Kilembe and
also contribute to development of the
COMmMURITy.

“Tibet Hima is going to work with
the government of Uganda and all
stzkeholders to ensure we change
lives of the pzople of Kilembe by cre-
ating employment and 2lso undertzk-
ing corporate socizl responsibility
initiatives,” Mr Qianguo said then.

THICOL troubles

With progress of the rehabilitation,
more than 500 people were employed
hv the company and within three
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Kilembe mines struggle
torise fromthe ashes

ing of the mmneral soon

copper started nearly
into the rehabilitation works.

“After three months of mainte-
nance. we started going underground
to drill the copper ore,” he said.

“This was a risky working condi-
non since the stair on which we land
were rotten. The tunnels were also
old. We had no option but to continue
with the work," the source said.

In November 2015, THICOL project
manager, Mr Alex Kwatamporz, told
journzlists duning a study tour that
test mining was already taking place
with the company expecting to go full
blast into production in 2016.

Clesure

When President Museveni can-
celled the THICOL contract in June
this year, the mining activities had
stzlled for more than z yezr follow-
ing orders from the National Envi-
ronmentzl Mznagement Authority
(Nemz).

Nemsz had swung into action after
the mining compzny fziled to pro-
duce an Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) regarding the man-
agement of waste within the facility
and also at 2 waste deposit site.

Mr Alex Kwarampora the THICOL
project manager, told Sunday Moni-
tor that the company had complied
with the Nema demands and submit-
ted the EIA by April 2016, and by the

time President Museveni cancelled
the contract mid this year, it had not
been approved.

He said 1,600 tonnes of copper con-
centrates that had <o far been crashed
by the time of the dlosure are being
stored, with no one sure of its fate.

“These concentratesare likely to be
affected by moisture and lose value
Like those that have been piled from
the 1970s,” Mr Kwatampora said.

President Museveni cancelled the
muning contract in June over an the
allgged Shsl billion bribe to a former
minister at the time of awarding the
contract on grounds that THICOL had
failed to invest the contractual §175
million (about Shs620 million) mini-
mum capital expenditure.

Current status

Members of Parliament from Kas-
ese District have alleged that despite
g.he contract termination notice giv-
ing September 5 for the company to
have vacated the mines, THICOL still
occupies it with extraction of other
minerals, including gold and zinc go-
ing on.

Kasese District Woman MP Win-
fred Kiiza and Kasese Municipality
MP Robert Centenary also allege that
the current deployment by the army
to the mines is intended to cover up
dubious activities that may result in
an illegal takeover by another group
linked to Gen Salim Saleh, the brother
of President Museveni.

The MPs alleged that the takeover
by the army was intended to prevent
residents of Kasese from accessing
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the mines so as to give way for illegal
mining.

“The government has continued to
allow the Chinese to operate on.the
mines even when their time expired
on September 5. Instead the army
has taken over the mines to protect
illegal mining. If there is any investor
taking over, the people of Kasese will
not accept because they have a_st_ake
in the mines,” Mr Centenary saidina
statement. )

But the UPDF spokesperson, Brig
Richard Kalemire, has since described
the allegations by the politicians as
unfounded because the ongoing de-
ployment is not restricted to Kilembe
but extends across the across the
Rwenzori sub-region.

“Kilembe Mines borders an area
that is infested with ADF terrorists
and it is a strategic area to us be-
cause of the national wealth there,”
he said.

“Itis in our strategic interest to en-
sure that such wealth of the country
and all the facilities that are there are
protected,” Brig Karemire said.

Contract cancelled

resident Museveni cancelled the
mining contract in June over
an the alleged Shs] billion bribe
to & former minister at the time of
awarding the contract on grounds
that THICOL had failed to invest
the contractual $175 million (about
Shs620 million) minimum capital
expenditure.

But Mr Kwatampors
Monitor that much as t).
tion notice had set Sepray,

told

the last day for the compa.
occupying the facility, the po ” ™
actions liein the hands of s . *f .
ment. <20y,
“The company cannot j,..
[quit] before official handoya, . 237
government. It isalluptothe . the

ment to act then we shaj] Moye T

chines and everything away oo M.
facility.” Mr Kwatampora S-a.idf'" the
He also said 200 workers e
stuck without any informatigp
the company directors Ct‘nc;-;’ i~
their future after the date of ... %
tion. Vagy,
Ms Evelyn Anite, the Staze i,
of Finance in charge of L'“’St;,,;‘”
said the Kilembe Mines Wingin,. >
Commission s yet to submit 3 2-Up

on the performance of the investq, |

Why the debate now?

The frantic activities aroung
copper mines even when the coxm;rf
has been cancelled can be linkeq .
the rush for copper products, ind»ff
ing wires and cables, among other,

Across Africa and Uganda ing,,
sive, there are several elecmcib
projects that will need such Supplie
to thrive. =

Also, the global copper prices haye
been increasing over the past thy-.
years with a tonne of copper fetch-
ing $7007 (about Shs25.18 million)
the world market as of last ’mesd_;:»l
according to Mining.com, a websire
monitoring mineral markets.

) 'mshasseenaSOperceminmasé
m'the prices of copper in September
gls vear from what it was a year

0.

With no exports from Kilembe S0
far, _world copper dealers may be
wﬂ.lm_g, to pour here millions of dol-
lar§ since world’s leading producer
Chile’s Codelco, has posted a 5.3 per

cent fall in production at its ei
sites. b
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