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Farmers in Rukungiri 
urge Naro and other 
authorities to quickly 
come to their aid. 

BYRONALD KABANZA 

strange banana disease has rav- 
aged plantations in Rukungiri 

S_f[—"ange disease attacks 
banana plantations 

EXPLANATION 

Ms Mbabazi added:“The farmers have 
increased prices and there are no ha- 
nanas in their plantations. So, the gov- ~ 
ernment should intervene and save us 
because we are going into a time that 
may affect us both financially and in 
terms of food security” 
‘The Buyanja Sub-county chairper- 

son, Mr Emmy Rubondo, and also an 
affected farmer, said he started receiv- 
ing complaints about the same dis- 
ease two months ago. Since then, he has 

District, causing panic and dis- been engaging extension workers at the 
tressamong farmers. “This disease is like banana wilt sub-county, but they have failed to con- 

The disease attacks banana fingers but this one attacks banana fin- trol the spread of the disease. 
and bunches, causing premature ripen- gersand bunches and it even- “As a sub-county, we have already 
ing of the bunch,and when cooked, the tually results into premature made areport to the concerned district 
affected bananas are tasteless. ripening of the bunch and makes office,and I think very soon the district 
‘This disease comes at a time when the banana tasteless when coo- agricultural department will come out 

farmers in the district are recovering ked,” said Mr Onek Pius, the Ru- because they are aware of the disease 
from the effects of the banana bacteri- kungiri District production offi- outbreak,"he said. 
al wilt that destroyed their plantations ' cer, last Wednesday. Mr Rubondo said before the outbreak, 
andleft themwithlosses. - he was selling more than 70 bunches of # - 
MrBenson Tayebwa,a resident of Bu- ‘bananas per week, but currently he col- 
gangari and a farmer; said the signs of the office but come down and sit with  lects between 20 and 30 bunches week- 
the disease are different from banana us if we are to fight this disease com- Iy which hasaffected hisincome. 
bacterial wilt, which has challenged pletely”hesaid last Wednesday. The Rukungiri District Production 
them for years. Ms Mary Mbabazi, a banana vendor ~ Officer, Mr Pius Onek, said the disease 
“The disease affects banana fingers in Rukungiri Central Market, told Dai-  spreads quickly. 

Gayd bunches, leading to the premature IyMonitorthat farmerssold bunchesat .~ “We are lucky that the National Ag- 
- ofthebanana’hesaid. amuch lower price before the disease ~ ricultural Research Organisation (Na- 
Mr Tayebwa added:“We are counting brokeout. To) has already taken samples of crops 

losses because we used to collect a lot Nowadays, farmers sell them expen- = from the affected gardens,and we hope 
of money from selling bananas. Thereis sively. for a solution from the samples taken,” 
aready market, We don't know what to “Previously, we could make some  hesaid last Wednesday. 
do, we are only asking the government money. When buying from a farm- - MrOnek added that cutting down the 
to come to our rescue before the situa- er,asmall banana could cost $hs8,000, = affected trees and plantingnew ones at ¢, 
tion gets out ofhand.” and we sell it between Shs10,000 and = the moment is the most realistic solu- 
Mr Johnson Mwesigwa, another af- Shs12,000 or sometimes above. Amedi- - tion.“The disease is not only in Rukun- 

fected farmer, said the government um bunch bought at Shs15,000 would  giri but countrywide,so farmers are ad- 
‘needs to act faster before the disease af- be sold at Shs20,000, and a large one  vised to cut down all the affected trees 
fects the whole district. bought at Shs20,000 would be sold at = and plant new ones as the government 
“Samples from the affected gardens Shs25,000.But now, small bunches cost - looks for an immediate sohution to the 

should be taken for testing,and the ex- ~ An affected banana bunch in farmer Emmy Rubondo’s garden in Buyanja Sub-  between Shs10,000 and Shs15,000she = problem,”he said. . 
tension workers should stop sittingin | county, Rukungiri District. PHOTO/RONALD RUBANZA said last Wednesday. 
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