ICT & Innovatsion

Software developers and innovatorg
hrave accused government ministries
departments and agencies  (MPAy)
of refusing 10 use software and oph
rechnologies that have been develg cdr
in Upanda. £
The developers  now
National  Information

Authority Uganda (NITA-
and assure users that they
products. ’
The appeal was made by ITinnovator
and software developers in a n;ccnsl
meeling organised by NITA- ;
Restaurant. v NITA at Patio

want  the
Technology
U) 1o engage
 have quality

Susplclons
Collin  Asiimwe, a communicat
strategist at l\"lclmpolilan Uganr(]ll:aggg
MDAs fear innovators claiming they
are disruptive due to thejr advance?i
technology backgrounds. He added
that they' fear young innovators could
land on information they want hidd
fmgl the public. e

“Once in the ministry, an innov
may come across afile g;'ya mathsmt]:;:g}:g
part-time in school A and full-time in
school B, but is failing to balance, As
a result, there is poor perfonnancé in
thq_school where he spends less time.”
Asiimwe said. He added thar MDAs
worry about the effect such information
?vould have on the public, so they deny
innovators access to their systems.

He was backed by Michael Nyitegeka
from the academia, who said
a few agencies that have
attempted to accept local
innovators’ software, instead
want to own and control it
leaving out the innovator,

S60m

The amount
of money the
Government will
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Govt agencies rejecting

of 5 locally manufactured products
which have matured to international

standards.
He cited the example
of Kyambogo University,

where students developed a
solution for the management
of university business, such

which he said is not fair, !;e saving if the a5 students’ records and
ought software graduation certificates, which
NITA-U response developed ge educ:tio; mc;iw hgs
The_ director e-government by Ugandan agreed to roll out. i
services at NITA-U, Peter Innovators He added that four others

Kahiigi, explained that
the meeting was aimed at
finding ways young software
developers can take part in
the systems integration to help the
Government deliver services.

“We have many government systems,
but are not talking to each other so
we are asking the young people to
help us integrate the solutions that
aredmeaningﬁﬂ 1o the citizens,” Kahiigi
said.

Embracing Ugandan software?

Kahiigi said through governments’
Buy Uganda Build Uganda policy, the
authority is encouraging consumption

are almost ready to be used
in different government
agencies including health,
water, and agriculture and
this will bring down costs incurred by
the Government on imported software.

Cost saving?

Using software made in Uganda, the
Government will save between $50m
and $60m over the next 10 years.
Currently, the Government spends
about $2m annually for maintenance of
some of the imported software. But if
the same amount of money was saved
and given to a young innovator, they
could come up with the same software

Ugandan-made software

in two years. B
“In the next 10 years we shall

have made a saving of between
$50m and S60m because we buy a
lot of software to keep the systems
running from nvcrsecs.and these
regular  maintenance.

',t' Aslimwe,
Y/ Kahiigl and
the sales and

% marketing ;(cnc}‘uire e
r iigi added.
Lr;asca;%e He,grlxowcver. warned that not all

Uganda Diana kinds of software wdl be taken on

ukama by government agencies.

::;re':'actlnq Zl-goryour software to be accep(gg;
during the it should be at the same level with __
meeting imported ones, he said. o

i at Plato The authority IS already training

1! Restaurant some of developers t0 meet the

{ in Kampala standards in qddlpon to business
recently. skills, communication, management
Photo by and governance with the help of
Shamim Saad ~ mentors from key government

agencies.
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RE-ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANCY

Are you a committed professional who wants to contribute to global development? If yes, then

UNDP is the organisation for you.

untries and termitories, helping to achieve the eradication of
ties and exclusion. We help countries develop policies,
institutional capabilities and build resilience to sustain

UNDP works in more than 170 co!
poverty and the reduction of inequali
leadership skills, partnering abilities,
development results.

UNDP Country Office invites potential Individual Consultants to submit their proposals for the
following Assignment on-line not later than 1" September 2017.

Jobsite link ] .
| : ndp.org/c view_job.cfm?cur job |d=70963
tof g i
m lons for imp ting SLM,
SFM and CCM in Land use plans In Mbale,
buli and fwa Districts
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